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127 SQUADRON — WAR DIARY

SUMMARY OF EVENTS

NUMERICAL STRENGTH'OF UNIT AS AT 1ST OF NOVEMBER 1942.

NIL
427 Squadron'is formed on a nucleous of 10 crews. from l;l9 Squadron,
three crews being posted and seven crews agtta.chad, and with the .
assistance of 419 Squadron ground personnel which:will be replaced.
when 427 personnel arrive. The Squadwon'took over 18 aireraft, 16
of which were serviceable, a fine achievement of -the part of F/O Scott,.
the Engineer Officer and his Staff. On the first evening 427 Squadron
undertook its first air activity, in the: mature of a Bulls Eye Exercise.
Three crews took part and the exercise was carried out successfully.
Our thanks are due to W/Cmdr Fleming, 0C. L;l? Squadron. and his officers
for their assistance in staff works ;

The following Officers arrived on posting S/L Williams, Flight
Commander, F/0 W.J. Rogers:Adjutant; P/O Durocher, Gunnery Leader-'
P/O Bennett, P/O Kent, F/O. Charlesworth.

W/Cmdr Burnside, the Officer Commandmg 427 Squadron arrived at Middleton

St George and came to Croft with the Station Commander, G/Cpt. McKechnie,
where he was introduced to the Squadfon personnel that had already arrived.
Difficulties are being experienced as the Sguadron has no parachutes, -
navigation gear, flying clothes or any stationery and'forms. The Station

are cooperating to the best of their ability but do not hold enough equip-
ment to supply the Squadron to any extent. Three crews were detailed for

a night cross country flight but only two-took off. Difﬁcultn.es am.sing

at the last moment with regard to signal-eguipment prevented the third- ,
aircraft from taking off. The two aircraft completed the exercise success- 7
fully. The following Officers arrived on posting. P/O S. Hensby,

P/O G.A. Martin, P/O D. Mortimer, P/O C.M. Taylor, P/O R.J. Hayhurst.

The CO had a meeting of the Officers in the morning and expressed his desire
for a good Squadron spirit and team work and stated that sports must be
encouraged. The Command training. mst.ructions were discussed and pro=- .
grammes drawn up to make the Squadron fully operational at an early date. .

Air Vice Marshal Brook R.C.A.F. made a soc:.al visit to acquaint himself
with the aerodrome. He inspected part of the Station. Flying training
in the nature of circuits and bumps was carried out. P

S/L Porte of 4 Group accompanied by the Group Medical Officer visited the camp
and enquired about difficulties being experienced. He promised to try to =
expedite the delivery of transport etc. In the afternoon S/Idr Sinclair
R.C.A.F.y, from Records arrived and informed us that he would make the
Squadron up to full strength at an early date. He informed us that if

we had any personnel difficulties to contact him and he would try to .
eradicate them.

Air Training continuyed in the nature of circuits and bumps. The adjutant’
visited Station HQ and Middleton St George and obtained a small ‘supply
of forms and stationery. S.H.Q. did not hold Squadfen requisites and 419
and 420 Squadrons only had meagre supplies.
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SUMMARY OF EVENTS

Circuits and Bumps continued. The Canadian Y.M.C.A. representative -
arrived and promised to equip the crew room with a billiard table y table
tennis set etc. In the afternoon W/Cmdir Hutchins and W/Cmdr Durham R.C.A.F.
visited the Squadron. W/Cmdr Hutchins S.A.O. of 4 Group informed us that
he would look into the difficulties being experienced and try to obtain
transport at the earliest possible moment. Forty 419 Squadron personnel
moved to Middleton St George. The following Officer arrived on posting:
P/0 L.D. Izzard. » o

C.0. went to Leeming with G/Capt McKechnie to a conference of Station
Commanders and Squadron Commanders présided over by the A.0.C. G/Cpt McCall
R.C'.A.F. visited the Station. o . B

W/Cmdr Pleasance DFC & Bar gave a lecture to air crews on "Night Fighters,"
The lecture was greatly appreciated and very instructive. Night flying was
undertaken for the first time by the Squadron. Sgt Southwood has the mis-
fortune to have an engine cut on his third take-off. The aircraft "O" for

‘orange became airborne and then hit some trees and finally crashed in a field

approximately half a mile from the drome. The crew of three luckily escaped
without injury but the aircraft was a complete write off. The crash wagon
and ambulance were on the scene in a very short while and are to be cone
gratulated on their prompt actions.

Circuits and Bumps were continued; N‘ighf.v flying was cancelled on account of
ground haze. Two Halifax's belonging to 419 Squadron, landed. One had to remain
owing to a burst tyre. : ‘

Circuits and bumps were continued but had to be curtailed owing to a ground
haze forming whilst two aircraft were still airborne. After doing an ‘extra
circuit each, they landed without mishap. G/Cpt. Brooks, SeA.S.0. 4 Group
visited the Squadron and informed us that we had to be mady by the 1lst of
December for operations. Ground persomnel were arriving in increasing numbers.

A misty day but some air to sea firing practice was carried out. F/Lt Walters,
P. Staff 4 Group phoned about the state of our ground personnel and informed
us that we would very quickly be made up to establishment strength.

A few personnel, ground staff, arrived. Circuits and Bumps were continued.
Nightflying was cancelled on account of weather. The following Officers
arrived on posting: FP/O C.M. Parsons, P/O A.J.B. Thompson, F/Lt J.N. Hagan,
Medical Officer. -

Three crews went on a day Cross Country of approximately 3 hours"duinatign.
Air to Sea firing was also carried out. -

Circuits and Bumps and three details for air to sea practice.

Only local flying carried out. Five pilots, W/Cdr. Burnside, S/Ldr Williams,
P/O Bennett and Sgts Williams and Schmitt went with 419 Squadron as 2nd
Pilot to Stuttgard, leaving from Middleton St George. S/Ldr Williams flew
with P/O Brent of 419 Squadron and encountered heavy flak and en the return
had to belly land. S/Idr Williams suffering from shrapnel wounds in the
arms and legs. '
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DATE SUMMARY OF EVENTS

1/52 Air to sea firing carried out. The pilots returned from Middleton St
George, less S/ILdr. Williams who had entered hospital, and appeared to
have thoroughly enjoyed their first operational trip over Germany.

24/11/12 Air to sea firing continued. G/Cpt. Slemon, S.A.S.0. visited the
Squadron. The following Officer arrived on posting: P/O N.W. Morrison.

25/11/12 No flying due to bad weather conditions. ™A" and "B" flights are now
' getting things running smoothly although difficulties are being
wxperienced through the shortage of trnasport and tools.

26/11/12 All the flying again cancelled due to weather. P/O G. Crampton, R.C.A.F
Press representative visited the Squadrm and enquired on the progress
being made and about the comfort of the men.

27/11/h2 No flying. Major Bebbon of 4 Group gave a lecture to all aircrew on "Flak".
The lecure was greatly appreciated.

28/11/1;2 Air to sea, local, and circuits and bumps carried out. Four crews did
night circuits and bumps for an hour each.

29/11/[.2 Six crews did night flying test on their aircraft for a Bulls Eye Exercise,
but it was scrubbed.

/K2 Two Officers and four Sergeants (Aircrew) visited 13 Group H.Q. and were
, shown how they were plotted at the Filter Room and also visited the Group
- Operations Room. This visit was extremely instructional and it is hoped
to arrange visits for all circrew as it is thought that a knowledge of
the intricate and accurate manner in which they are plotted will add to
their confidence while flying over the North Sea. ’
3. Honours and Awards - Nil
L. Commissions. — Mil
5. Promotions.

F/O W.J. Rogers 66641 appointed to the rank of A/F/Lt w.e.f. 7.11.42. Auth:
H.Qe 4 Group letter 1007/11/P2 dated 21.11.42.

1. Numerical Strength of Unit as at 1st of December, 1942
Aircrew — OFFICERS - Groundcrew Aircrew — A;RMEN = Groundcrew,

RCAF 5 2 5L 33
RNZAF  nil nil 2 nil
RAF 12 1 31 161
WAAF  nil _mil _nil 9
TOTAL 17 3 87 203
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The Squadron became officially operational. No flying was carried out as
the weather was extremely misty. Lectures were given on Security by .
Flight Lieutenant Phillips and on Beam approach by Squadron Leader Allies.

Information was redeived that 6 crews were wanted for the first operations -
minelaying near the Frisian Islands - but after briefing had taken place
there was gresat disappointment that it was scrubbed. The six crews,
however, went on a cross country exercise which was completed successfully.

A very cold day. No flying on account of ice. Sergeant Kavanagh arrived
from Records Gloucester to inquire into our personnel difficulties.
Records were contacted with regard to a W.0. Armourer and we were informed
that one would be posted immediately. There was no night flying on account
of the weather. : ,

At mid-day instructions were received to send two aircraft on a minelaying
operation. The aircraft were despatched to Middleton St George to be.
mined up (no mines being held at this station), but at 1600 hrs word was
received that the operation was scrubbed.

An extremely windy and cold day. Group Captain Ross (R.C.A.F) the new
Station Commander visited the station. Two aircraft were detailed for
minelaying operations but they were again scrubbed.

The under-mentioned pilots went as Second Pilots with No. 420 Squadron,
R.C.A.F. to Mannheim, this being the final part of their training for
operations.

R. 98109 Sgt Higgins, F.J. R106393 Sgt Vandekerckhove, GePeCe
1387190 Sgt Rodwell, A. P/O Taylor, C.A.
R103722 Sgt Hartney, H.D. 124214 P/O Parsoms, C.M.

A1l Pilots returned safely. Two A./C. were detailed for minelaying but
at the last moment it was scrubbed, much to the disappointment of the crews
concerned. v

One crew did circuits and bumps. Two crews were detailed for a night
cross country but it had to be cancelled on account of the weather.

Nine aircraft were prepared for a Bull's Eye Exercise with take off at
1700 hrs. Four aircraft were airborne when notifcation was received

that the exercise was scrubbed. The aircraft were recalled without
difficulty. An airman LAC Perry, had the misfortune to lose a

finger by coming into contact with the wire cutting apparatus on the wing
whilst spreading de-icing grease.

Circuits and Bumps and air testing. The details set off on a cross country
flight which they completed successfully. One aircraft on a high flying
test lost its bearing and was one hour and a half late returning to base.

Weather prevented any flying taking place. The day was misty and there were
frequent showers.

Three Lancasters, three Stirlings and a Wellington landed in the early
morning from a Cross Country Flight. No local flying carried out on
account of the weather. :

verf5



12/12/12

13/12/12

/12/12

15/12/142

16/12/12

13/12/1;2
19/12/12

20/12/1,2

21/12/12

22/12/12

5/12/12

25/12/12

-5

Two aircraft were detailed for minelaying operations from Middleton
St George but they were again scrubbed. Wing Commander Harritt of

- No. 4 Group visited the Squadron.

Circuits and Bumps¢were carried out. Two aircraft were detailed for mine
laying operations from Middleton St George but it was again scrubbed. One
aircraft went on a cross country exercise which was carried out successfully.
The Commanding Officer went to Middleton St George to meet Air Vice Marshal
CeRe Carr, CeB«Es, DoFoC, AFL+ the Air Officer Commanding, No. 4 Group,
and was informed that the Squadron had until January 1st, 1943 to become
fully operational.

Three aircraft went to Middleton St George to go on a minelaying operation
and on this occasion it was not scrubbed. Two aircraft returned with their
mines due to difficulties in pin pointing fheir position. The third, Sgt
Gagnon & Crew, was successful. All returned safely. A Squadron Initiation
Dance was held at the Croft Spa Hotel and was extremely successful. The
Squadron has now, after many abortive attempts, become operational.

Four crews went to Middleton St George for minelaying operations but it was
scrubbed. '

Six aircraft were detailed for a "Bull's Eye" Exercise which was carried
out successfully. The aircraft were marshalled before take off and got
away in eleven minutes.

Four crews went to Middleton St George for minelaying operations but it
was again scrubbed. Low cloud prevented any local flying.

No flying on account of weather conditions - low cloud, rain and mist.

Again no flying on account of weather. Ground crews are finding it
extremely difficult to work on the aircraft as there are no hangars, all
work must. be done at the dispersal points and consequently there is no
shelter.

One aircraft did some air to air firing practices but the weather closed
down and he had to land at Driffield. Four crews were detailed for operations
but they were scrubbed.

Nine aircraft proceeded on a Sea Rescue Search. Three taking off from
Middleton St George. This was the first time that a comparatively large
number were called upon. All got away successfully and carried out a
search of the area ordered but with negative results.

Four aircraft went on a Bull's Eye Exercise which was carried out success—
fully. The crews remarked on the small number of searchlights. Night
fighters were seen but no aircraft was attacked. '

Air to Air traiming carried out, also local flying. Two pilots were
on dual flying - converting from Wellington IC to Wellington ITII.

Weather prevented any flying. Low cloud and mist prevailed all day.

Xmas Day. The Squadron were "stood down™ and the ground crews had a well
earned break. The Officers served the mid-day meal in the airmen's mess,

according to the Re.A.F. traditions. The Mayor of Darlington supplied a
pint of ale for each.memba' of the Sguadron. /6
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26/12/12 The Squadron was "stood down" and the Xmas festivities
continued. '
§
27/12/12 Weather prevented any flying. The ground crews returned

to work in full force and generally expressed their apprecia-
tion of the arrangements made for them over Xmas.

28/12/12 Air tests and local flying were carried out. Night circuits and
Bumps were done, also consumption test flights.

29/12/12 Night flying tests were carried out by ten aircraft but the
Exercise had to be scrubbed on account of the weather closing
down.

30/12/A2 Air tests and local flying. One crew did night circuits and

Bumps. The wind was very gusty and the circuits and bumps
were abandoned after three landings.

31/12/42 Fighter affilistion and Cross Country Flights carried out.

One aircraft landed at Saltby. Air to Sea practice was also
carried out.

1. NUMERICAL STRENGTH OF UNIT AT 15T JANUARY, 1943

STRENGTH ATRCREW GROUNDCREW TOTAL
RCAF OFFRS 7 2 9
RCAF ATRMEN 61 66 127
RAF OFFICERS 17 -1 : 18
RAF ATRMEN L5 185 230
OTHER PERSONNEL 3 32 35
TOTAL 419
1/1/13 . No flying was carried out due to weather conditions. The Squadron

is prepared and anxious for a full operational programme and
hopes that it will be called upon in the near future.

2/1/13 Six aircraft went to Middleton St George for mining operations
but it was cancelled by Group Headquarters. Tractor starting
trolleys etc. were sent over to Middleton St George by road
and it was found that these facilities helped in getting the
aircraft ready on time. ‘

3/1/13 Six aircraft went on minelaying operations off the Frisian
Islands. Three aircraft piloted by Pilot Officer Bennett, Sgt
Chambers, and Sgt Johnson got a pinpoint and dropped their mines.
The other three were not so fortunate with the weather and found
the position allocated to them obscured by 10/10 cloud, con-
sequently they were unable to obtain a pin point and returned
to base with their mines. Aircraft "L" piloted by Sgt Chambers
had a hole in the starboard wing about a foot square due to "flak".

oo
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A1l aircraft returned to Base safely. (Editors Note: These
were the operational missions flown by the new No 6 RCAF
Bomber Group).

Five aircraft were detailed for minelaying but the operations
were cancelled on weather conditions. Local flying took place.

No flying - the weather still being bad. A lecture was given
by Squadron leader McKay, "B" Flight Commander on Petrol
Cock manipulations. -

No flying due to weather conditions.

Seven aircraft were detailed for mining operations. Air tests
were carried out but the operations were scrubbed.

Seven aircraft were detailed for mining off the Frisian Islands.
Four were able to pinpoint their positions and drop their mines,
but the remainder returned with their load. All Aircraft
returned safely.

No flying due to weather conditions. A lecture was given on
icing by the meteorological Officer. ‘

Six aircraft were detailed for minelaying but it was scrubbed
on account of icing conditions. A

A full programme of training flying was arranged but had to
be scrubbed owing o the weather closing down.

Air to sea practice was carried out by two crews, also a day
Cross country flight.

Seven aircraft were detailed for operations against LORIENT.
The weather during the day was misty and very cold. The crews
were in the aircraft ready to take off when news was received
that the operation was scrubbed due to icing conditions.

Seven aircraft were again detailed for operations against
LORIENT. Six aircraft took off in six minutes. Sgt Chambers

in "P* had to be scrubbed at the last moment due to engine
trouble developing whilst running up. This was the first
bombing raid undertaken by the Squadron. Squadron Leader M.A.L.
Williams, "A" Flight Commander and crew in "K" failed to returnm,
the other five landed at Tangmere. The pilots reported that they
had successfully bombed the target and three photographs were
obtained.

The five aircraft did not return from Tangmere due to weathere.
One aircraft was detailed for mining off the Frisian Islands.
The weather was extremely poor all day and there was no
surprise when the operation was cancelled. Flight Lieutenant
Peters took over temporary command of “A" Flight due to S/L
Williams being missing.
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The aircraft away at Tangmere returned to Base. No further
flying carried out due to weather conditions being unservice-
able. Total flying for the day was 8:15 hours.

An intensive flying training programme laid on for today was
cancelled due to bad weather. This programme was designed
primarily to bring more of the crews up to full operational
standard. Crews detailed were disappointed at having their
programme scrubbed.

The weather continued to be unserviceable for flying of any
sort. The aircrew attended an intelligence lecture by the local

-Operations Officer.

Five aircraft were detailed for a minelaying trip. At the last
minute, however, the operation was scrubbed due to bad weather.

Six aircraft were detailed for minelaying off the Frisian Islands.
Five only took off, P/O Parsons being a non~starter due to engine
trouble. Four aircraft returned safely but Flight Lieutenant
D.A. Shead and his crew consisting of Sgts Patrick, Oram,

Sparling and Hoyt did not return from this operation. Sgt
Vandekerchkove did not drop his mines due to his not being able

to pinpoint.
No flying carried out this date and weather unserviceable.

No operations ordered for today. Weather continued very un-
satisfactory and only two hours and forty-five minutes flying
training was done all day.

Ten aircraft were detailed for an operational bombing trip. All
the aircraft were bombed up and all crews ready to go when the
operation was scrubbed due to bad weather.

Night aircraft were detailed for a minelaying trip. As was
the case the previous day at the last minute the operation was
scrubbed due to the weather. The Commanding Officer went to 13
Group Operations Room at Newcastle on a fighter liaison trip.

Nine airecraft were detailed for a main target bombing operation.
Sight of the aircraft successfully bombed the target (see
appendices). Sgt Hartney returned early due to engine trouble
and landed at Harwell. Sgt Johnson returned to the home base,
but the other aircraft landed as indicated due to lack of fuel.
P/O Bennett and P/S Gagnon at Wing, F/S Cadeus at Sesland, Sgt
Vandekerchkove at Dishforth, F/S Fellner at Exeter, Sgt Williams
at Harwell. P/O Taylor crashed into a hillside at Edale near
Sheffield on the way home to Base. Miracuously, only F/O
Mortimer was hurt and his injuries are of a slight nature
although he was admitted to Buxton Hospital. Aircraft crashed
on the only flat surface within ten miles and although the
aircraft was written off, the escape of all members of the crew
was so furtunate it was, therefore, the feature story of some

Sunday papers. '
Q../9
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A1l the aircraft diverted the previous night returned to
Base today with exception of F/O Mortimer in hospital, returned
to Croft by train. No operational flying carried out this date.

No fly'}.ng of any sort done this date due to weather being
completely unserviceable.

Nine aircraft detailed for a bombing raid, only six took off,
the other three being non-starters due to engine trouble. Sgt
Vandekerchkove turned back due to severe icing. The other five
aircraft successfully bombed the target, there being severe icing
conditions and 10/10 cloud from Croft to the target and back
necessitating some 5} hours solid instrument flying on the part
of the pilots. Sgt Vandekerchkove landedat Base as did Sgt
Johnson and F/L Peters. W/C Burnside D.P.C. and Sgt Hartney
landed at Narpoll. Sgt Williams landed at Feremore.

Two aircraft detailed for the Squadron's first daylight bombing
raide S/L Holley and P/O Bennet took off. S/L McKay return
before reaching the objective due to weather being unfavourable
for a daylight attack. P/O Bennet and his crew, consisting of
P/O Kent and Sgt Phillips, Wallace and Smith, G.I. did not

return and are missing from this operation. The aircraft diverted
the previous night returned to base today.

Four aircraft and crews stood by at 0800 hrs today ready if
needed for a daylight bombing operation but the operation was
scrubbed by Group.

Honours and Awards - Nil

Commissions - Nil
Promotions - Nil
Postings (to and from the Unit)

P/O W.R. Pullen J15729 Posted to this Unit from RAF Peaklington
wef. 29/1/13 _

P/O O.S. Milne  J13068 Posted to this Unit from 230TU wef 27.1.43
P/O J. Chasenoff C8455 Posted to this Unit from 421 Sqn wef 8.1.43
P/O L. Somers J88l9 Posted to this Unit from 1654 Con Unit wef
18.1.43

P/O Greening 130516 Posted to this Unit from 1654 Con Unit wef
18.1.43

P/O Ganderton  J10133 Posted to this Unit from 14 OTU wef 21.1.43
P/O WEP Seeder J13272  Posted to this Unit from 14 OTU wef 21.1.43
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NUMERICAL STRENGTH OF UNIT AS AT 15T FEBRUARY 1943.

STRENGTH ATRCREW GROUNDCREW TOTAL
RCAF OFFICERS 10 L 1
RCAF ATRCREW 67 94 161
R.A.F. OFFICERS 15 1 16
R.A.F. ATRCREW 58 239 297
OTHER PERSONNEL 3 — _ 3
TOTAL 491

Three aircraft were detailed for a day-light bombing raid, but
the weather was found unsuitable for this type of operation

and the operation was scrubbed at noon. The Squadron was stood
down for the rest of the day.

No operations were detailed for this date and it gave the
Squadron an opportunity to carry out an intensive training pro-
gram. Three night cross country trips were carried out as well
as local flying.

Night aircraft were detailed for a main target operation in
Germany. At briefing it was suggested that the severe layer
of icing conditions might prevent the aircraft from completing
the operation and this proved to be the case. The operation
was scrubbed at the last moment.

Nine aircraft were detailed to attack the submarine base at
Lorient. The aircraft took off in two lots. These carrying
incendiaries first. Eight of the aircraft successfully bombed
the target and returned to England. P/O Parsons and his crew
did not return from this operation and are listed as missing.

‘Photographs showed that Sgts Johnson and Schmitt bombed directly

on to the aiming point, the only squadron on the operation with
two aircraft bombing directly on to the aiming point. Six air-
craft landed at base - the other two landed at Longmanston and
Church Honeybourne. P/S Higgins overshot at Long Manston but
damage was very miner.

No operations were detailed for this date and the Squadron
had a stand down. The weather was unsuitable for all flying
and no flying training was carried on.

Two aircraft were detailed for an operation mining trip. Two
of the new crew, Sgt Erickson and Sgt Rames did the trip and
both returned safety after dropping their mines.

Three aircraft were detailed to stand by for a daylight bombing
trip but this operation was scrubbed. Five aircraft were
detailed for a bombing trip on Lorient in the evening. Only
four took off, the other being scrubbed due to Technical defect.
These four aircraft successfully bombed the target and all

returned safely to Basee. veo/11
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The Squadron was stood down today - "B" Flight had a flight party
in Barlington which was very successful. Weather was unsuitable
for flying. '

1]
No operations were detailed for today. The weather being unsuitable
for any flying. Training or otherwise.

Four aircraft were detailed to stand by for a daylight bombing raid
but this was scrubbed. Five aircraft were detailed for mining
operations but this operation was also scrubbed at the last minute
due to :eather conditions.

No operations were scheduled for this date due to unfavourable weather
conditions.

Six aircraft were detailed for mine laying. All aircraft took off

but only five returned to base - Sgt Adlam and his crew crashed

into the hills near Thornaby and all were killed. The photograph

taken by F/S Borg of Lorient during the Feb 4th raid was in all the
London papers to demonstrate the destruction caused by the R.A.F. raids.

Twelve aircraft were detailed to attack Lorient - Two of the aircraft
returned to base early, one due to icing and one due to faulty
navigation. The other Ten aircraft reached the Target but Sgt Ramus
did not drop his 4000 lbs bomb due to a faulty release mechanism. The
nine aircraft very successfully bombed the Target reporting larger
fires than ever seen before. Six aircraft landed back at Base - The
others landed at Marvell, Middle Gallep, Bansbury and Lexsing.

Five aircraft were detailed to bomb Colonge in Western Germany. Two
aircraft returned early - one due to W/T. Failum and the other due

to Turret trouble. The other three aircraft Captained by Sgts Follner,
Williams and Schmitt successfully tombed the target.

Four aircraft were detailed for mine laying this date, but the
operation was ' scrubbed and the Squadron had a stand down for the
rest of the day - welcomed by the whole Squadron in view of the
part that we had operated for three nights running.

Nine aircraft were detailed to bomb the submarine base at Lorient.
All aircraft successfully bombed the target — Sgt Halloway and his
crew landed in Southern Ireland, safe and uninjured with the
exception of Sgt Tayler D.H. who was very slightly injured. The
attack generally on Lorient was very successful.

Three aircraft were detailed for daylight stand by, but this operation
was scrubbed due to unfavourable weather conditions. No other
operations were scheduled for this date.

No operations were scheduled for this date and the Squadron had a
standdown.

Seven aircraft were detailed to attack the naval arsonal at Wilhems-

haven but only six aircraft took off - the seventh being scrubbed due
to technical trouble. The six aircraft very successfully bombed the

target and all returned safely.
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Four aircraft were detailed to stand by for a daylight bombing
attack, but this operation was scrubbed due to unfavourable
weather conditions. :

[
Four aircraft were detailed for a mine laying operation, but this
was scrubbed at the last minute due to unfavourable weather.

Eight aircraft were detailed to bomb HAMBURG, but this operation
was scrubbed due to unfavourable weather conditions.

The unfavourable waather continued and no operations were
scheduled for this date.

Eight aircraft were detailed to bomb HAMBURG, but at the last
minute the target was changed to WILHEMSHAVEN. All the aircraft
successfully bombed the target through 10/10th's cloud and
returned safety to Base. The Squadron bombed by means of hanging
flares dropped by the Pathfinder aircraft.

Four aircraft were detailed for a mine laying operation. While
the aircraft were marshalled a Mustang taxied into one of our
Wellingtons. One of the other aircraft did not start due to
electrical trouble. The other two aircraft successfully dropped
their mines.

Seven aircraft were detailed to bomb COLOGNE in Western Germany.
Five aircraft returned to Base safety. Sgt Taylor bombed COLOGNE
successfully, but on the way home he crashed at R.A.F. Station
North Luffenham and he and four of his crewwre killed and his
gunner critically injured. Sgt Harwood and his crew were missing
from this raid.

No operations were scheduled for this date.

Three aircraft were detailed for daylight bombing operations but
this was scrubbed. Six aircraft were detailed for a bombing

raid on the Submarine base at St. Hazaire., Only five took off
then being one non-starer due to mechnaical trouble. One aircraft
piloted by Sgt Hartney is missing and one aircraft piloted by Sgt
Southwood ran out of petrol over Sathern Ireland and the Crew
parachuted to safety.

Two aircraft were detailed for a MINE-LAYING Operation. Both

airecraft successfully completed the operation.

Three aircraft were detailed for a MINE-LAYING again this date.
Two aircraft successfully completed this operation, but Sgt
Lymburner and his crew did not return from this operation.
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Three aircraft were detailed for a daylight BOMBING raid, but

this was scrubbed. Six aircraft were detailed to bomb HAMBURG

in North Western Germany. Sgt Schmitt returned on reaching the
English Coasp due to aircraft becoming unserviceable. The other
five aircraft very successfully bombed the target and returned home
safely.

The Squadron had a "stand down"™ this date and "™A" Flight had a
very successful party in Darlington.

Seven aircraft were detailed to bomb ESSEN in the Ruhr. All
aircraft successfully bombed the target and six of them returned
to base. F/Sgt Vandekerckheve lost a propeller 20 miles off the
English Coast on the return journey and made an emergency landing
at R.A.F. CATFOSS.

Three aircraft were detailed for a DAYLIGHT BOMBING raid on Germany
but this operation was scrubbed. Four aircraft were detailed for a
bombing attack on ESSEN but at the last minute the operation was
scrubbed due to weather.

No operations were detailed for this date and the Squadron had a
"stand down".

No operations were detailed for this date and the Squadron had a
"stand down"™ for the second day in succession.

Three aircraft were detailed for a DAYLIGHT BOMBING, but this
Operation was scrubbed. There were no Night Operations detailed
this date.

Due to unfavourable weather no operations were scheduled this
date and the Squadron devoted the day to training.

The weather continued unfavourable and no Operations were scheduled
this date.

Three aircraft were detailed for a DAYLIGHT BOMBING RAID on Germany
but this was scrubbed. Eleven aircraft were detailed to bomb ESSEN.
All aircraft successfully bombed the target and ten returned

safety to base. W/Cmir Burnside's aircraft was hit by flak before
reaching the target, his Navigator was killed, and his Wireless
Operator had his foot shot off. Nevertheless he successfully bombed
the target and after many harrowing experiences made a successful
forced landing at STEADISHALL.

No operations were detailed for this date and the Squadron had a
"stand down".

Due to weather, there was a further stand down today.

Four aircraft were detailed for a DAYLIGHT BOMBING attack on Germany,
but this operation was scrubbed due to weather. Six aircraft were
detailed for MINE~LAYING but this operation was scrubbed at the

last minute due to weather. ‘
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16/3/43 Six ajrcraft were detailed for MINE-LAYING but this operation was
also scrubbed due to weather.
17/3/43 No operations were scheduled for this date due to weather.
18/3/13 Seventeen aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on ST HAZAIRE but

the weather was found unsuitable and this operation was scrubbed.

The A.0.C. congratulated the Squadron on having seventeen aircraft
available for operations. The A.0.C. also rang through to congratulate
the Squadron Commanding Officer on his performance during the March
12th raid on ESSEN.

19/3/43 Wing Commander R.C. Macinnes from R.C.A.F. Headquarters rang up the
Squadron CO to inform him that Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer were interested
in adopting the Squadron and invited him down for Tuesday the 23rd.,
to attend a conference with M.G.M. Officials to confirm arrangements
for the adoption. Seventeen aircraft were detailed for a bombing
attack on ST HAZATRS but this operation was also scrubbed due to
weather.

20/3/43 For the third successive night, seventeen aircraft were detailed
for a bombing attack on the submarine base at ST HAZAIRE and for
the third time this operation was scrubbed at the last minute due to
unfavourable weather. ’

21/3/13 Twelve aircraft were detailed for MINE-LAYING operation off the
Frisian Islands. Scrubbed at 1500 hrs.

22/3/43 Six aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on ST HAZAIRE at
the same time twelve aircraft were detailed for MINE-LAYING. These
two operations were scrubbed, however, due to weather. The Adjutant
F/Lt. J. Chasenoff proceeded to R.C.A.F. Headquarters re-adoption

by MoGMe
23/3/13 No operations were scheduled this date.
24,/3/43 Fifteen aircraft were detailed for a bombing raid on WILHEMSHAVEN

but this operation was scrubbed after the aircrew had entered their
aircraft due $o bad weather. The A.0.C. of R,C.A.F. (Overseas)
Headquarters, Air Marshal Edwards visited the Squadron.

25/3 /43 Sixteen aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on COLOGNE
but this operation was scrubbed due to weather.

26/3/13 Thirteen aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on DUISBURG.
Twelve took off, the other scrubbed due to compass trouble, and all
successfully bombed the target. Eleven aircraft returned to base
and one aircraft piloted by Sgt Erickson landed at WATTESHAM. F/O
Ganderton hit a tree in England returning to base, but there were no
casualties although the aircraft was categorized A.C. W/Cnxir Burnside
awarded a bar to his D.F.C. and P/O P.J. Hayhurst, awarded the D.F.C.
for their effort on March 12th over ESSEN.
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27/3/43 Fifteen aircraft were detailed to bomb COLOGNE but this operation was
scrubbed early in the afternoon. The A.0.C. No. 6 Group visited
the Squadron. ,

28/3/43 Fourteen airfcraft were detailed for a bombing attack on ST HAZAIRE.

A1l aircraft successfully bombed the target and seven returned to
base, the other seven aircraft landing away at diversion fields.

29/3/43 Three aircraft were detailed for DAYLIGHT BOMBING attack but this
operation was scrubbed due to weather. Twelve aircraft detailed
for main target at BOCHUM in the Ruhr. Eleven aircraft took off -
one being a non-starter due to inter—com. trouble. Three aircraft
turned back, one due to icing and two due to mechanical trouble.
Seven of the remaining eight aircraft successfully bombed the target.
Sgt McFadden and his crew are missing from this operation.

30/3/43 The Squadron had a well earned rest on this date. No operation
being scheduled.

31/3/&3 Due to weather, no operations were scheduled this date.

3. Honours and Awards - Wing Commander D.H. Burnside was awarded the
Bar to his Distinguished Flying Cross also the Distinguished Flying
Cross was awarded to P/O R.W. Hayhurst.

L. Commissions - R125621 Sgt Beaton J.J. (Nav) appointed to Pilot
Officer w.e.f. 11/9/42

R123450 Sgt White V.N. (B/A) appointed to Pilot Officer
weeofs 3/7/12

967166 F/S Ross D.B. (A«G.) appointed to Pilot Officer
weeof. 30/12/12 ’

R87056 F/S Berg G.T. (B/A) appointed to Pilot Officer
wee.f. 10/12/12

R95772 F/S Cadmus G.A. (Pilot) appointed to Pilot
Officer w.e.f. 30/12/12

R119518 Sgt Thornton G.M. (A.G.) appointed to Pilot
Officer w.e.f. 21/1/43

R79204 F/S Gagnon G.A. (Pilot) appointed to Pilot
Officer w.e.f. 30/12/12

5. Promotions - C8455 F/O J. Chasonoff appointed to the rank of A/F/Lt
wee.f 10/2/1;3

J15895 P/O N.W. Morrison appointed to the rank of
A/F/Lt wee.f. 7/2/13

110633 F/O K. Webster, appointed to the rank of A/F/Lt
wee.fs 19/3/43.
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1/4/43 Three aircraft were detailed for a daylight bombing attack on
GERMANY but this operation was scrubbed due to unfavourable weather.
No other operations were scheduled for this date.

2/L,/13 Five alrcraft were detailed for a bombing raid on LORIENT. One
Aircraft landed at Beaulieu because of generator trouble before
crossing the coast. The other four aircraft successfully bombed
the target. Two aircraft landed at Beaulieu, one with flak damage
and the other two aircraft returned to Base.

3/L/13 No operations were scheduled for this date. Court Martial of Flight
Sergeant Norseman Bomb Aimer took place at Middleton St George this
date. Flying training was carried out both day and night.

L/u/13 Seventeen aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on KIEL in
Germany. Two aircraft returned early due to technical trouble. All
other aircraft successfully bombed the target and all returned safely
to base. Sergeant Summer's aircraft was shot up by flak. The Squadron
was the leading Squadron in the Group on this raid in respect of
number of aircraft on the Target.

5/L/13 No operations were scheduled for this date.

6/L/43 No operations were scheduled for this date but six aircraft were
detailed for a bulls-eye exercise. Sgt Ash swung on take~off,
crashed into a tree and the aircraft exploded. Sgt Ash and Sgt
Dobbs were both killed and the other three members of the crew
were seriously burned about the face and hands.

7/A/I+3 No operations were scheduled for this date.

8/L/13 Ten aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on DUISBERG. Sgts
Higgins and Erickson returned early due to icing. The other eight
aircraft successfully attacked the target through 10/40 cloud and
returned the following day.

9/L/13 No operations were scheduled for this date.

10/4/43 Sixteen aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on KIEL but this
was altered to a bombing attack on FRANKFURT. The Squadron was all
set to send sixteen aircraft to FRANKFURT but this trip necessitated
the carrying of long range tanks - we reduced our commitment to ten
aircraft. This was due to a shortage of long range equipment for
which the Squadron had demanded three months prevously and had re—
ceived no results. However, the ten aircraft took off. Sgt Rodwell
returned early due to rear gun trouble and F/Lt Taylor when only 45
minutes from the target was forced to turn back due to turret trouble.
The other eight aircraft successfully bombed the target. F/Sgt,
Higgins crash landed at West Malling on the return trip due to flask
damage to his aircraft. All members of the crew were safe and
returned to the Unit, Sunday morning by air. F/Sgt Crew landed at
Dunsfold and also returned by air on Sunday morning to Croft. F/0
Webster landed at Snaith due to weather but immediately on refuelling
returned to base. The other five aircraft landed at Base in the
first instance.
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11/4/13 No operations were scheduled for this date and the Squadron had
a stand down.
12/L/13 Due to weather no operations were scheduled for this date. Wing

Commander Burnside and F/Lt Chasanoff visited No 6 Group HQ to
discuss matters affecting the Squadron both operationally and
administratively with group personnel.

13/L/43 Three aircraft were detailed for a bombing daylight attack on
Germany but this operation was scrubbed. Six aircraft were
detailed for a bulls-eye exercise but this was scrubbed due to
unfavourable weather.

W/L/13 Twelve aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on STUTTGART.
One aircraft taxied into a petrol bowser and seventy minutes later
a petrol bowser ran into another aircraft. The reserve aircraft's
rear turret went unserviceable so only ten aircraft took off. All
successfully bombed the target and nine landed at Coltishall and one
at Swanton Morley. Wing Commander Mason and LCol Walmsborough of
ReC.AWFe HQ visited the Squadron.

15/4/43
No operations were scheduled for this date due to the aircraft
returning to base so late in the morming.

16/L/13 Fourteen aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on HANNHEIN.
Sgt Chambers crash landed at Twinwoods due to engine trouble, the
crew being only scratched and bruised. Twelve aircraft successfully
bombed the target. The other alrcraft piloted by Sgt Tomyn did not
return from this operation and is listed as missing. Six aircraft
returned to base, one aircraft landed at Harwell, two landed at
Enstone and three at Upper Hayford. Of the twelve aircraft which
successfully bombed the target, three came back with flak damage.
The A.0.C. 6 Group visited the Squadron for the purpose of viewing
the take off. The fourteen aircraft took off in 63 minutes setting
a new speed record for the Squadron re take-off time. The A.0.C. spent
some time in the Officer's Mess before preoceding to Group. Two
ball teams from the Squadron proceeded to Sedgefield Nr Durham to
participate in the local "Wings for Victory" campaign by playing a
game of Canadian softball. Alan Randall of the Canadian Press spent the
day with the Squadron for the purpose of getting Squadron color for
a series of articles he was writing on Bomber Command.

l7/4/l+3 No operations were scheduled for this date and the Squadron had a
stand down.

18/L/43 No operations were sceduled for this date. Information was received
that the Squadron was to convert to Halifax aircraft. Five crews who
had completed a conversion course at Topcliffe, reported to the

Squadron.
eee/19



19/4/13

20/L/13

21/L/13

22/L/13
23/L/13
24/L/13

25/L/13

26/1/1.3

27/4/13

28/1/13

29/L/13
30/4/13

-19 -

Six crews departed to Topcliffe to undergo conversion training
on to Halifax aircraft. Wing Commander Burnside was among them
and S/1dr, McKay took over command. Ten aircraft were detailed
for a Eombing raid on Germany but this was scrubbed due to weather.

No operations were scheduled for this date. S/Idr McKay and F/Lt
Chasenoff visited Leeming and Group Headquarters to obtain

"gen"™ on the conversion and move of the Squadron to Leeming.

No definite information was obtained but instructions were
received to "gen" up all personnel on Halifax aircraft as
quickly as possible.

One hundred and six ground crew personnel departed from Linton-On-
Ouse t0 receive training on Halifax maintenance. No operations
were scheduled for this date. Five aircraft of the Squadron

were detailed for a bulls—eye exercise but this was scrubbed.

No operations were detailed for this date.
No operations were scheduled for this date.

Sixteen aircraft were detailed to take part in a bombing
attack on DUSSELDORF but at the last minute this operation was
scrubbed.

Six more crews departed for conversion at Topcliffe. Six

crews arrived from Topcliffe fresh from O.T.U. because Topcliffe
Conversion Unit could not handle them. The advance party
consisting of two Officers and Twenty seven men departed for
Leeming to prepare for the move of the Squadron.

Eleven aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on DUISBURG.
A1l the aircraft successfully bombed the target and returned
to base safely.

Fourteen aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on Germany
but this operation was scrubbed and three aircraft were detailed
for a mine laying operation off the Frisian Islands, One aircraft
made only one circuit and landed due to engine trouble, one
aircraff was late over the target area and brought its mines

back and one aircraft although over the target area, could not
pinpoint itself and also brought its mines back.

Four aircraft were detailed for MINE-LAYING. All aircraft
returned safely to base but only two dropped their mines in
the target area.

No operations were scheduled for this date.

No operations were scheduled for this date and the Squadron
started moving its equipment to Skipton for the use of No. 432
Squadron. Five crews were also posted to No. 432 Squadron to
give them a mucleus of trained crews. y
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The Squadron became non-operational on this date and plans
were put into operation for moving the Squadron equipment
and personnel. The Technical Equipment of the Squadron was
taken to Skipton to form the new Wellington Squadron forming
there. The Aircraft due to fly to Skipton this date were
ground®d due to weather. Information was received that the
Squadron personnel were to proceed to Leeming on May A4th.

Twenty one aircraft of our Squadron took off from R.C.A.F.
Station Croft and proceeded to R.C.A.F. Station Skipton to
provide Aircraft for the new Squadron (No. 432 R.C.A.F.
Squadron) S/Ldr WeAs McKay of Vancouver one of the original
members of the Squadron and "B" Flight Commander was posted
to take over a flight in No. 432 Squadron. Five of our crews
were also posted to No. 432 Squadron to give them a nucleus of
experienced aircrew. The Squadron is developing a feeling
that No. 432 Squadron is a protage of No. 427 Squadron due to
the fact that they acquired all of our equipment together with
some of our personnel. The Squadron had its official going
away party from R.C.A.F. Station Croft. Both the Sergeant's
and Officer's messes were thrown open to all ranks and a
party is true "Lion" style was held.

(Editor's Note: The Squadron was simultaneously moving equipment
to their new home R.C.A.F. Stn Leeming and converting to a new
bomber the Halifax MK V).

Personal kit of the Squadron personnel was transported to Leeming
on this date. The rest of the day was spent in cleaning up the
various sections of R.C.A.F. Croft in anticipation of the move
in of No. 1664 Conversion Unit.

All the Squadron personnel remaining at Croft proceeded by road
transport to R.C.A.F. Station Leeming the morning of this date.
The Squadron offices also moved this date. Facilities for
receiving our personnel at Leeming were excellent and the Squadron
settled in quickly. The contrast between a main station like
Leeming and the Satellite Station at Croft amazed some of the
members.

This date was spent in unpacking and setting up shop in the
various sections. Some of our crews detached to Topcliffe for
conversion training returned to Leeming. Everyone spent the

day settling in.

Sections were still settling in and a bit of organization was
being discerned in the general hullabaloo of the Sgquadron move.
The aircrew leaders were busy cleaning up their respective
sections and the office accommodation for each of them was very
satisfactory. W/Cmdr Burnside addressed the whole squadron and
in the evening the Squadron had its first party in the Officer's
Mess at Leeming. The Officer Commanding and Flight Commanders of
408 and 432 Squadron attended and they met the Officers of 427
Squadron. The Commanding Officer of 432 Squadron invited the

Officers of the Squadron to attend the opening of the mess at Skipton.
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Eleven crews were posted from our Squadron to 426, 428

and 429 Squadron due to the fact that the conversion Unit did
not have the facilities to convert them. No flying was carried
out as yet due to our new Halifax Aircraft not having all
Modifications completed.

No flying today, due to aircraft not being quite ready. The
various sections are generally getting "gen'd" up. The B.B.C.
dramatized the flight of the Commanding Officer and crew, on
which they obtained their decorations. We were advised this
date that F/Sgt Higgins had been awarded the Distinguished
Flying Medal - first of the Squadron. Various Officers made
their initial visit inot Harrogate.

Weather unsuitable for flying although two aircraft are now
awaiting Air Test. Various sections organized lectures on

new apparatus in our Halifax. Several crews going on leave -
catching up on Op leave, missed during our Conversion. Today's
reports would show that Harrogate is going to replace Darlington
as the mecca of 427 Squadron.

Weather still vile - snowing all morning, turned to rain -
aircraft still grounded. Further lectures held at various
sections. W/Cmdr Burnside gone on leave, leaving S/Idr Barthrowl
in charge. The Adjutant had £55 (Poundss stolen from his office.
In a short time, by subscription it was soon replaced.

One crew got airborne, did routine flying testing aircraft. It
was, the first authorized flight in the Squadron since our
Conversion. Instruction still be carried out in various
departments. The Squadron subscribed approximately 2300.00
dollars to Canada's 4th Victory Loan. The Commanding Officer
received his D.F.G. officially from His Majesty the King.

One aircraft tested today, remainder still being modified or have
compasses swung. Lectures and instruction still being carried
out in various sections.

Two more aircraft tested today. One in particular "L" London
has had an emblem painted on the side, depecting a winged lion
dropping a bomb. It is quite a propos since we are officially
now, the "LION SQUADRON". Normal routine went on through out
the day. 1In the evening an Ensa concert took place on the
station and the Cast were entertained in the Officer's Mess.
427 Squadron were very much in evidence, in looking after the
female end of the cast.

Several more aircraft were tested this date and one crew did
a daylight X~Country. Three crews are doing a Bulls Eye
exercise in the evening. There was a further addition to our
Ground Staff of thirty five more Canadians, recent arrivals in
the United Kingdom.
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Four day X-Countries took place followed by five at night.
Considerable compass swinging went on, a common task at

present due to the fact all our A/C are new. All crews,
however, are taking considerable pride in their respective
aircraft and several pet names have been painted on the sides
of the "kites" e.g. "Z" Zombie, "P" Pampers - a Spanish word
meaning South wind, influenced by the fact the pilot F/O Cadmus
is a native of Buenos Aires. "V" Vicious Victor and "S" called
the "Canadian WARRIOR".

There were two more day X-Country and some fighter affiliation.
The boys have a great time shaking off the pseudo-enemy fighters
(Spitfire). Four aircraft took part in a Bullseye exercise at
night.

Two X-Countries in the afternoon together with some air to sea
firing practice. At night four aircraft took part in an bulls-
eye. A newcomer to the Squadron is S/Idr Piddington & Crew.

He will be the Flight Commander of "B" Flight. F/O Stockdale
has also joined the ranks of 427 Squadron. We had two crews
posted away to 426 Squadron, so our strength to date is now
twenty eight crews.

There was some local flying during the day and five crews took
part in a Bullseye Exercise at night. Night flying during the
past few days has been ideal from all reports, very similar to
Canadian conditions. The pilots are gradually getting to know
the little peculiarities of Halifax, are losing the "Wellington
bias" of them. Influenced by the warm weather, outdoor and in-
door sports are in full swing. Squash, tennis and soft ball
are being played daily by a large number of the Squadron. Ten
crews are now attached to R.C.A.F. Station, Topcliffe on a
Conversion Course. '

Local flying took place during the day and six crews did a night
X-Country. The Squadron regrets losing the services of its
engineering Officer F/Lt H. Lamb, who has been posted to Topcliffe.
We welcome in his place, however, F/Lt Burton, who assumes his
position as 427 Engineering Officer. Lectures are still in full
swing throughout the various sections and the Squadron as a whole
would appear to be in an intense state of training.

Four aircraft did some local flying today, doing air tests.
There was no night flying owing to a Squadron stand down.
Routine instruction and lectures were carried out per usual.
Reports today, indicate the official opening of the Officer's
mess at Skipton, satellite of Leeming was a large success.
Many officers of 427 Squadron attended this opening.
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Our crew did a X-Country in the afternoon, and several other
aircraft were air-tested during the day. The visibility
deteriorated resulting in the cancellation of night flying -
four crews having cancellation of night flying -~ four crews
havingsbeen detailed for a Bullseye. W/Cmdr Burnside has
returned from leave with his crew. Flying Officer Baines
F.D.M. has been attached to the Squadron. He has been deliv-
ering lectures to the Bomb Airmers, primarily, and to some of
the rest of the Air Crew on the uses of the MK XIV Bombsight.
Everyone who has heard give these lectures admit, F/O Baines
has a style all of his own and he has aroused the interest of
one and all.

No flying took place today, owing to weather conditions, however,
several aircraft compasses and loops were able to be swung.

A delegation of wireless Operators under Pilot Officer Dormand
went to Hull to visit the MF/DF Station there. Word has come
through that F/O Ganderton has been promoted to the rank of
Acting Flight Lieutenant. Pilot Officer Cadmus has been attached
to Middleton St George Station for a week. He is raking a S.A.T.
course there. A newcomer to the Squadron is Flight Lieutenant
Mackay and Crew. He has just arrived from 1659 Conversion Unit.
In connection with the coming of M.G.M. film comp tomorrow,

to film their adopted Lion Squadron, we have had F/Lt Tim Poad,
Canadian Public Relations Officer with us the last couple of
days. Since the Squadron had been informed that each Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer film star was going to adopt an aircraft, a vote
was taken today as to which star gets which aircraft. Lana
Turner topped the list followed closely by Greer Garson and

Hedy Lamarr.

Six aircraft did local flying, levelling B'S and fighter
affiliation. Normal ground instruction carried out.

Some local flying took place in the evening together with the
usual ground instruction. In the afternoon the Squadron was
formerly adopted by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Film Co. The whole
Squadron assembled outside our hangar. Amongst those present
were Mr. Echkman, Manager Director of the M.G.M. Film Co. in
Great Britain, Mr. MacPherson, Reel Director for M.G.M., Group
Captain Slemon from 6 Group Headquarters, Wing Commander
Carecallon~ Station Commander, Flight Lieutenant Tim Road,
Public Relations Bureau for R.C.A.F., Wing Commander Burnside,
Officer Commanding No. 427 Squadron. The Adjutant of 427,

F/Lt J. Chasnoff opened the Ceremony by introducing Mr. Eckman,
who in turn gave a speech of welcome to the Squadron on joining
the ranks of M.G.M. as the Lion Squadron. He then presented
W/Cmdr Burnside with a bronze Lion - eighteen century designe
with an inscription commemorating the occasion. At some future
date, all members of the Squadron will be presented with Lion
Medals, the holder of which will have certain privileges at any
M.G.e theatre. A draw took place as to which pilot gets Lana
Turner's name for his aircraft. Seventeen names were drawn for
names altogether. Sgt Johnson was the lucky pilot and amid an
ovation from the Squadron he promptly chalked her name on his
aircraft nearby. Fox Movietown news and several still photo-
graphers plus one or two London News agency-reporters, photo-
graphed the whole afternoons proceedings. veo/2,
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The celebration culminated in a party in the Sgt's Mess for
the whole Squadron together with the visitors.

Seven raft did Fighter Affiliation during the day. Two
more NCO's received their commissions today. F/O Vandekerchove
and F/O Oakley. A new crew arrived from 1609 Conversion Unit,
F/O Colquheun is the Captain.

Routine Instruction and activities took place today. The
weather was duff and no flying took place. Information
received that Squadron was expected to be ready to operate
on Friday, May 29th.

More fighter affiliation took place also several Bombing
details on Strenshill Practice Range. Five aircraft did
night X-Country.

Today the Squadron became Operational. No Ops took place
owing to a Standown. Normal activities went on through out
the day.

Thirteen aircraft were detailed for a Bombing attack on Wuppertal
twelve took off successfully, one was a non-starter due to engine
trouble ~ our first Operational task in Halifax and a new target.
A1l the crews returned to Base safely except one — F/O Cadmus,
who landed at Turlaign. His aircraft was hit in several places
by flak over the target resulting in one engine packing up. A
cursory examination by the Engineer Officer resulted in the
Aircraft having to be left behind and the crew returned by rail.
Three other aircraft were badly hit by flak, piloted by F/O's
Gagnon, Fellner and Crew.

No flying took place today, normal ground lectures and instruction
carried out. The crews recently posted to the Squadron, Lt
Lyttle and Crew, also F/O St Louis and Crew from 1659 C.U.

There was a Stand down today resulting in no Operational flying.
F/Lt Vebster returned from a 49 hour pass. He attended the

days for Victory Week in an Official capacity in his home town
of Bexley North. The outcome of which, a Halifax Bomber is to
be donated by Bexley North to the Squadron and F/Lt Webster will
become the pilot.

Honour and Awards: R98109 F/Sgt Higgins, FJ was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Medal.
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No operations were scheduled for this date due to bad
weather. No flying training was carried out but in-
tensive ground training was conducted to rectify any
errors found to have been committed on our first operation
on Hal%ifaxes over Wuppertal on May 29th.

The weather continued unsatisfactory and no operations were
scheduled for this date. Some of the Squadron Officers paid
a social call to Harrogate.

The weather still continued unfavourable and the Squadron was
very keen to get cracking on another operation on Halifax
aircraft. No flying training was carried out.

Twelve aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on BOCHUM

but this operation was scrubbed due to unfavourable weather.

The Squadron was very keen to gon this trip. four crews de-
tached to Topcliffe returned to the Unit on this date.

No operations were scheduled for this date. Lectures were
carried out all day and six crews did night flying training.

Movies taken of the M.G.M. presentation played at the Empire
Theatre in Leicester Square. No operations were scheduled and
due to unfavourable weather no flying training was carried out.
Lectures were carried out.

W/Cmdr Burnside proceeded to Westcott to take the engine
handling course. S/Ldr Earthrowl assumed command of the
Squadron in his absence. Thirteen aircraft were detailed
for a bombing attack on MUIHEIM in Germany. However, this
operation was cancelled at a late hour due to unfavourable
weather. The remaining crews detailed to Topcliffe for con-
version training returned to Unit.

No operations were scheduled for this date due to unfavourable
weather. Most of the Aircrew went to Harrogate for a social
whirl. Pyb Ross had the first practice of our Squadron
Cricket team.

Fifteen aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on ESSEN
and again this operation was scrubbed due to unfavourable
weather conditions. All personnel were getting more impatient
to get another operation in on Halifax aircraft.

Weather unfavourable and no operations scheduled. Ensa show
in the evening at which the Squadron was well represented.

Seventeen aircraft were detailed to attack DUSSELDORF in the
greatest raid the R.A.F. ever put on. All aircraft took off
and all returned to England safely. F/Sgt Higgins returned
early due to Navigational trouble. F/O Colquhoun was badly
shot up and landed at Oulton. While taxying on the perimeter
track at Oulton he was run into by a Wellington Aircraft and
Sgt Millard (the bomb aimer) suffered a strained back — the
other crew members were uninjured. E/Lt Hockey successfully
completed his first trip as Captain of an Aircraft.

..0/26



12/6/1,3

13/6/13
14/6/43

16/6/13
17/6/13
18/6/13

19/6/13

26/6/&3

21/6/13

- 26 -

S/Ldr Earthrowl and P/O Crew proceeded to Westcott on an engine
handling course and the Wing Commander returned to assume
command. Twelve aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack

on BOCHUM. Sgt Biggs was a non-starter due to mechanical
trouble. P/O Perks returned early due to mechanical trauble
after crossing the Dutch Coast. The other aircraft all returned
to Base with the exception of Pilot Officer Fellner who is
listed as missing from this raid. It was a sad lost losing
P/O Fellner since he and his crew weré original members of the
Squadron and were all "gen" men. The origi crew were all
commissioned in this Squadron as well. F/O Lou Somers single
handed attacked ESSEN in error and suffered severe flak damage.

No operations were scheduled for this date and the Squadron had
a well earned rest.

Twelve aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on OVERSHAVEN
but this operation was cancelled due to unfavourable condition.

No operations scheduled due to this being the moon period. The
armoury section of the Squadron had a very successful party in
Northallerton.

No operations were scheduled this date and the Officer's mess
had a very successful party bidding adieu to Group Captain
Carscallen the Station Commander.

No operations were detailed this date due to the Moon period.
Everyone had a rather quiet day recuperating from the previous
night's party.

Seventeen aircraft were detailed for a special moonlight bombing
attack on the Schneider works at LE CREUSOT south east of Paris.
Two aircraft were non-starters due to technical trouble. P/O
Crew returned early due to gyro trouble. All the other aircraft
very successfully bombed the target and all returned safely to
England. For the first time in Bomber Command a daylight cameral
was carried on a night operation. The aircraft was piloted by
S/Idr. Furthrowl and a series of very successful photographs

was obtained. F/Lt Durocher was injured in the heel by a tracer
bullet after crossing the French Coast on the way home.

Four aircraft were detailed for an operation on OBERSHAVEN, but
this operation was cancelled. Hon Vincent Massey visited the
Squadron on this date.

Fourteen aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on DREFELD.
All aircraft took off successfully. Two returned early due to
Technical trouble. The other twelve aircraft successfully
bombed the target and returned to Base.
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22/6/13 Fourteen aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on
MULHEIM. W/Cmdr Burnside returned early due to gyro trouble
and F/Sgt Higgins returned after crossing the Dutch Coast due
to Navigation trouble. Of the other twelve aircraft, only
eight &ircraft returned safely. The other four aircraft are
listed as missing. The aircraft were piloted by F/Lt Webster,
P/0 Cadmus, Sgt Hamilton and F/O Reid and their loss will be
surely missed in this Squadron since they were an integral
part of our Squadron's life.

23/6/&3 No operations were scheduled for this date but two of the Squadron
aircraft conducted a sea-search for our missing crews of the
previous night. There were no results of these sea searches.

24/6/1,3 F/Lt Taylor was promoted to the rank of S/Ldr and P/O Tubman
to the rank of F/ILt. Eleven aircraft were detailed for a
raid on WUPPERTAL. F/It Ganderton returned early due to both
turrets being unserviceable. Of the other ten crews, nine
landed safely at Base and Flying Officer Lou Somers did not
return from this raid. Lou was very popular with all Squadron
members and will be sorely missed.

25/6/43 Nine aircraft were detailed for a raid on GELSENKRICHEN. W/Cmdr
’ Burnside crashed on take-off due to lack of brake pressure.
F/Sgt Rodwell was a non-starter due to Guns being unservieable.
Of the other seven aircraft five only returned to Base. P/O
Gagnon and F/Sgt Higgins D.F.M. are missing from this raid.
These two Pilots were original members of the Squadron and will
both be missed very much.

26/6/1,3 The Squadron had a stand down today to rest from its strenuous
week's attacks on the Ruhr Valley during the past week.

27/6/43 ' The Squadron had another stand down today and it was appreciated
by all Squadron members who were still played out by our
previous fivg raids.

28/6/1,3 Nine aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on COLOGNE.
P/O Morton returned to Chipping Warden after crossing the
Dutch Cdast due to his Starboard outer engine failing. P/O
Crew and Sgt Henry, Sgt Johnson and F/Lt Tubman landed safely
at Chipping Warden. Sgt Schmitt, landed wheels-up at Chipping
Warden due to his undercarriage control as having been shot
away by flak. F/Lt Ganderton and his crew baled out over
England. On crossing the Coast on his way to the Target his
aircraft was shot up very badly by an emeny fighter but he
nursed it back to England, and not having enough controls left
to effect a landing the whole crew baled out. Two members of
the crew P/O Soeder and F/S Newcombe were taken to hospital with
slight injuries. Sgt Biggs landed at Wing and P/O Arnot landed
badly shot up by flak at Dunsdon.

29/6/&3 No operations were scheduled this date. Crews who landed away
from base all returned to base with exception of the two taken
to Hospital. :
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No operations again scheduled for this date. Press men visited
the Station to interview Flight Lieutenant Ganderton about his

superb feat of airmanship. F/Sgt Edwards of Squadron Mainten-

ance was posted.

Honours' and Awards: Nil

Commissions:
J17501 W/O Crossman, G.T. (Navigator) appointed to Pilot
Officer w.e.f. 29/4/L3.

J17609 Sgt Tedford J.L. (WOP/AG) appointed to Pilot Officer
weeefs 29/L/13.

145348 Sgt Perks G.D. (Pilot) appointed to Pilot Officer
weeofo 9/3/43.

Promotions:

121801 A/F/it C.A. Taylor promoted to the rank of Acting S/Idr
wee.f. 16/6/13.

lh21h2‘P/O G.P.T. Tubman, promoted to the rank of Acting F/Lt
wee.f. 17/6/13.

128408 P/O/A/F/Lt L.D. Izzard promoted to the war subs. Rank
of temporary F/O w.e.f. 25/1/13.

127509 P/O J.W. Moore, promoted to the war subs rank of temp F/O
WeEof e 8/2/[(.3.

J15990 P/O W.L. Moyle, promoted to the war subs. rank of temp.
F/O w.ecfo 21/3/[&30

Postings:

J22/,88 P/O Low posted from 1659 C.U. w.e.f. 28/5/L3

J14,059 P/O B.A. St Louis posted from 1659 C.U. w.e.f. 28/5/43.
J20168 P/O A.C. Law posted from 1659 C.U. w.e.f. 28/5/13.
3307 F/L G.F. Burton posted from Topcliffs wee.f. 18/5/13.
J10353 F/0 H.D. Reid posted from 1659 C.U. we.e.f. 10/6/43.
J14193 P/O AM. Pariseau posted from 1659 C.U. w.e.f. 10/6/43.
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l/7/b3 The Squadron participated in a Dominion Day celebration
in Ripen. No operations scheduled for this date. The
CO started his leave and S/Idr Earthrowl assumed Command
of the Squadron. Three new Captains and their Crews
settled down to their first day of Squadron Life. They
are Sgt Olsvik, Sgt Cornelius, F/Sgt Champion. A dominion
dinner was held in the Officer's Mess - Squadron Officers
being present. :

2/7/13 No bombing ops detailed for this day, but four kites detailed
for gardening. The trip was carried out without incident but
the aircraft landed away from base due to weather conditions.
P/O Arnet and Crew and Sgt Henry and Crew landed at Benu Lieu.
F/Sgt Champion and crew at Eastwood. P/O Williams and crew at
Mincham.

3/7/13 Ten aircraft detailed for operations on Cologne - again !}
P/O Crew, F/Sgt Johnson, Sgt Schmitt, P/O Williams, Sgt
Henry, S/L Earthrowl, F/Lt Tubman, P/O Morton, P/O Arnot,
F/Sgt Champion. P/O Crew returned early owing to hydraulic
trouble. Henry, S/L Earthrowl, and P/O Arnot being non-
starters. F/Sgt Champion returned after crossing Dutch Coast
. owing to trouble in gaining height. We suffered no losses.

L/7/43 Five aircraft detailed for an operation which was scrubbed
before briefing. Sgt Henry returned from Beaulieu with "Y"
after an absence of 4 days. '

5/1/13 Ten aircraft were detailed for operations but old man weather
turned against us again and ops were cancelled. Squadron per-
sonnel retreated to their respective Messes and enjoyed another
free evening. Messrs. Earthrowl, Ganderton, Greening, Morrison,
Chasenoff, etc., enjoyed themselves in the Officer's Mess with
an evening of pool - at which they definitely excel.

6/7/43 Ten aircraft detailed for operations. This operation was cancelled
early. Two new crews arrived from 1659 C.U. and 1654 C.U. They
are F/O Baum and F/Sgt Countess. Two of our best Captains were
promoted from P/O to F/Lt today. P/O "Dickey" Morton and P/O
"Jersey" Crew. F/Lt Izzard left for a signals conference at
Pershore - 427 Squadron signals leader being the only one in-
vited from Group. P/O Dormand assumed Signal Leader's duties.

7/7/143 No ops detailed for this date. The two new crews settled down
to their first day of Sgn life. - S/Ldr now Capt Carl Taylor,
UesSeAeA.Fe returned from leave in his brilliant new uniform.

He resumed command of "B" Flight and carried on with work as
though nothing had happened. S/Idr Gill and F/Lt Armstrong

- has liaison officers from No 1 Radio School and No 24 O.T.U.,
arrived as visitors to the Squadron. They were taken under the
wing of F/Lt Izzard and P/O Dormand who gave them the gen on how
to be good lions. F/Sgt Rodwell and crew returned from leave
looking as though they all had a "™good time". Resting was the
vogue for the day. R/O Pete Greening resumed eating - after a
spell of fasting = the result of an "operation in Harrogate.
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Ten aircraft were detailed for operations today, but were
scrubbed about 18.15 S/Ldr Gill our visitor had a good look
around the station and expressed his enthusiasm for our method
of working. F/O Soeder (Red) returned from hospital where he has
been since he bailed out. He still has a slight limp, but that
didn't stop him getting around to the orderly room for a leave
pass, etc. He is off to London to join the gang, F/Lt Gander-
ton and P/o Pete Greening — who went on leave earlier today.
F/Sgt Champion and his crew, who are only recent members to the
"Iion's" Den also went on leave today. In the evening there
was a small party in the Officers Mess, when four Canadian
girls went through an initiation ceremony — the "Flare Path".
They all pased with flying colours.

S/Idr Earthrowl went on leave today. 10 aircraft detailed

to attack Gelsenkircken. F/Sgt Rodwell returned early owing
to his bomb/airmen being ill. Otherwise the Squadron completed
another Rhur raid without losses. This raid, according to all
reports, but an end to the Battle of the Rhur - in which we
had a very active part.

F/Lt Izzard returned from a conference at Parnhore looking as
though things were going well for us in the "Signal-line".

We were the only operational Squadron to be represented — One
up for 427. No operations were detailed for this date. F/O
Vellum, left the Squadron having completed a tour of ops. He
is now dishing out gen at 24 Q.T.U. Honeyborne. W/Cmdr
Burnside returned from leave and again assumed command of the
"Lion's".

No ops today. Squadron had a stand down. F/Sgt Johnson and F/Sgt
Hughes were commissioned today. F/Sgt (Lana Turner) Johnson

is an old member of the Squadron and one of our best pilots

and Hughes is al® a member of long standing. Meeting was the
vogue for the day. F/Lt Ganderton was awarded the D.F.C. and

also promoted to S/Ldr. He is on leave at the moment, but when
he returns a party is indicated.

Operations were detailed for this date, but were cancelled
later on. A very quiet day with nothing exceptional to report.

12 aircraft detailed to attack Aachon. Captains were W/Cdr
Burnside, F/O Arnet, F/L Norton, F/Sgt Rodwell, Sgt Cornelius,
(1st trip), Sgt Sobkovies (1st Trip) Capt Taylor, Sgt Olavik,

Sgt Schmitt, P/O Williams, W/C Vandekerckhove, and F/Sgt Countess.
Our only loss was Sgt Sobkowics - a new skipper. F/Sgt Rodwell
returned early owing to engine trouble otherwise, it was a very
good mission. Sgt Cornelius had a bad siing on take off and there
were signs of relief when he straightened out and got airborne.
Our old "Lion" the popular Rocky (Flare Path) Durocher, the
Gunnery Leader, returned from hosiptal in the evening, with

his foot still in plaster. He was looking very well and

puats his healthy appearance down to the fact he has been on the
wagon for a month. Quite a change for Rocky! F/O Soeder
returned from leave, having had a quiet time, due to his foot

having a "relapse".
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14/7/43 Stand down today. The SIGNALS SECTION under the direction
of F/L Izzard and P/O Dormand "organized" a dinner party with
a drinking party to follow, which was held in the evening. The
Squadren was well represented — W/Cmdr Burnside and all the
Section Leaders being present. Jock's Cafe was the rendevous
and the meal according to the CO was "superb". The dinner was
paid for from the proceeds of P/O Dizzy Dormand's "Lion's Den",
the Squadron Cafe, which has been doing quite well recently.
After dinner the "mob" adjourned to Jock's Dance Hall and pro-
ceeded to turn it into a "speak-easy" (427 type). F/It Izzard
"made music" and various songs and verses were sung amid much
beer, etc. F/Lt "Rocky" Durocher had his first "wetting" for
a month and after an hour was back "in form". No damage was
done and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

15/7/43 Another quiet day. One new crew, Sgt Hallands and Crew, arrived
from Croft, our old Station, so they will have the makings of
good lions. F/L Ganderton, returned from leave and was very
amazed to hear of his award. According to "Gandi", P/O Pete
Greening (still on leave), couldn't keep the pace in London.
Slacking Pete, - slacking!

16/1/13 Another stand down today. Weather was fairly good and air
test and cross country trips were done by our new crews. The
photographs arrived from M.G.M. and were issued to the members
of the Squadron.

17/7/13 Once more a stand down was ordered. It was decided today to
form a committee to organize a Squadron party. F/Lt Izzard
was elected chairman, and F/Lt Hensby, treasurer. A meeting
was held in the afternoon and a date was decided upon. Other
members of the committee include F/O Clark, Capt Taylor, F/Sgt
Dane, F/Lt Watkins, F/Lt Morrison, F/Lt Tubman, Sgt Withers.
It was definitely established that this party will be held entirely
for Squadron personnel and entry will be promulgated in Station
Routine Orders. F/Lt Chas' went on leave, F/O Clark took over as
Adjt.

18/7/13 Another-quiet day with glorious weather. A fair amount of local
flying was done and planes and their crews were on "top line"
form. The Squadron is now in ship shape condition again, after
the losses we suffered in the Battle of the Haur. F/Sgt Tony
Rodwell, one of our English members, received his commission
today. Also Sgt Fernand, another English member.

19/7/43 No Ops today, and rather poor weather. No flying. The various

sections organized lectures and quite a few useful hours were
put in -~ in this style. Nothing exceptional to report.
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Again came the order - stand down. P/O Johnson returned from
leave looking spruce in his new uniform. In the afternoon the
Officers and Sergeants went to Badale cricket ground and had a
return match in vain attempt to alter the score of the last game.
This time the officers were subjected to a more severe beating,
losing by a clear 40 runs. Sgt Withers, Sgt Young, Sgt Thompson,
P/O Ross, P/O Williams and F/O Clark, seeming to be the loading
lights of the game, although everyone put up a good show. F/Cmdr
Burnside our CO had a double but before we could see what he really
was like, he was caught by Sgt Young. There was a little cele~
bration in the evening in both the Officers and Sgts Mess. P/O
Johnson was initiated into the "Leo Club".

A quiet day today. No operations scheduled. Everyone getting
rather stale owing to long stand downs. Be glad to get operational
again.

Sixteen aircraft detailed for operations which were cancelled
shortly aater briefing. Everyone looking relieved to be at work
again. A quiet evening was spent by the crews - in their
respective Messes.

Operations were detailed for this day but again there was an
early scrub. Fortunately it was early enough for the chaps

to go out and being a glorious day cycling and swimming, ending
in the usual "noggin" was the vogue.

Today was the first stage of the Battle of Hamburg. 12 a/c were
detailed for ops. This was one of the best ops. the Squadron
has ever done. There were no "boomerangs" and no losses and
according to the crews, Hamburg "had it". Crews participating
in the raid were, S/L Northrowl, F/L Norton, F/O Arnott, P/O
Rodwell, Sgt Cornelius, Sgt Riggs, Sgt Schmitt, F/O Williams,
P/O Vandekerchove, P/O Johnson, Sgt Henry, P/L Crow.

Today eleven aircraft detailed to attack Essen. W/Cmdr Burnside

our CO led the attack in which P/O Rodwell, Sgt Cornelius, F/L
Norton, Sgt Biggs, F/L Crew, Capt Taylor, Sgt Schmitt, P/O

Williams, P/O Vandekerchove and Sgt Henry took part. There were

two early returns. Capt Taylor and R/L Crew owinz to engine trouble.
The Rhur specialist, Sgt Schmitt pranged on landing, having had

his undercarriage shot up. It was a very good prang as prangs go.
The only damage was the undercarriage and a smashed prop. The

crew escaped unhurt.

No bombing ops detailed for today, but two crews F/Sgt Champion
and crew and P/O Johnson stood by until the evening for a sea
search. They eventually got airborne and returned about six
hours later having found nothing. Dingh's were found but in
our crews area, there was nothing more than a mine and a German
bouy to arouse their excitement. The rest of the Sgn enjoyed a
stand dowm.
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Fifteen aircraft today for ops. There were no "Boomerangs"
and another lst class op was accomplished by the "Lions".

Crews said that Hamburg was beginning to look like Lorient -
(our old favourite) — a night cross country — with the turning
point 1it up. W/Cmdr Piddington an ex Flight Commander of
this Sduadron was reported missing. F/Lt Chas' our Adjutant
returned from leave looking weary, his usual radiant smile -
must have done well at the races (etc).

Stand down today. Crews enjoyed the rest, and glorious weather
made swimming and sun-bathing very popular. The "Rocky Mount-
aineers" operated in Harrogate and a good time was had by all.
Groundcrew boys had a chance to get kites sericeable. Credit
mist be given where it is due and on this Squadron, it is
certainly due to them. "Keep 'um Flying boys".

Fifteen aircraft today again attacked Hamburg. This was our

3rd attack and as good as the rest. We didn't lose any kites

but the bocke suffered one down and one probable, after having
attacked P/O Vandekerchove and crew. Sgt McLean the rear-gunner
deserves credit for this feat, as Jerry's night fighter boys

are generally not so dumb. On being credited with a probable,
Sgt Williamson the Nav declared - "Jonz, they never give you any-
thing in this outfit". McLean replied, - "0.K. Willie, I'1ll

get you another one next time." There were no turn backs and
everyone declared - a "gem op".

More work again today when 12 aircraft were scheduled for operations
against the Rhur. W/Cmdrs Burnside again let the attack which was

a two target affair. Later reduced to one. Also taking part

were F/L Morton, P/O Arnott, Sgt Nesfurber, Sgt Cornelius

P/Sgt Champion, Sgt Welch, F/S Biggs, Sgt Clevik, F/L Crew,

Cpl Taylor and Sgt Walton. Sgt Cornelius non-starter. Our

first loss for quite a while occurred tonight when Sgt Westerberg -
an Austrailian Pilot and his crew - failed to return. It was their
first trip. F/Lt Izzard, the puopular Signal's Leader and organizer
of our Squadron party, which we hope to hold shortly, left for
London on the scrounge for dresses and "Shekels" to put on a

show worthy of the Lions.

Once again came the order for ops. This time only seven aircraft
were detailed. This op was scrubbed just before take off, when

a violent storm struck the camp. Nothing special to report except
crews who were not flying enjoyed a well earned day-off, which
was spent in sleeping.
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A stand down today came as welcome news to our tired crews.

On the other hand the satisfaction of knowing they had flattened
Hamburg called for a little celebration and also today was
August JBank Holiday, so for the majority, groundcrew and air-
crew, took flight and enjoyed a field day spent amid beautiful
weather. Sgt Schmitt and his "“Happy Valley" crew, set off to
bust England "wide open" for seven days. F/Lt Izzard returned
from smoke with enough clothes for the Squadron to have a fancy
dress ball.

Once again the squadron was a hive of activity and again the target
was Hamburze. Thirteen aircraft were detailed for this attack

whch according to the crews was a definite "prang" but not on

the actual spot they were meant to prang. Reason for this was

bad weather. P/O Vandekerchove and his crew had a “shaky do" and
credit should go to Van for the way he handled his machine. The
constant speed unit on his starboard outer went u/s and on top of
that he had leavy icing. Owing to the drag on the starboard side the
machine became very hard to control and the machine came down to
4,000 ft over the Kiel canal. After having a conference, the crew
without any exception decided to stay with the ship and try and

get her home, which after a hard struzgle they did. Clouds
reaching to 20,000 ft made flying very hazardous but none of our
aircraft were missing. There were four boomerangs - F/Lt Tubman,
Sgt Wolton, F/Sgt Champion and Szt Holland owing to wing trouble.
In the afternoon a dress rehearsal for the Squadron party was

held. Under the supervision of F/L Izzard this was an enormous
success and the Station Commander, Group Captain Plant, voiced his
approval.

In the afternoon two aircraft captained by F/S Milton and R/O
Weston departed on a Sea Search. They completed their mission
with nothing exceptional to report. In the evening there were two
"Bullseyes" - F/O Baum and F/Sgt Countess — being the two skippers.
This evening also saw the crowning achievement of our Squadron
social life. We held our first real party, which differed from
the others in the fact that every member of the Squadron had the
opportunity to be present, whereas before the “shows" were purely
sectional. Promt at 7.30 the gang began to arrive at the N.A.A.F.I.
which had been "lent" to us for the evening. Airmen and airwomen
brought their own drinking utensils and the bar soon began, to
look like Stalingrad at the height of the seige.

The "Mountaineers" etc., (unfortunately the famour Rocky couldn't
lead them) arrived in force from the Officer's Mess about hald
an hour later and were soon doing "thug-a-lugs" in grand style.
Dancing, singing and thirst quenching went on until 9.00 p.m.
when a stand down was called and everyone settled dowvm to enjoy
the cabaret. Incidently, a little panic was caused when the
leading lady failed to appear until 8 minutes before the show
was due to start. F/L Izzard had visions of a re-write on this
show but his fears were abandoned when she "just made it".
WeAsAJF.S. taking part were unfortunately S.H.Q. personnel, but
they put on a grand show. Sgt Cal - Calcutt of the armoury -
L.A.C. Ozad and L.A.C. Yatkin were the leading lights and Ozad
looked very professional in evening dress, when facing the mob
as compere. The music and lyrics were written by E/L Izzard,
who was also producer of the show. .../35
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Izzy certainly has a talent here which could do with a little
explitation. Who knows, we may have another Noel Coward on our
hands. Anyway, the whole effort turned out into a "roaring"
success by piece of the good spirit and moral of the Lions.
Order was kept and everyone dispersed to their dens about mid-
night, happy and contented. Thanks are due to F/L Nensby, the
treasurer, F/Sgt Dann for his ticket organization and free
cigarettes, and to the whole cast of the show who worked hard
in their spare time in order to entertain us.

Weather was bad today and a stand down was called. Personnel
enjoyed a rest, which enabled many of them to recover from their
(unusual?) activities of the evening before. There was no
local flying and ground crews were able to bring the service-
ability up to scratch.

Another stand dowm due to weather. Resting was the vogue. A
party of W/Ops under the supervision of P/O Keen, C.Galfs,DeFalis
took off for Hull to visit the radio station there. After the
official visit was over, the boys split up and enjoyed unnoficial
visits to various parts of York which seems to be very popular
with the Lions.

Five planes detailed for a bullseye tonight. Sgt Deegan, F/Szt
Milton, Sgt Brady, Szt Fletcher and F/Sgt Buxton were the skippers.
The rest of the Squadron eajoyzd another stand dovm.

Rain poured down all day and everyone kept indoors as much as possi-
ble. Our Adjutant, F/L Chasanoff departed for a day off and F/O
Clark took over his duties. Lectures on training etc., took

place and new members to the Squadron had a busy day getting

the gan on how to be good Lions.

Fourteen aircraft detailed for operations today against Italy,
which unfortunately was scrubbed due to weather conditions.
Aircrews were agog with excitement at the opportunity of going
on the Squadron's first long stooge, and are certainly looking
forward to the next time this chance occurs. Sgt Duncanson, our
engineer leader, was commissioned, after a long wait. He
certainly deserves it, having worked hard in his section.

Nine aircraft for operations tonight against Mannheim. There
were three "boomerangs" owing to wing and snags and the rest of
the aircraft returned. Sgt Biggs and crew baled out over Reading
after bombing their target and being shot up by a night fighter.
They all landed more or less safely only bomb aimer, Sgt Richards,
sprained his ankle. Today, also saw a farewell party in both the
officers! and Sergeants! Messes for our sister squadron, 408 who
are leaving this station to do "bigger things".

Once again ops were on and this time we mustered 11 a/c.
Tonight's attack was on Nurnburg, one of the longest trips
we have done.

A1l our a/c returned back to the country okay. P/O Williams
being the only skipper to bring his kite home to base. This
has no reflection on the other boys as they received a ,
definite diversion. _ .../36
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Stand down today. Usual infiltrations through the main gate -
navigational pointers indicating that Harrogate and Darlington
were about to be attacked. HNothing exceptional to report.

A greag day for the squadron. Today 9 crews were detailed to
attack Italy - strangely enough they were 9 of our cub crews but
according to all reports, they certainly made the "Italite"
think that judgement day had come. Once again 427 was widely
dispersed over England on return. One of our aircraft

even going as far as landing in North West Africa. This
machine was captained by F/Sgt Countess who deserves credit for
this feat. Oned his engines was put out of action making it
impossible to gain enough height to cross the Alsp, so instead
of baling out they made a rough course for the African coast
with which F/Sgt Countess is familiar, having been stationed
in the Middle Bast, a safe landing was made and the return is
eagerly awaited by the Squadron when ™" lands "bombed up" with
fruit, etc.

Moon period - hence the call - "nothing doing". Once more
Harrogate and Darlington were severly pranged. Most of the
crews spent their time resting and "genning up" on their
"indoor sport".

Usual Moon period stand down. Today on reading the London Times,
S/ldr Earthrowl discovered that he had been awarded the D.F.C.
In the evening there was much rejoicing and hand shaking and the
officers mess, to say nothing of the "gong" wetting.

No operations today but four aircraft were detailed for a
"bullseye". This was carried out successfully, with no boobs,
meking four new crews rady for the "fray". The rest of the
Squadron spent their time having a quiet Sunday.

A great day for P/O Davis Ross, P/O Vandekerchkove and P/O
Dizzy Dormand. These boys all original members of the "ILions"
Squadron received B.F«Co.'s. Owing to the fact that "Davis" was
avay at the time, celebrations were postponed. There were no
ops scheduled today and the local hide-out, "the Willow Tree",
famous in the Squadron Song, was sas usual over-flowing.

After a spell of resting, crews were glad to hear that familiar
call - "ops on". Thirteen were detailed to attacxk the radio-
experimental station at Peenerunde, a2 smeall village on the
Baltic coast. e suffercd one loss - Szt Brady — a new skipper.
Air Marshal Harris, C.-in-C. Bomber Command, congratulated us on
this "prang" and according to all reports our particular wave
did the most damage to the lot. This trip saw the end of a tour
for Sgt Schmitt and his crew - the first orizginal crew to be
screened on this squadron. The rest of our aircraft returned
safely, after some of them having tussels with night fighters.
Sgt Schmitts parting gift was a Fock tlolfe 190 which was shot
down by his rear-gunner, Sgt. Stubby licNamara.
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Air Ministry saw fit to sténd the lads down after their terrific
performance the night before, and this was well appreciated
by all crews. Judging by their gaiety in both messes.

Eleven aircraft were detailed for operations, but were scrubbed
earlier on, due to weather conditions being below par - more
signs of relief from 77 aviators to say nothing about the
ground crews.

The “Gansters" got together, i.e. (Dizzy, Davy and Van). One
would have thought they'd had tem for months judging by the
state of their ribbons. Its marvellous how faded a ribbon can
look after two or three pints have been jettioned on them.

Wleather still not up to scratch so no flying was scheduled.
Pool tables in either messes worked overtime.

Still more duff weather though not duff enough to stop the
boys from visiting the big cities. HNo aviating for today.

Operations detailed for 13 aircraft on a brand new target

namely Leverkugen, preliminary report indicate a good pranging.
Ve suffeed no losses, just to show no i1l feeling we took three
"converted" skippers from our new stable companions, i.e. 429,
they should be well clued up after flying second string to "Call™
Taylor, "Tubby" Tubman and "Indian Schmitt™.

Seventeen aircraft set off for a raid on Berlin. To reimburse
the dwindling numbers of serviceable zircraft, three lkites were
borrowed for the occasion from lo 429, presently non-operational,
mamed by Iions. F/S Champion and P/O Milton were not destined
to share in the glory of this attack, and were forced to abandon
their task, due to the conking of port outer engine and the
unserviceability of the rear turret guns, respectively. Un~—
fortunately, two of our crews failed to return - F/O Baum and
Sgt Cornelius - and although the powers "up high" were satisfied
with the devestation left behind by our aircraft - the loss of
these two up and coming crews, was a bad blow to the Lions.
Apparently the boys are encountering terrific opposition from
night-fighters these days and that Jerry is finally pulling

his aircraft out of the ice~box. This is no doubt an indication,
that this type of defence will be encountered in future, and to
expect heavy losses.

Good o0ld Yorkshire weather! Featuring a drizzle from early
morning until well after bed-time, kept the boys within the
confines or within a radius of easy reach of the camp.
No flying however, of any description was carried on.

Recent arrivals at the Squadron were initiated into their
respective aircraft by being detailed for a cross—country. Three
crews participated, Sgt Deegan, F/O Pery-Knox-Core, and F/O Cribb.
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26/8/13 Notification of immediate award of the D.F.H. to Sgt Biggs,
Sgt Elliott and Sgt Moyler was received this date from Air
Ministry. These were awarded for the devotion to duty of the
airmen concerned, after being attacked by an enemy fighter
on August 9th. Vide Form 541l. The skipper, F/S Riggs, had
been recommended for his actions for the award of the
Conspicuous Gallantry lMedal, but the powers that be, apparently
were not in agreement.

27/8/43 Thirteen aircraft were detailed for a raid on Nurnberg. All
crews prangzed the target excepting that of "F for Freddie"
piloted by Sgt Buxton, whose Flight Ingineer had a case of
teold feet" and only after he fell unconscious did the skipper
abandon his task. Sgt Hilton has been recommended to be
removed from flying duties due to the lack of confidence and
moral fibre. This is not entirely a fault to be placed on
the individual concerned, but rather upon the "production line"
methods with which Flight Engineers who have been employed
solely on ground duties for a long period of time, are within
a matter of three or four weeks ~ in some cases, from the time
of their first flip in an aircraft - placed on operations.

28/8/L3 Again inclement weather conditions prevented any flying
training to be carried out by our new crews. NO ops were
scheduled for this date. '

29/8/13 One of the Iions' crack pilots met with an unfortunate
accident this date. Assigned to transport three Fitters in the
Station Exford to Ford in order that one of our diverted
Halifaxes could be repaired, ran into a low ceiling and on
reducing altitude to locate his bearing, crashed against the
side of a hill 25 miles U.E. of Lancaster killing the pilot
and the three passengers -~ a2ll Canadians. It seems ironic that
Sgt Henry, a very capable pilot who has ~faced the enemy on
18 raids over enemy territory, totalling 111:21 operational
hours, should meet this end.

30/8/13 Fourteen aircraft were cetailed for a raid on Munchen-Gladbach.
F/L Morton and crew were non-starters. Sgt Doegan abandoned
his task when his rear gunner reported that all guns in the
turret were u/s, and the navigator proved that he could not
operate with only a flashlight for a guide, when the light in
his compartment went u/s. Sgt Wolton returned early also, after
his inter-com became unserviceable. The remaining aircraft
reached the target area, and thoroughly pranged "unpronounceable"
leaving fires which were visible for over 100 miles on the outward
Journey. Unfortunately, Sgt Buxton's Halifax failed to return
from this operation.
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Twelve aircraft were detailed for raid on Burlin. Sgt

Welch returned early due to rear turret unserviceability,

and Sgt Holland abandoned task due to inability of WOP/AG

to receive oxygen. The remaining aircraft proceeded to the
targety, and although reports would indicate that this raid

was not nearly as concentrated as the last on this target,

Berlin was still left a mass of burning fires. A bad blow to the
Squadron was the loss of P/O Vandekerchhove who failed to

return from this operation. He was one of the best liked

members of this squadron, both with officers and men alike.

His light-~heartedness and cheerfull personality was an in-
spiration to everyone. Only recently did he receive the D.F.C.
for "at all times displaying fine airmanship and determination of
the very highest order". Had Van been able to complete this
sortie, he would have completed his first tour of operations.

Honour and Awards: During this month the Distinguished Flying
Cross were awarded to S/Ldr C.H. Karthrowl, Pilot Officers

P. Dormand,D.B. Ross, G.P. Vandekerchkhove and also P/Os E.F.
Flanagan and G.T. Crossman received DFCs for duties while on
this Squadron. The Distinguished Flying Medals were awarded
to Sergeants P. Biggs, J. Elliott and L.E. Moyler.

Commissions:

J18175 Sgt G.W. Heselton, (A/B) appointed to Pilot Officer wef
B{gﬁ?z Sgt .P. Suter, (WOP/AC) appointed to Pilot Officer wef
iiéZéQBSgt W.He Schmitt, (Pilot) appointed to Pilot Officer wef
?5%31538@ Duncanson, RA (F/E) appointed to Pilot Officer wef

.../A,O
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A1l aircraft which were diverted to West Malling, Kent, from
previous night's Operation returned to base safely. Due to
fact that the Squadron had operation on two proceeding night's
a "stand down" was ordered, and due to bead weather and poor
visibi}ity no day flying was possible.

A good response was made by Squadron Personnel to the appeal for
blood doners made by the blood transfusion team re-visiting
Leeming. Six aircraft detailed for MINELAYING Operations. Two
aircraft returned early due to U/S Goons. The funerals were
carried out for Sergeant Henry, Cpls Holt, Keighan and ACl Davies,
killed in a flying accident at SEDBURGH Westmorland. Internment
being made at Holwood cemetery, Haarogate at 1400 hours. Large
party of Bearers and personnel from the Squadron attended. Cpt
C.A. Taylor and P/O E. Williams and their respective crews were
screened from operations upon completion of their first tour.
More postings of Groundcrew to the Tactical Air Force effected.

No operations activity by Squadron - "Total stand down".
Information received that Wing Commander R.S. Turnbull,

DFM is coming to take over command of Squadron from "Wing
Commander D.H. Burnside, DFC & Bar, on posting to Headquarters
Bomber Command. At pay parade all Squadron personnel contributed
towards a gift for Wing Commander Burnside. F/Lt Morton & Crew
screened from operations today.

No operations were scheduled for today and the Squadron had
another stand down. In the evening the Officers of the Squadron
took Wing Commander Burnside into Ripon for an informal farewell
party. Reports indicated that the party was an unqualified
success. There were further groundcrew postings out and the
situation was becoming critical respecting the manning position
of the Squadron. The Adjutant on contacting records at Gloucester
was informed that the personnel had to proceed as ordered due

to a shortage of surplus of personnel available for postings.

Squadron parade was held and the Adjutant E/Lt Chasenoff presented
gifts of a silver plate, a wrist watch and a travelling bag to
Wing Commander and Mrs. Burnside as a farewell token of the
esteem in which Wing Commander Burnside was held by the Squadron.

These gifts were paid for by the voluntary subscription by all
members of the Squadron. Two new crews captained by Sgts Darlow
and Dressler reported to the Squadron. Twelve aircraft were
detailed for operations against MANNHEIIl. All the aircraft
successfully took off but F/S Caldwell returned early due to
engine trouble. Ten of the remeining eleven successfully
bombed the target and nine returned to base. F/Lt Laird
landed at Boscombe Don with one engine badly shot up. Crews
reported numerous fighters and a good prang. F/S Fletcher is
missing from this operation. 'ing Commander Burnside departed
on his posting to Bomber Command Headquarters.
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Wing Commander R.S. Turnbull arrived and took over command of
the Squadron. Ten aircraft were detailed for operations —
Target MUNICH. All the aircraft took off successfully. Two

aircraft returned early to base due to technical

trouble. Two

other eircraft returned early to bases in the South also due to
technical trouble. The other four aircraft landed at Manston.
Two aircraft were missing from this operation. P/O Biggs DFd and
Flying Officer Perry-Knox~Gore. The loss of these two Captains
will be a serious blow to the Squadron. Biggs being an original
member of the Squadron and Perry-Knox-Gore showing enough stuff

in the short time he was with us to convince all
ace material.

that he was

After operation to Manheim and Munich on successive nights,
the Squadron had a stand down today. F/Lt Ganderton DFC, was
promoted to the rank of Squadron Leader on taking over command
of "B" Flight. A party was accordingly held in North Allerton

at the Station hotel to celebrate this promotion
reports indicate a successful operation.

and preliminary

Aight aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack on BERLIN

but this operation was scrubbed due to weather.

Ttaly capitulate

and suitable celebrations were held in both the Sergeants and
Officer's Messes at which Lion Squadron personnel played a
prominent part. Three crews captained by P/O Harrison, P/O

Murray and Sgt Mawson, reported to the Squadron.

This date

the Inspector General of the R.A.F. visited the Station.

Squadron Leader H. Francis of Croft visited the Squadron today
for the purpose of interviewing F/Sgt Dan with a view to

posting him as Station Warrant Officer at R.C.A.F. Croft.

Ten aircraft were scheduled for operations against BERLIN again
but at the last minute tpis operation was also scrubbed.

Rain all day and no operations were scheduled. Wing Commander
Turnbull addressed all the aircrew NCO's of the Squadron. Some

of the Officers of the Squadron made a low level
with the Aueen's hotel as aiming point.

attack on Leeds

The weather continued unfavourable and no operations were
scheduled for this date. A Squadron sports conference was
held which the YMCA supervisor and Station Sports Officer

attended with a view to organize Squadron Sports.
Laird and F/L D.M. Arnet were appointed Squadron

F/Lt G.
Sports Officers

and it was decided that sports to be concentrated on would be

Volleyball and Soft ball.

ileather continued unfavourable and no operations

were scheduled

for this date. Intimation received of award of DFC's to F/Lt
B.G. Crew, 5/0 G.B. Whyte and P/O E.A. Johnson also award of

D.F.ie. to F/S Carleton. This occasion was marked by festivities in

the respective messes during the evening.
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13/9/43 lieather continued unfavourable this date and also due to the
moon period, no operations were scheduled for this date.
Intensive ground training was carried out in all sections
go gen up the new crews. ‘

1 4

14/9/43 Weather continued unsuitable and no operations were scheduled.
F/Lt J.E. Durocher, Squadron Gunnery Leader, just returned
to this Squadron after being away for more than two months.
His foot that had been injured on operations by a machine gun
bullet was completely healed.

15/9/13 Our aircraft that landed in North Africa returned to camp.
The members of the crew brought back some fresh fruit which
were distributed to all Squadron personnel. Thirteen aircraft
were detailed for operations against the rubber factory at
MONTLUCON. Three of the aircraft returned early due to various
troubles and the other ten aircraft successfully bombed the
target. Sgt Chabinoff and crew crashed at West Drayton on
the way home and all the personnel were killed. The remaining
aircraft all landed successfully at base.

16/9/143 line aircraft were detailed for operations against MODANE (Italy)
One aircraft returned early. The other eight aircraft successfully
bombed the target and all landed at Bassingbourne due to adverse
weather conditions at Base with exception of one which landed
at Coningsby.

17/9/13 Vleather was very duff this date and aircraft could not return
to base. F/Sgt Caldwell and Crew were posted to Ho 3 Group.

18/9/13 Weather cleared and the Aircraft returned from Bassingbourne.
No operations were scheduled for this date.

19/9/13 - No operations were scheduled for this date. Intensive air and
ground training was conducted in all sections including practice
bombing, fighter affiliation and air to air firing. P/0 A.
Rodwell was promoted to the rank of Acting Flight Iieutenant.

20/9/43 No operations scheduled for this date. Intensive training
programwas conducted today both ground and air. P/O J. Weston
was promoted to the rank of Acting Flight Lieutenant. Sgt
Johnie Duval was appointed to commissioned rank. The advance
party proceeded to Skipton to arrange for the reception of the
main body of personnel who would be proceeding on the 2lst
subject to operations. Three crews reported in this date - Two
from Croft and one from Topcliffe.
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21/9/13 Squadron groundcrew moved to Skipton and the aircraft were
flown down in the morning of this date. Sgt F.J. Thompson
JOP/AG was appointed to a commission this date. No operations
were scheduled for this date and this helped materially in
causing the more to go off as planned. Funeral of F/O Wells,
Sgts Chibanoff & Frost took place this date at Brookwood
Cemetery, and Sgt Potts was buried at Knaresborough. S/Tdr
Griffits Station Padre repensented as at the Funeral at
Brookwood and P/O R.J. Hayhurst DFC at Knaresborought.

—

30/9/43 Twelve aircraft detailed for operations this date. Operation
scrubbed at 1300 hrs. F/S Countess (Pilot) appointed to
commissioned rank this date.

3. Honour and Awards: During the month of September the
Distinguish Flying Corss were awarded to F/L B.G. Crew and
P/O G.B. Whyte — also the Distinguish Flying Medal to Sergeant
Carleton.

L. Commissicns:

J18359 P/O J.P. Duval appointed to Pilot Officer wef 14/7 L3
J18387 P/O D.0. Olsvik, appointed to Pilot Officer wef 5/8/L3
J18418 P/O J.L.J. Fontaine (WOP/AG) appointed to Pilot Officer
wef 9/5/L3

J1850é ?/0 2.0. Countess (Pilot) appointed to Pilot Officer
wef 11/9/43 ,

156268 P/O F.J. Thompson (A/B) appointed to Pilot Officer

wef 16/7/L3

156386/P¢O R.S. Thompson (WOP/AG) appointed to Pilot Officer
wef 15/8/43

155970 P/O F.D. Smith, (A/G) appointed to Pilot Officer

wef 11/7/13 .

156550 P/O J.A. McClune, F/E) appointed to Pilot Officer

wef 9/8/43

156417 P/O J.T. Rogerson (WOP/AG) appointed to Pilot Officer
wef 15/8/13 :

160104/P¢O J.B. Arl A/B appointed to Pilot Officer wef 14/7/43

5. Eromotionms.

J10133 F/0O A/F/Lt V.F. Ganderton promoted to A/S/Idr wef 1/9/43
J21911 P/O M.L. Joyce promoted to War subs rank of F/O wef 25/3/13
J20079 P/O P.J. Kennedy, promoted to War subs rank of F/O wef 23/L/13
J22671 P/O Y. Weston, promoted to A/F/Lt wef 7/9/43

139642 P/O D.B. Ross, promoted to War subs rank of F/O wef 30/6/L3
51503 P/O P. Dormand, promoted to War subs rank of F/O wef 14/8/43
146994 P/0 A. Rodwell, promoted to A/F/Lt wef 25/8/L3
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1/10/13 13 Aircraft were detailed for Ops this date but operations
were scrubbed during the afternoon.

2/10/13 Stand down for Squadron this date and intensive training
program both in the air and on ground was carried out.

3/10/13 Fifteen aircraft detailed for ops this date. One A/C "W"
1K637 piloted by F/L Laird was attacked by enemy aircraft
at 2010 hrs while crossing the enemy coast on the outward
journey. P/O Rogerson and WOP/AG and P/O Findlay the Rear
Gunner, were killed by cannon shell fire and Sgt Cardy the
F/Eng was critically wounded. The aircraft was forced to
return to base as a result of this attack and under carriage
was found to be locked up. The Captain was instructed by R/T
to abandon ship. The under—carriage was however downed and
a skillful bit of piloting brought the aircraft down without
further mishap.

The remaining fourteen aircraft bombed their objective, KASSEL,
and returned safely. P/O Biddiscombe, the Navigator in P/O
Cozen's crew, was wounded by a piece of shrapnel after his
aircraft was heavily engaged by enemy ground defences over the
target area.

4/10/43 Twelve aircraft were detailed for operations against Frankfurt.
It was only the full cooperation of all the ground crew personnel
that enabled the 12 kites to become airborne, and for this
effort the ground crews were highly commended by the Wince.
Eleven aircraft successfully bombed the target and upon returning
to England six of that number, were diverted to various bases
in the south. No news has been received of a missing aircraft
"J for Johnny", and as a result W/O Champion and crew have been
listed as missing. F/Lt Izzard departed to attend a Signals
Confrence at R.A.F. Moreton-in-the-l4arsh.

5/10/43 Four aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack against Germany
but this operation was scrubbed due to inclement weather
conditions. Some of the aircraft returned to base from their
diversion bases of the previous evening.

6/10/43 Zight aircraft were detailed for operations but this was also
scrubbed due to duff weather. This marked the fourth consecutive
day the Squadron has been detailed for operations. The remaining
aircraft who had been diverted during the raid on Frankfurt,
some of which returned yesterday, came back to base.

7/10/43 A stand down for the Squadron this date. Two night cross
countries were arranged and carried out.

8/10/43 Eleven aircraft were detailed for operations against Hanover this
date. One aircraft, Sergeant Kelly and crew failed to return and
has been listed as missing. Two aircraft returned early due to
technical defects, the remainingz eight aircraft having bombed their
target, landed at diversion dromes in the south. Information
received today to the effect that Sergeant Henry who was recently
killed in a flying accident, has been posthumously been appointed
to commissioned rank.
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No operations scheduled for this date. Aircraft who had
diverted from the raid the previous evening were forced

to rembin put, as visibility was very limited. The Winco
assumed Command of the Station in the absence of Gp Capt Plant.

Weather continued to be unfavourable - visibility poor - and
as a result the aircraft were again unable to return from
diversion bases. No aircraft were scheduled for ops. W/C
Turnbull in his capacity as Station Commander proceeded to

6 Group HQ to meet the Canadian High Commissioner for Eire.

Ideal flying weather prevailed throughout the day but nokites

were scheduled for operations. Personnel removed to Skipton for

the past few weeks while the runway was being repaired at Leeming,
took advantage of the lull, to return to home base. Notwithstanding,
aircrews journeyed to nearby targets and proceeded to thoroughly
drench themselves in fragrant English brews, leaving a wide area

of devestation at all the objectives that were pranged.

Though "old sol" favoured the environs of Leeming with all its
splendour, a further day of stand down was declared. Personnel
both aircrew and groundcrew alike, found it difficult to con-
centrate at their respective duties as serenity reigned through-
out the entire sguadron and it was reported that it was actually
possible to be heard once again. It is quite safe to say that
even the drop of a pin was easily distinguished from the drop of
11/0 Oakander's false dentures. This period of calm was occasioned
when our self-styled "mad adj.", the dynamic, bellowing,
boisterous Chas' departed for London this morning for a few days
so called Temporary duty. In his absence, F/O "Knobby" Clark
has assumed the duties of Adjutant, and as on other occasions,
is doing a masterful job.

F/L Don Morrison one of the veterans of the Squadron and bombing
leader since the formation, was toasted to a farewell party by

his mess-mates this evening, who much to the displeasure of all

who knew him, has been posted to a Con Unit at Dalton. The
highlight of the brawl occurred when Knobby Clark was able to

part S/L Earthrowl with a few of his "shekels" towards the pur—
chase of a "down-the~hatch". Knobby reports that when Earthrowl/
pulled out his bulging wallet in payment of this crowning achievement
last year's "cob-webbs" were still to be found amidst the masses

of notes.

A treasured possession of the Lions was received this date in the
form of a letter signed by Winston Churchill, in response to our
request to adopt one of the Prime Minister's lions, presently
being displayed in the Regent's Park Zoo. It reads as follows:
"I was very pleased to hear on my return to this country that the
Lion Squadron of the Royal Canadian Air Force had made the
suggestion that the Squadron should adopt "iareth" one of the
lion cubs at the zoo. ™"{ith every good wish for the success

" .
of your squadron". Yours very faithfully,

(Sgd) Winston Churchill
o»o 0/1{,7
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Typical "liquified" sunshine prevailed throughout the day and
another free day was declared for the Lions. Aircrew who
were desirous, were transported to Reipon where they enjoyed
bathing in the spacious indoor swimming pool.

§

14/10/43 The day began with an overcast sky becoming rapidly fair or
fine inthe forenoon and continuing as such until a slight mist
came up in the evening. Notwithstanding,the excellent flying
weather, again no aircraft were called for operations. However,
aircrews took advantage of this lull to participate in an in-
tensive flying training program which was led by the Winco,
consisting of air tests of every description and engaging
every available aircraft.

In the afternoon the station was honoured by a visit by the
Duchess of Gloucester who inspected our charming array of
WeAJAF. personnel. The noted visitor was later entertained
at tea in the Officers' Mess, at which time several prominent
members of the Lions were introduced to her. It's surprising
to note how well mannered our boys can be when the occasion
requires it.

15/10/h3 Cloudy weather prevailed throughout the day with a slight amount

of fog and rain appearing in the morning. A stand down was again
" declared. Knobby Clark relinguished his position as adjutant

and was relieved by F/O Cruikshanks. Through the medium of the
London Times, (four former Lions whose recommendations for
awards originated from this unit for their outstanding work with the
Squadron over their operational period,) we were advised of the
awards of the D.F.C. to P/O Schmitt, P/O Fernand, and F/L Tubman,
and the D.F.M. to P/O MacNamara, all the recipients having very
recently completed a tour of operations.

Bedlum again returned to the Mess this evening after the past
few tranquil days, during which time everyone was in a state
of confusion, and things are again running under normal
conditions as known only to the Lions. Reason? F/L Chasanoff
dragged his bulky frame through the portals of the Officer's
Quarters, returning from his two day sojourn in London.

16/10/13 With a fanfare of trumpets and the rumble of drums the whole
station was assembled on the parade square to participate in the
award of the S.P.M. (a hitherto unheard of decorations by the
Group Captain, to several members of the Squadron. These were
the fruits of the splendid achievement of the station softball
team and the award in question, the Softball Playing Medal, was
a presentation of the Y.M.C.A. Already the members of the team
are making plans in an effort to secure a bar to that coveted
decoration.

Overcast skies persisted throughout the day turning to fog at
first and becoming misty in the forenoon, and as a result no
kites were called for.
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The periodic “Flarepath", an occasion when all Squadron
tenderfeet officers are initiated, came off last night.

During the course of the festivities, more uniforms were
saturated with the brew, than was actually consumed. In the
forefront again came "Chas' the Adjt", who in his own in-
imitable style showed the sprogs how simple it was to balance

a mug of beer on the noggin while at the same time coordinating
with mind, body, and battling against inebriation to proceed
through a "flarepath" of beer glasses. What a man our adjt.

A great deal of shouting aminating from No. 2 hangar was
sufficient to start a steady stream of airmen to the scene of
the confusion, only to find a disorganized game of "touch"
rugby in progress as only the game can be played by Canuks.
The orderly room staff who were somewhat harrassed by the
thought of having to compile "self-inflicted injury forms
were fortunately not called upon.

No operations were called for this date, and in keeping with the
sentiments of the powers that be, the weatherman complied

with a steady drizzle which continued throughout the whole
morning and part of the afternoon, becoming fair to cloudy in
the evening.

- Overcast skies continued throughout the morning accompanied

by fog at first and changing to fair with slight mist in the
afternoon. Stand down was the order of the day. F/L Arnet

as chairman of the Anniversary Party Committee began assembling
members of the committee in preparation for the forthcoming
event. The party is scheduled for Nov 10th in commemoration

of the completion of 1 year's successful operations, and if it
proves as successful an affair as is anticipated, it will

‘definitely surpass any "do" the Lions have as yet undertaken.

An intensive training program was carried out throughout the day,
featuring air to air, air to sea, and fighter affiliation
exercises, which after this period of operational idleness, was
a very welcome break. * '

Favourable weather conditions prevailed throughout the day until
about 1700 hrs when a drizzle broke through the clear sky and
continued through until morning. Fourteen aircraft were detailed
for operations, but were scrubbed in the late afternoon. F/L
Chasanoff departed on a goodwill mission to Naburn Military Hospital
to visit F/O "Red" Soedar who is speedily recovering from Jaundice.

‘leather was somewhat improved today beginning fair to cloudy
with slight mist and closing with light showers in the afternoon.
It is apparent that winter is rapidly closing in and already a
variety of turtle-neck sweaters are the fashion.

In keeping with the rapid rise of the O.C. from the ranks to his
present position, information was received to the effect that

the Winco had been promoted to the rank of Temporary Wing Commander,
ante-dated to 6/11/42. :
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20/10/43 cont'd A soccer match between the officers and NCO's aircrew took

21/10/L3

22/10/1,3

the limelight this afternoon during the operational lull.

The NCO's overshelmed the disorganized officers' team to the

tune of 10-2. The biggest laugh of the whole tussle occurred
when 0.C. "B" Flight, S/Idr Ganderton appearing in neatly pressed
and pleated battledress, began voicing his qualifications and
skill at the game. Soon after the soliloquy a few short moments
after the kick—off whistle had blown, he tripped and found
himself neatly in the centre of a well formed oasis with the
aforementioned dress covered from head to foot in mud and
gleaming readness peering through his virtually black countenance.

In keeping with the recent appeal by the Canadian government for the
forthcoming Victory lLoan drive, the adjutant began in earnest in

an effort to put the Lions iIn the forefront in contributions, by
personally interviewing A-F in the alphabet of all aircrew
personnel. It is desired to continue the interviews until each
individual of the Squadron is personally approached.

F/L B.G. "Jersey" Crew D.F.C. and his crew were screened from
operations on completion of the 1lst tour.

Sixteen aircraft were detailed for operations against Kassel and
as many became airborne at an extremely early hour. "R" returned

. early due to an oxygen failure in the mid-upper turret as a

result of which the /U gunner passed out. "V" abandoned task after
three generators in engines had become unserviceable. "Q"
returned early due to an oil pressure drop. "Y"'s port outer
constant speed unit became unserviceable and as a result pilot
decided to abandon task. "K" crossed the enemy coast off track
due to 1/10th heavy cloud up to 20,000 feet which reduced
visibility to nil. Soon after corssing the coast enemy defences
consisting of accurate intense heavy flak opened up and holed
"Kitty" fourteen times. Violent evasive tactics ensued, comprised
of corkscrews, dives and turnings off course, until pilot
succeeded in evading the defences. This action delayed "K" for
approximately 20 minutes and since Navigator was unable to
establish position, pilot decided to return to base after
safely jettisoning bomb load somewhere over Rhur. "H" soon
after crossing enemy coast encountered enemy ack-ack-~intense
heavy flak -~ which vibrated the aircraft into a spiral dive

and only after the loss of 7,000 feet was the pilot able to
puall the aircraft under control at 12,000 feet. In this
engagement about 30 minutes were lost and since pilot would

not have been able to reach the target with the main force, he
returned to base early. "Z'" piloted by WO D.H. llelch, RAF,
returning to base early for some unknown reason, cashed near
iarston Moor, Yorks, all the crew being instantly killed. The
young pilot, a reserved, unassuming capable pilot had only a
week previously becoming a bridegroom.
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22/10/13 cont'd Three crews failed to return from this operation - "B"

23/10/43

piloted by F/L Weston, whose Navigator F/O Oakley had also
become a bridegroom only a fortnight previously, "IL" piloted
by F/O,Harrison and "Z" piloted by F/Sgt Minter.

Of the remaining aircraft which reached the target "Uv

piloted by P/O Cozens, was attacked by enemy aircraft

three different times on the homeward journey and although
there was an exchange of gunfire in each instance, the Halifax
escaped unscratched and pilot succeeded in bringing it back to
base.

S/L C.H. Earthrowl, "A" Flight Commander, flying aircraft

"B" ~ Beer" completed his 20th trip and also his 2nd tour of
operations. In his last trip this evening, he carried a
second pilot in the person of the Station Commander Group
Capt. Plant, who appeared very much impressed by the sortie.
The screening of Earthrowl on top of the aforementioned
casualties comes as a bad blow to the Squadron, as he was an
inspiring leader and one of the best liked Senior Officers of
the Station and who it is safe to say ranks as one of the most
efficient and capable pilots in Bomber Command.

Veather - fair to cloudy, with slight mist and slight showers.

Stand down this date and it certainly was required in order
that the Squadron might recuperate from the heavy blows of
last night's raid. The weather was in keeping with our
sentiments as overcast skies accompanied by intermittent fog
and rain prevailed throughout the day.

Signal received today advising that F/L Laird had been awarded
the DoFuCs, and his F/Eng Sgt Cardy, the C.G.!M. for their gallant
actions during the attack on Kassel 3rd Oct. Sgt Cardy who was
critically wounded in the right arm and left eye during the

attack by enemy aircraft, gave coherent advice to his captain
despite severe physical suffering and remained at his post
carrying out his normal duties until he finally fell uncon-

scious through loss of blood. On arrival at base he supervised the
emergency lowering of the under—carriagze which involved the
severing of a hydraulic pipe line, thus allowing the aircraft to
land safely - by this time he had regained consciousness. For
this action he was awarded the C.G.i. It is hoped that this in-
formation which was signalled to Sgt Cardy who is still on the
criticelly injured list, will aid i expediting his recovery.

In one of the roudiest mess whirls that had ever been experienced
by any officer, either living or dead, members of the mess met last
night to olebrate F/L Laird's award which also coincided with

S/L ZEarthrowl's screening. During the course of the drenching,
our linco was instituted in the Royal Order of Leo's as the

"Grand Lion", and was duly initiated under the revised policy

in said Order, whereby all potential Iions are required to (in
official terms) osculate the rectum of Leo, the M.G.H. present—
ation. F/L A. Reilly, the station adjutant was permitted into the
sacred order after going through the usual channels and has now
become an Hon member.
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2L/10/13 A large Sr. NCO "do" was held in the "Sergeants iless"
last night, during the course of which a certain beveraze
flowed at about the same rate as the aftermath of the Rhur
dam raid. Officers' were rather indignant at the very
undiplgmatic manner in which they were informed that they
were not invited - over the tannoy system.

Another stand down for this date as the climatic conditions
continued inclement, featuring fog and thick mist which
prevailed throughout the day.

25/10/43 The notoristy of our worthy, colourful adjt, went a step
further this date and added a couple more amazing incidents
to his unorthodox military career. After payinz a visit to
F/O Soeter, who is still confined to bed in York, he some-
what overstayed his intended visit and only realized that
fact after the train for camp had come and gone, without him.
In the meantime the Winco who had no idea of what had occurred and
what's more didn't care, was awakened out of a sound sleep in the
dark early hours of the morning, to be greeted by the bellowing
voice of the "Great Chas'" who informed him of his perdicament
and that he would not be able to reach camp at the specified
hour of duty. The ensuing remarks of the linco will however,
not be recorded.

The calm of the Sguadron offices was interrupted at mid-morning
by the appearance of Chas'! arriving on a 26" wheel, bicycle,
complete with shopping basket, the property of iHrs. Beaumont-
Smith, wife of the Sr Accountant Officer. It seems that the Adjt
arriving at Leeming Bar by train, finding it impossible to secure
any type of conveyance to the aerodrome, called at the B.-S.
home, and the above was the result. Anyone who has ever seen
Chas' can picture his bulky frame on the aforementioned vehicle,
. plodding the two mile journey from the station, through the
congested downtown sector of Leeming. My shattered nerves!

One of our Canadian armourers met with a rather unfortunate end
after an escapade to the town local this evening. R136224 ACL
Olson, H.O. was picked up on the Great North Road just beyond
the Willow Tree (the local) at Leeming, by the iorris Ambulance
Crew of this Station at 23.20 hrs and brought to S.S.Q. where
he was examined immediately by the Senior ledical Officer.
Examination at the time of admission revealed a stuporous
irrational individual. No signs of violence were apparent, and
no skull fracture was found. The patient was placed in the crash
ward under the supervision of the Nursing Orderly, and after
oxygen was administered for a period of ten minutes, the patient
was breathing normally. 0300 hrs the report from the MNursing
Orderly would indicate that the patient was resting guietly and
breathing in a sonexrous manner. At 0500 hrs the duty nursing
orderly found the patient dead. The cause of death is unknown;
but it is supposed that there must have been a basalar fracture
of the skull.

Weather - Fog at first, becoming fine with slight mist about
noon, fog forming again in the evening.
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Weather again carried on in its typical English form by
engulfing the environs of the camp in a "pea-souper"
which persisted throughout the day, and which curtailed
all flying.

Because the sale of bonds hasn't met with the expectations,

a conference of all section "Heads" was held in F/L Dawson's
office - Engineer Officer - in an effort to boost up the
turnover. It is felt that strong—arm, high pressure methods
will have to be adopted in an effort to get Canuks to contribute.
As a result of the conference, all Bond Salesmen are being
equipped with .38 revolvers and already totals are showing
marked gains.

The day began with the usual, fog, which cleared up consider-
ably by midday although the clouds remained. Eleven aircraft
were called for and detailed for operations, but as they were
taxying preparatory to take-off, the raid was cancelled. By
this time a slight mist had again formed.

The Station was favoured by a visit by one of the foremost
English actors - Robert Donat. The cast of the Bernard Shaw
fantasy "Heartbreak House" with Mr. Donat as the venerable

Capt Shotover, which has currently had a successful run at the
Cambridge theatre in London, performed the play as part of an
Le.NeSeA. show, and brought the house of Canucks down with
tremendous rounds of applause. It was something new in the
way of an E.N.S5.A. contribution, and was very much appreciated.
After the performance, lfr. Donat and the cast were entertained
in the Officer's Mess, after the performance, and was quite
surprised to learn and so were we, that a bomber of the Lion
Squadron proudly bears the name of the M.G.4M. film star. Donat
was induced to return to Leeming tomorrow in order that photographs
might be taken of himself alongside the bomber and its crew -
S/L Gandorton and mates.

Weather: Cloudy, with fog at first, beéoming cloudy with mist
later, and fog forming again late at night.

Robert, Donat returned to the Squadron as arranged the previous

day. The Winco and Groupie, in zoot suits, with sleek pleats,

and flat hats, were on hand to add to the festivities. The

noted actor appeared to be quite an unassuming type of gentleman,
very unaffected by his success and was very humble in his thanks for
the tribute of having a kite named after himself.

Weather: Overcast with fog at first, becoming overcast with
mist and drizzle in late afternoon.

Fourteen aircraft were detailed for operations this date but

ops were scrubbed prior to take off time. The weather was
extremely poor beginning with clouds at first with a mist
rapidly forming, and which by evening had thickened considerably.

Weather: Cloudy with rain and mist at first, becoming cloudy

with mist in afternoon. Cloudy with rain and mist in evening.

Stand down this date, as no aircraft were called for. /53
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F/0 D.B. Ross, DFC, assumed the duties of adjutant in the
absence of F/L J. Chasanoff who proceeded to London to
represent the Lion's, at the adoption ceremonies of Churchill's
Iion Cyb Mareth, to take place at the Regent's Park Zoo.

S/L V.F. Ganderton, DFC, assumed command of the Squadron in
the absence of W/C Turnbull, D.F.M., who proceeded on leave.

Stand down declared today. Slight drizzle continued through
the day with fog setting in towards sundown.

Cloudy weather with slight mist continuing throughout the day,
curtailed operations, and another state of stand down existed.

Yhen the day began the fog was so thick that it seemed almost
ironious when thriteen aircraft were detailed for operations.

As the day progressed however, the mist 1lifted and by take-off
time, it was perfectly clear. All thirteen aircraft successfully
became airborne, and guided by accurately placed P.F.F. flares,
easily found their way towards the target, but in the vicinity

of the target area, some of the crews somewhat confused the P.F.F.
markers leading to the spoof attack which was the destination for
the Lancasters. They all managed to reach the target, Dusseldorf,
and found it cloudless, with only a slight amount of industrial
haze over the city. The crews arrived rather early in the raid,
and observed the fires to be scattered and very small, but those
who reached the target a little later, report that the fires had
taken a good hold, and were very concentrated in the vicinity of
the markers.

The enemy defences consisted of moderate heavy flak which was
bursting at the height of 18/21,000 feet, with a small amount

of light flak. Most of the time the flak was in barrage form
but on occasions when aircraft were coned, the flak was con-
centrated up the cones. S/L's were numerous, and worked in
concentrations of 100 to 200, those which operated singly proved
eneffective due to the haze and smoke.

Aircraft "U", piloted by F/O F.J. Kennedy reported that a JU.88
crossed their track at 19:53 hrs at 21,000 feet, from port to
starboard, but did not attack. Aircraft "C", piloted iy F/S J.D.
Mawson, reports that an unidentified aircraft with a white light
on each wing-tip came in on his port beam, at 19,000 feet at
19:40 hrs, and as our aircraft turned in towards the aircraft,
he was lost to view.

Soon after ™", piloted by F/L G.J. Laird, D.F.C. had completed
their bombing run, the mid-upper gunner, Sgt. L.H. Smith,
sighted heavy tracer eminating from the starboard bow up. He
immediately gave the combat manoeuvre, which consisted of a
corkscrew to starboard, thus bringing the a/c to the view of
the rear gunner, as it was passing to port, flyign a reciprocal
course. The c/a did not however, attack again and remains un-
identified. No damage was claimed to either aircraft.
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3/ll/h3 cont'd Similarly, "T" piloted by F/L A. Rodwell, soon after his
bombs had been released, was attacked by an Me 210, which
was sighted by the tail gunner, P/O F.D. Smith, as it was
flying on a reciprocal course to the Halifax about 200
feet directly above. The fighter turned astern of the
Halifax and attacked from the port quarter at 500 yds, and
slightly below. The combat manoeuvre consisted of a cork-
screw to port. The Me 210 fired a short burst from 150 to
100 yds and broke off on the starboard quarter down, without
attacking again. No damage was claimed to either aircraft.

Aircraft "Q" piloted by P/O GA leldon, upon return to England landed
at Church Fenton, due to unserviceability of constant speed unit.

All aircraft bombed the target and returned to base to find it
engulfed by a pea-soup fog, which drastically limited visibility,
but they all landed safely.

At the adoption ceremonies in the London Zoo, several movie
firms and the BBC were on hand to record the adoption of
"areth", the Prime lMinister's lion cub. All Squadron per-
somnel who were in London on leave at the time were present

to lend a hand to the proceedings. They were somewhat disa-
ppointed by the fact that no celebrity was oa hand to represent
the Prime liinister, but this did not deter F/L Chasanoff, the
Adjatant, nor 1/C Tarabull, from making excellent orotories,
rmch to the delight of the huge gathering of servicemen, and
civilians, who had by this time, formed a simi-circle, about
the den of the amazed "iareth™. All personnel are now anxiously
awaiting the arrival of the newsreels pertaining to this
ceremony, which it is hoped will reach the station cinema
Germany capitulates.

A/ll/bB" " F/L Chasanoff again resuhed his duties as Adjutant, relieving
F/0 D.B. Ross, DFC, who did a masterful job, in view of the
fact that he was a tenderfoot in that new capacity. Ops were
not scheduled this date as the misty weather of the past month,
persisted throughout the day, with the occasional drop of rain.
As the conditions were not favourable towards flying a ground
training program was carried out, which consisted of lectures to
aircrews of the various sections.

5/11/143 S/L V.F. Ganderton, DFC of Edmonton, Alta, who was OC of "B"
Flight, and who has been acting Squadron Commander in the absence
of 11/C Turnbull, received notification from No 6 Group to the
effect that he had been screened from operations on completion
of his first tour. He had completed 24 trips with this Squadron,
had risen from the rank of F/O to S/L, and had received the
imnediate award of the DFC, since his errival to the ILions in
January of this year. A tall strapping officer, possessor of a
pleasing disposition, and a likeable personality, he was admired
by both officers and airmen, alike.

F/L GeJe Laird, DFC, "A" Flight Commander, who is awaiting his
added half ring, temporarily took over command of the Squadron,
vice, S/L Ganderton, who proceeded on leave.
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For the first time in several weeks the sun was actually

out, and the day continued clear with a few scattered clouds.
No operations however, were scheduled. An intensive traininj
program was carried out both in the air and on the ground.
P/0 Fontaine, a recently commissioned French Canadian
lad, who completed his 28} trip on the 3rd November, was
screened from operations on completion of his first tour.

F/O D.B. Ross, DFC, an R.A.F. air gunner, who was deputy
Gunnery Leader, and a spare air gumner, was also screened,
after completion of 195 trips on his second operational tour.
A possessor of a broad Scottish brogue, from the hills of
Aberdeen, he had on several occasions distinguished himself
against the enemy, which won for him the award of the DFC.

At an unusual late hour this morning, orders were received to
detail 14 aircraft for a raid on Augsburg. Needless to say, a
great deal of confusion followed, particularly with regard to
the paper work involved, in an effort to meet the deadline, and
in typical Lion tradition, it was accomplished. What burnt
everyone up however, was the fact that at 1700 hrs the operations
were scrubbed.

Heather conditions were ideal throughout the day with a few
scattered clouds, here and there.

The oresent moon period, agzain kept our aircraft on the ground
during the night, as no operations were scheduled.

An intenmsive flying training program was carried out, consisting
of every phase of operational tactics, in an effort to bring
the newly arrived crews up to required operational standards.

Weather: Fair or cloudy, ruch mist, with some fog.

On the eve of the Squadron party, all last minute details were
being attended to by F/L Arnot, and his "hard worlding"
Committee of "Joes". The cast of the Squadron show which will
be the featured event of the party, excluding of course the
barrelled "stuff" were being rehearsed by their slave driver,
Joe Ozad.

The weather was excellent throughout the day, with hardly any
cloud to mar the clear sky. An all out flying training progran
was staged, which included, fighter affiliation, air to air and
air to sea, firing.

Another grand day this date, and a further training program was
carried out in the morning. By evening however, it had changed
to a drizzle.

About 1600 hrs a full dress parade was assembled in a square
about a rostrum, quickly arranged in Ho 2 Hangar, to witness
the official presentation of the Sqguadron crest, to the ILions,
by A.V..G.Ee Brookes, O.B.E., A.0.C. No 6 (RCAF) Group.

In his address the Air Vice Marshal outlined the splendid
record of the Squadron since its formation, and in a brief by
eloquent speech, during which time he was battling azainst the
accoustics, as the loud speaker system had become u/s, he

presented the crest accompanied by his best wishes, to the /57
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10/11/43 cont'd present Squadron Commander, W/C R.S. Turnbull, DFM.
/C D.H. Burnside, DFC & Bar, the former Squadron Commander,
was also on hand to add to the ceremony, and it was to him,
that the major portion of the A.0.C.'s address was directed,
stressing his capable leadership throughout his period.of
commanl. Following the handing over of the Crest, 1/C
Turnbull, formally thanked the A.V.M., and in turn introduced
W/C Burnside, who after a brief address, ended the proceedings.

After the departure of the distinguished Air Officer, the
Crest was viewed by all personnel, and as reputed, it is
believed that it is one of the finest in the country. A
beautifully coloured piece of art, it has a Lion rampant on
a background of a lMaple Leaf, bearingz the inscription Ferte
Manus Certas, "Strike Sure".

Following the parade, the long awaited M.G.l{. medalions were
presented to each member of the Squadron, and will servie as

an excellent momento in days gone by. By this token, each
member of the Squadron in possession of it, is entitled to free
admission to any M.G.M. theatre in the world.

In the evening an all out effort was gathered at the Lion's
Squadron part, which far surpassed anything that the Squadron
has ever undertaken. The station N.A.A.F.I. building was
fortunate enough to get away from their other duties. An
excellent stage show was the crowning feature of the party,
after which dancing stole the limelight for the remainder of
the evening. It certainly was a busy day for the Lions, and
one that will be long remembered by all ranks.

11/11/43 Specialist raid in full moon was scheduled for the longest
target the Lions have as yet undertaken, the marshalling yards
at Cannes in Southern France. Five aircraft were detailed, all
old times of the Squadron with plenty of experience behind them,
and which also included the Squadron Commander. All aircraft
reached the target to find it cloudless, with only a few haze
patches to mar the clear visibility. They released their loads
on the red T.I.'s by both visual pinpointing, and the use of the
bomb sights, and although rather early on the target, they found
several-fires already taking a firm hold in the vicinity of the
P.F.F.T.I. markers. The enemy opposition was negligible, and
consisted of 2~3 heavy flak guns firing spasmodically and in-
accurately. P/O Olsvik and F/Lt Arnot, obtained very fine aiming
point photos. The raid is believed to be a very successful one.
Weather: Cloudy with mist and drizzle early morning and late
evening: fair otherwise.

12/11/A3 A revised establishment whereby Squadron personnel strength
will be comprised of only aircrew and a nucleus of a small
amount of ground crew, has somewhat shattered the smooth
efficiency of the Squadron offices. Conferences in order to deterw
mine the working policy have taken and will occupy most of the time
until the change has been effected. Weather: Cloudy, becoming
fair or fine. Good visibility.
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No operations were scheduled for this date due to the
moon period. Weather was ideal for local flying and an
intensive air and ground training program was carried out.
Weather: Fair or cloudy, good visibility, hail showers
in the afternoon.

1]

A conference was held this date in the adjutant's office,
which included amongst the attending members, all F/Sgts

and the Engineer Officer, who were assembled in order that
personnel under their control might be allocated for the
various station postings, to the Servicing Echelon, Major
Servicing Units. It is hoped that the transfers will be
effected with the least possible delay.

Weather: Fine, becoming cloudy with showers of rain, hail and
SNOoW.

Three new crews were posted in to the Squadron from 1659 Con.
Unit at Topcliffe. The Captain of one of the crews was C.823,
P/O W.N. Stephen, who relinquished his rank of Squadron Leader
in the Equipment Branch, to remuster to aircrew. Ground training
was carried out, in order that the new arrivals might be "genned"
upe.

Two crews captained by P/O Wolton and F/Sgt Smith, were posted to
No. 433 Squadron, to form a nucleus of experienced crews for

the new squadron forming at Skipton. F/O Cruikshank was also
posted to No. 433 to take over the duties of Bombing Leader.
Weather: Fair to cloudy with occasional rain and sleet.

Three aircraft were detailed for a dingy search in the afternoon.
The area covered was that midway in the North Sea, off Hull. All
aircraft took off as scheduled, but due to cloud conditions over
Base and sector they parted company, only to be formated again

as ordered but spotted nothing excepting two aircraft who were
too far distant to be identified but who it is assumed were
allied aircraft on the same mission. The area was covered

from a height of 300 feet and the weather conditions over the
North Sea were ideal. Weather: Fair or cloudy with ran and
sleet and showers.

Four aircraft were detailed for a dingy search in the afternoon.
They became airborne as ordered, but although they carried
out their search for several hours, it proved fruitless.

Eight aircraft were detailed on a cross—country flight in the
evening, and all returned after carrying out their mission.
Weather: Fair to cloudy with rain and sleet showers. Good
visibility.

Fourteen aircraft were detailed for a raid on the Farben Chemical
Works at Mannheim, and all accordingly took off. Of these "C"
piloted by F/O G.J. Cribb, returned early due to the failure of
the starboard outer engine, believed to have been caused by a
broken oil line. Aircraft "Q", piloted by F/S W.M. Patrick,

also returned without having carried out his mission, after an
internal glycol leak had begun in the starboard inner engine.

The remaining crews which reached the target found the visibility
clear, with only a slight amount of smoke haze to keep the
visibility from being perfect, and all bombed on T.I. markers.
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On run into target fires were just beginning to take hold

and enemy defences consisted of three cones of S/L's in

groups of 20, which were working in cooperation with moderate heavy
flak w?th apparent effectiveness.

Aircraft "F", piloted by Sgt Darlow, A.F., soon after the bombing
run had been completed, was coned by S/L's, at which point the

mid upper gunner, Sgt D. Copeland sighted a stream of tracer,
coming from the Port bow above. He then sighted an ME 109 at

400 yds., and immediately opened fire. The fighter broke off the
attack on the starboard beam down. Combat manoeuvre was diving
turn to port. The pilot had just resumed course when the tail
gunner, Sgt T.E. Utton, sighted a DE 217 attacking from the port
quarter up at a range of 4LOO yds., and hegave the combat manoeuvre-
a corkscrew to port. The fighter pilot, the mid-upper and the tail
gunner, all opened fire simultaneously, from 350 yds, the DO 217,
breaking off the attack on the starboard, quarter down at 100 yds.
The Halifax sustained no damage from either attack and the air
gunners saw their tracer strike the fighters.

P/O W.J. Kennedy, who had completed seven previous sorties with
the Lions, failed to return from this operation. He and his
crew will be missed, since Pat Kennedy was shaping up to be a
top-notch pilot and leader. Weather: Fair to cloudy, occasional
showers of hail, rain and sleet.

19/11/43 Twelve aircraft were detailed for a raid on Leverkusen, and as many
became airborne. Two however, boomeranged, "S" due to u/s of rear
guns and starboard inner failure, and "U" due to the failure of all
electrically controlled instruments, and the cutting out of port
inner engine.

The remaining ten reached and bombed the target through 10/10th cloud
releasing their loads on E.T.A. or on cascading flares. The

enemy defences consisted of slight light flak, and moderate

10/10th heavy; searchlights were ineffectively reflecting on cloudsé
P.F.F. markers were scattered and it is felt tha the majority of
their defences were thought to be in action on way to target.

Several aircraft returned from the raid, flak riddled, but

otherwise unshaken. Weather: Fair becoming cloudy with

slight drizzle, mist and foge.

20/11/43 Weather: Fair or cloudy with much mist, some drizzle and fog.
No operations were scheduled for this date, and in view of the
weather conditions, no flying was carried out. However, ground
training was proceeded with, in order that recently arrived crews
might be ready for our next commitments.

F/Lt Izzard, one of the old originals of the Squadron in his
position of Signals leader, departed this date for greener
pastures, to take up a Squadron leader's post at No. 6 (R.C.A.F.)
Group. "Izzy" not only was responsible for the high standard

of our wireless section, but was also active in welfare and enter-
tainments for the airmen.
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Weather: Cloudy with much fog, mist and drizzle.

Two crews captained by Sgt S.G. Dewdell and Sgt R.N. Weir,
reported this date from 1659 Con Unit. The newsreels of

the adgption of the Lion cub, referred to in the activities of
No. 10th, was shown in the camp cinema, and was well received
by all the Squadron personnel. Notification of the award of
the D.F.C. to F/L J. Morton and F/O D. Mortimer, and of the
D.F.M. to F/Sgts R. Skillen and F/Sgt Nelson, former lions

who had completed their first tour of operations with this
unit, was received from No. 6 (RCAF) Group, H.Q.

Fourteen aircraft were detailed for a bombing attack against
Berlin and all our Halifaxes took off accordingly. Enroute
to target, encountered a slight amount of icing soon after
crossing the enemy coast, and found the target area covered
by 9/10th clouds. All crews bombed on red P.F.F. flares,
though congestion of our own aircraft over the target was
terrific. F/Sgt McQuade, put up a wizard show in "H" -
landing with only two engines, after his rear gunner had
sustained a slight flak injury.

F/O A.J.F. Clark returned to the unit after obtaining an "A"
category at the Bombing Leader's Course at Manby.

A farewell party held in the Officers Mess for G/C J.L. Plant who
is taking up another post, and Squadron members played a prominent
part in the proceedings. Weather: Cloudy with drizzle and
mist at first becoming fair then fine.

No operations were scheduled for this date. The Berlin prang

of the previous night was so successful from the Squadron point
of view, that W/C R.S. Turnbull, the OC, issued a written Order
of the Day, congratulating all ranks of the unit on their effort.
It reads as follows, "Last night we sent 1, aircraft from our
Squadron to bomb Berlin. 14 aircraft successfully took off,
bombed Berlin, and returned safely to this country. My
congratulations to all ranks under my command whose combined
efforts made this outstanding success possible.”

Weather: Fair or fine becoming cloudy and with rain and drizzle.

Weather: Cloudy with rain and showers becoming fair in late evening.
Due to inclement climatic conditions, no operations were

scheduled for the evening. The long awaited Battle of Berlin,

has apparently begun, and in a feverish attempt to make all
available aircraft serviceable, ground-crews worked all night

to successfully complete this fete.
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Seventeen aircraft were detailed for a raid on Frankfurt, and 16
aircraft accordingly took off. "G" for George, piloted by

Sgt. A.J. King, a newly arrived pilot, was the kite which failed

to take-off, due to a taxying accident with "G" of 429 Squadron -

the Battle of the "G"'s in which the aircraft of our friendly

rivals, came out second best. Aircraft "S", piloted by F/O ReJe
Lacerte, returned early when his a/c refused to maintain height,
after the pilots escape hatch opened soon after a/c was airborne.
Aircraft "A", piloted by Sgt C.H. Coathup, returned early with full
bomb load, due to oil pressure failure on port outer engine and also
oil temperature on port inner engine. The remaining aircraft pro-
ceeded to the target area, to find it covered by 10/10th clouds, with
visibility laterally good. Due to the cloud cover the markers were no
where to be seen, and most crews as a result bombed on E.T.A.'s.

The attack would not appear to have been particularly successful

in view of the weather.

Weather: Fine. Good visibility.

Ten aircraft were detailed for a raid on Stuttgart, but only nine
aircraft became airborne. The kite which failed to take off, "Y" pilot-
ed by P/O R.C. Deegan, was grounded due to pilots inability to start
port inner engine. The raid was a stooge effort, a raid intended to
confuse enemy defences, while the main force of Liberators and
Lancasters, went to Berlin. Another aircraft "H", piloted by Sgt
A.J. King, also failed to reach the target, as it returned early

due to faulty controls. The remaining eight aircraft found the
target covered by 8/lOth clouds in broken layers, and bombed i on
red and green P.F.F.T.I. markers, leaving a wide area of fires in
the vicinity of the markers.

Weather: Fair or fine. Good visibility.
Weather: Fair or cloudy with fog and drizzle.
Cloudy with fog, drizzle and rain becoming fine.

Fine, becoming cloudy with rain and showers.

Six aircraft were detailed on a cross—country run, in order that new
crews might gain experience for operations against the enemy. All
returned to base having completed their mission.

Weather: Fair or fine with occasional showers.
Ten aircraft were detailed on a cross country run, and all returned
having completed their run, without any unusual incident to report.

Weather: Fine becoming cloudy after mid-day. Fog developed after
2100 hours. Fourteen aircraft were detailed for operations, but
later in the day the riad was cancelled due to unfavourable weather
conditions.
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Vleather: Cloudy with fog and rain, clearing to fair after 0900
hours. Breaking to fine with fog developing after 2200 hours and
becoming oVercast.

Fourteen aircraft were again detailed for operations, but as
yesterday, the sortie was cancelled due to the weather.

F/Lt J. Chasanoff, returned to the Squadron, after representing
an NCO as defending officer at a Court Martial taking place at
R.A.F. Station, Faldingsworth.

Weather: Overcast with intermittent slight rain and fog, improving
to cloudy after 0800 hours with visibility moderate.

Fourteen aircraft were detailed for operations against Leipzige.
Aircraft "Z", piloted by F/O W.A. Cozens, experienced a rather
shaky do. After being airborne for a period of 2 hours and 15 mins.,
a defect developed in the starboard inner engine, and although steps
were taken to remedy the situation, they proved unsuccessful and as
a result P/O Cozens after being unable to feather the engine,
switched it off and left it windmilling. As height was being
reduced rapidly, bombs were jettisoned ard course was set for base.
As soon as enemy coast was crossed onthe return, a priority message
was despatched, informing those concerned of his difficulty. As
the aircraft approached the English coast, the port outer engine
began fluctuating badly, and feathering procedure was successfully
adopted. Hore height was being lost, and Cozens ordered his crew
to the ditching position, but an I/F was obtained by the HOP/AG
approx 5 minutes from the Coast and the ditching order was con-
sequently cancelled and crew were ordered to abandon aircraft as
soon as the coast was safely crossed. At this point, the star-
board outer engine, to add to the pilots difficulties, showed
irregular symptoms and the pilot decided to abandon aircraft,

but upon opening the throttle, it seemed to settle the engine down
to normal, so crash landing was attempted and safely carried out

at Woodbridge, which appeared directly beneath, incurring only
slight damages to aircraft, and pilot escaped unscathed. The
remainder of the crew successfully parachuted to safety, with

Sgt C. Hopper incurring a broken ankle on landing.

The remaining thirteen aircraft reached the target and found it
covered by 9/10 tenths clouds, with the reflection of numerous fires
already visible. The enemy defences consisted of heavy flak, slight
to moderate, in barrage form bursting between 15/22,000 feet, with
S/L's immeffective due to the cloud condition. Our aircraft
identified the target by the P.F.F.T.I. markers, green, and by sky
markers, which at the moment of arrival were seen cascading, and all
aircraft bombed on these indicators.
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3/12/43 Cont'd....

L/12/43

5/12/43

6/12/13

7/12/13

8/12/1,3

Colums of black smoke were issuing from the conflagration below

and by the tinfe our aircraft had completed their run, the intensity
of the glow of fires on the clouds, had increased considerably, and
could be seen for a distance of approx 150 miles. In the target area,
vapour trails of numerous aircraft were very apparent, but there was
no undue congestion to interfere with the mission.

Although over the target, enemy aircraft were no where to be seen, our
aircraft encountered considerable e/a activity on the homeward journey,
but none were engaged in combat. Aircraft "J", piloted by F/S A.F.
Darlow, reported that an unidentified aircraft approached from astern
below to 100 yeards at 0500 hours, but after corkscrew evasive tactics
were taken, the e/a was lost to view. Aircraft "N", piloted by P/O
J.R. Milton, reports that an F.Wi. 190 approached from the port beam
above, up to 700 yeards, at 0520 hours and again was lost to view,
after corkscrewing.

A very effective raid, and it is believed that the target was thoroughly
pranged.

Weather: Fair to cloudy with mist towards eveming.

As the crews who participated in last evenings raid returned from
their mission just in time to have their breakfast, it was impossible
to detail them for ops. again this evening. However, those new crews
who were not employed at LEIPSIG, were put through an intensive ground
training program.

- Weather: Cloudy with poor visibility all day. Limits 1000-3500 yeards.

A cross cauntry, in an effort to qualify new crews for ops was carried
out this date. : '

Weather: Cloudy with poor visibility all day. ILkmits 1500 - 2700 yds.
Again all flying was curtailed, but an inensive ground training program
was carried out,particularly in the gunnery section.

S/L Brittain, Group Bombing Leader, paid a short informal visit to the

Squadron, paying particular attention to the Bombing Section.

Weather: Cloudy with poor visibility - deteriorating to less than
200 yards in rain towards midnight.

Sgt Yaworski and crew reported in from 1659 conversion unit, bringing
with them a very high recommendation of their capabilities as a crew.
Due to the inclement climatic conditions all flying was curtailed.
Notwithstanding, added ground training was carried out.

VWeather: Overcast with poor visibility at first and rain. Later
improved.

Several aircrew members proceeded on liaison duties to Stockten, to
witness the operations of the ack ack units in that district. They
returned reporting that the utmost cooperation was afforded them
during their tour, and that they derived an immense amount of in-
valuable information from the lectures and the visit.

Similarly, other aircrews were despatched on liaison work, with
another phase of the Royal Air Force, in which they are very keenly

interested, namely, Air/Sea Rescue, and gained a great deal of
ooo/él{.
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information from the authorities at West Hartlepool.

F/L O.R. Martin, reported on attachment, to understudy the adjutant
for subsequent filling & that post.

The poor visibility curtailed all flying and again no operations
were scheduléd.

9/12/L43  Weather: cloudy with poor to moderate visibility.
F/L J.E. Durocher proceeded on a lisiaon visit to R.C.A.F. Station,
Wambleton. With the advent of the moon period no operations were
scheduled, and weather permitted only local flying training, which
was carried out on a somewhat meagre scale.

10/12/L3 Weather: cloudy with moderate to good visibility — breaking to fair.
Slight frost. Tuleve aircraft piloted by new crews, were detailed
for a night cross country run, which was successfully carried out by
all concerned.

11/12/13 WVeather: Fair but cloudy after 1700 hours. Visibildly good.
Slight frost. Nine aircraft were detailed for operations against
the enemy, but at a rather late hour they were cancelled.

However, seven aircraft were detailed for a cross-country run,
and all were successful in completing their mission, and returning
to the unit without further incident.

W/C R.S. Turnbull, tested a Mark IIT Halifax, which the Squadron
personnel hope soon to be equipped with, and made favourable comments of
its capabilities over the present type.

12/12/13 Weather: Cloudy with occasional breaks. Visibility moderate.
The weather was unsuitable for operations and accordingly, none were
scheduled. However, local conditions were favourable for flying, and
consequently eight aircraft carried out day bombing exercises on the
Strénsall Bombing Range.

R70142 Sgt Cardy W.He. C.GeMe who suffered critical injuries from flak
wounds, and whose vision is slightly impaired in one eye, after the
raid on B/Lth October, was recommended for repatriation to Canada,
and to cease full flying duties. During the interim he is being
hospitalized until approval is granted.

13/12/43 Veather: Fair to cloudy with misty conditions all day.
No operations were scheduled for this date.
Through the chill of a crisp winter morning, a station parade was
held to introduce the new Station Commander, G/C Jd .G« Bryans, who
recently took over from G/C J.L. Plant. An inspection of the
Squadron who were out "en masse" in No 1 blues, found them to be the
best on parade, typical of all Lion tradition - "the best in the field".
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Weather: General fog persisting with calm conditions.

In one of the thickest fogs which we have yet experienced, the
environs of Leeming were engulfed in a “pen-souper" which cur-
tailed all unnecessary walking, let alone, all flying for the

day; the fog persisting throughout the day and far into the morning.

Weather: General fog with sky obscured all day. Calm.

With operations not scheduled, and local flying at a standstill
due to the fog, the Wing Commander personally led the aircrew
persomnel of the Squadron, on a route march around the perimeter
track, in an effort to keep them in condition physically as well
as mentally. Those who had been out the previous evening were
easily pin-pointed from the others, after the distance of three
miles had been covered. Good ideal

eather: Fog until 1000 hours, visibility improved to 2000 yds
and remained the same until midnight.

A ground training program was carried out during the day, as all local
flying was curtailed due to poor visibility.

Weather: General fog after 0500 hours, persisting rest of day.

Visibility was reduced to almost a standstill and as a result all
local flying was curtailed. However, an intensive ground training
progranm was carried out, comprised of lectrues and instruction.

Wleather: General fog persisting with sky obscured most of time.

Sixteen aircraft were detailed for operations this date, but due to the
climatic conditions which have persisted throughout the week, this
operation was cancelled later in the day.

lieather: Fog dispersed after midnight giving way to occasional showers
and visibulity improving 15/20 miles. Deteriorating to less than 1500 yds,
again after dusk.

Notification received this date of the award of the Distinguished Flying
Cross to F/L G.L. Vogan, the Squadron Bombing Leader, one of the
veterans of the-Squadron.

tleather: Fair to cloudy with occasional sgually showers.

Sixteen aircraft were detailed for a raid on Frankfurt and as many
aircraft became airborne. Of the total, two failed to return from the
operation and as a result F/O R.J. Lacerte, flying in aircraft "K", and
F/O J.Ji. Grieve, piloting aircraft “C", and crews, have been posted as
missing. The remaining fourteen aircraft reached the target during the
opening stages of the raid and found the area although covered by 5/10
thin cloud cover, presenting good visibility of the ground detail below.
The aircraft bombed their target onthe T.I. green markers, in the face
of stiff opposition by enemy flak and S/L defences.
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20/12/13 While on the inward journey to the target aircraft "A", piloted
Cont'des. by F/S Dowdell S.G. encountered an enemy twin engine aircraft,
first seen at 1915 hours while flying at 18,000 feet. Visi-
bility was hazy below and illuminated by flares marking the turn—
ing point. No cloud and no moon. The E/A was first sighted by
rear gumer Sgt J.L. Lozo at 400 yds on the starboard quarter
slightly up. The rear gunner gave combat manoeuvre, corkscrew,
and both gunners opened fire and closed in breaking away to port
down. The E/A was not seen again, and no damages on either air-
craft is claimed.

On the bombing run, F/O G.A. Weldon in aircraft "N' encountered an
E/A which was identified by the rear gumner Sgt J. Hewitt, as a

ME 109, at 1940 hrs from 20,000 feet, flying below and astern at

400 yds. Rear gunner immediately opened fire and enemy aircraft
returned fire closing in and breaking away to port quarter up where
rear and mid upper gunners fired at E/A. Strikes were seen on it
and flames developed on the E/A. This caused the E/A to dive and the
flames were extinguished and it was not seen again. This aircraft
is claimed as damaged. The pilot showed great courage and determin-
ation, because rather than take evasive action, he continued on his
bombing run, until the mission was completed.

En route to the target at 1925 hrs at 19,000, aircraft "B", piloted

by F/S C.H. Fisher, encountered an unidentified E/A; the first in-
dication of its whereabouts was from tracers seen to pass ahead of the
nose to port. !Mid upper gunner gave combat manoeuvre "corkscrew port"
and the E/A then attacked from dead astern and opened fire. Both
gunners opened fire simultaneously with aircraft's tracer. During the
whole attack no visual of the E/A, was taken and the E/A was not seen
again. No claim is made on the E/A, however, our Halifax sustained
slight damage near nose, and the Navigator F/S A.B. Johnson was wounded
in the leg by cannon splinters.

21/12/13 Weather: Fair at first, becoming cloudy with occasional showers after
mid-day, persisting well into the night. Visibility good. Standown
for aircrew personnel.

22/12/&3 Weather: Showery until 0700 hrs breaking fair to fine. Visibility
' good. No operations were called for this date, however, an intense
flying training program was carried out, during the day.

In the evening, three aircraft were detailed for a bullseye operations,
with aircraft "Y" piloted by F/S A.R. Clibbery, experiencing a rather
nerve shaking experience on landing. On the return from the exercise,
he forgot to lower the undercarriage, and what was intended to be a
three point landing, turned out to be a four point prang. The results
of the belly landing, was the breakage of four propellers and slight
damage to the airframe. Fortunately, however, none of the crew were
injured.

23/12/13 Yeather: Mainly fair to fine. Good visibility.
Sixteen aircraft were detailed for operations. The raid however, was
scrubbed early in the day.
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Weather: Fair to fine with good visibility.

Operations were not scheduled for this evening, and Squadron
personnel diverted to many centres in the locality, to bring
in Christmgs, each to their own chosing.

Weather: Cloudy with moderate to good visibility.

Immediately that the news was received this morning that no opera-
tions were scheduled for the evening, the Squadron was granted

a standown.

In the afternoon, the traditional Christmas dinner was served to the
Airmen by the Officers, and a great tribute should be extended to
the kitchen staff, who by their untiring efforts, produced a turkey
dinner, which would have rivalled anything that the Savoy in

London could have prepared.

Weather: Mainly fine with good visubility.

With most members of the Squadron recuperating from Xmas festi-
vities, the information that no operations were scheduled for this
date was very welcome.

Weather: Fair to cloudy. Good visibility.

Although no operations were scheduled the Squadron began in earnest
for post Xmas eventualities, and partook in an intensive training
program, as weather conditions were most ideal and clear for local
flying. Zight aircraft were detailed for a bombing practise and
carried out their missions satisfactorily.

In the evening eleven aircraft participated in a Cross country run.
All returned having successfully completed their tasks without havingz
any undue incidents to report.

Weather: Fair to cloudy. Visibility moderate to good.

As the weather conditions continued to be ideal for local flying
more flying training was carried out, along with an intense ground
training program.

Weather: Falr to cloudy. Light shower in evening. Good visibility.

Sixteen aircraft took off this date, destined for a raid on BZRLIN.

The Ving Commander, who personally was loading the operation, flying

in "B" for Beer, returned early after a technical failure in the port
outer engine rendered it unserviceable. Aircraft "F" piloted by

P/O H.®W. Holland, also returned early due to the failure of the port
inner engine. Aireraft "L" piloted by F/S A.F. Darlow, also failed

to reach the target, because of the inability of his aircraft to gain
sufficient heizht, and landed on the CO's orders. P/O R.C. Deegan
flying ™", making his 15th operational trip, by his ecceptional skill
and untiring efforts, was responsible for bringing back a badly
crippled bomber, and perhaps saving the life of all the crew. His
aircraft was a little better than halfway to the target and flying at
about 18,000 feet when the port outer engine failed and went completely
u/s, and difficulty was encountered in maintaining height. Consequently -
the bomb load was jettisoned safely, and course was set for base.
Ten minutes later, the war gunner F/S P.A. Dubois warned the pilot
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that night fighters were droppinz flares in an attempt to vector the
aircraft, and continued to do so for the best part of an hour,

until the Zaider Zee was reached at which point a night fighter
finally succeeded in picking up the Halifax and attacked from
starboard #nd below. The rear gunner gave evasive action as soon

as e/a closed to within a 1,000 yds, and after the manoeuvre,

it was lost to view. Soon after the starboard inner engine went
completely unserviceable and the pilot was faced with the task

of reaching home on two engines. This futher reduced height, and

as a result all bomb containers and loose equipment were jettisoned
over the Dutch Coast. During the confusion which followed, the trail-
ing serial was cut off by the bomb doors, which made it impossible
for the Wireless Operator F/S J.A. Smith, to obtain fixes and send
out messages, and in an attempt to repair the set, he did a master-
ful job in erecting a spare aerial for the purpose of despatching the
necessary S.0.5.'s. Shortly after leaving the Dutch Coast, the port
inner was on the verge of packing up, and all the way across the
North Sea at 5,000 feet, the pilot nursed two engines along, while the
aircraft laboured and crawled through the air at 110 miles per hour,
at almost stalling speed. But the pilot's perseverence and perspir-
ation were rewarded when an aerodrome appeared below soon after
crossing the English Coast, on which P/O Deagan immediately dove
straight in for the runway, and just as he touched down the port
engine faded completely, necessitating a one engine landing, which
was as smooth as if he had all four engines avallable.P/O Deaoan, in
expressing his appreciation to the reﬂalnder of the crew, lauding
the work and the cooperation of everyone concerned including the
Co-Pilot, particularly praised the work of the lireless Operator and
the Flizht Engineer, Sgt J.C. Corbiell.

The remaining twelve aircraft proceeded to the target on P.F.F.

track, encountering little opposition from enemy defences en route.

F/S R.E. Cook, the pilot of "S", received a lMonica warning at 19:58
hours. The rear gunner then sighted an enemy aircraft on the star-
board quarter down 400 yards and immediately geve the combat manoeuvre
"Corkscrew Starboard"”. The fighter and both Gunners opened fire at the
same time, the E/A crossing over to port beam down and was lost to sight,
until it reappeared again two minutes later on the port quarter up

300 yards. Another corkcrew followed, while the fizhter closed in and
crossed to starboard beam up. However, neither the fighter, nor our
Halifax opened fire, and enemy aircraft left the scene. No damage

was sustained by the Halifax, and no visual damage was observed on

the fighter.

The target was found covered by 10/10th clouds to a height of

8,000 feet, with lateral visibility very good. thoush at the time
of arrival the raid was rapidly growing in intensity, the area was
entirely obscured by the cloud cover, and our crews bombed on the

red flares with green stars, seen cascading on the fires, reflecting
on the clouds. Iittle or negligible enemy defences were in operation,
and our crews had a free run to the target.

Cn the homeward journmey the only incident encountered was the experience
of F/L F.H. Murray, a native of Trinidad in the R.C.A.F., who by a
wizard show, brought his badly damaged aircraft back to Britain, under the

most adverse circumstances.
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The crew of "P" for Peter had just dropped their bomb load on

the target, when a Halifax above them about 1,000 feet began

to release %its bombs, incendiaries from which, crashed through

the tail plane, the starboard wing and bent the aileroa. The
welght of the incendiaries sent the aircraft into an uncontrollable
spiral dive, and only after 2,000 feet were lost, was the pilot
able to regain control. The aircraft however, refused to stay on
track and on the homeward journey continually kept listing to
starboard. To add to the pilot's difficulties, a heavy flak
barraze was encountered over Imden, shrapnel penetrating the
aircraft in several places, one piece coming throuzh the star-~
board window up to the co-pilot's seat. With the condition of

the aircraft precarious, evasive action was attempted, but proved
impossible owing to the condition of the aircraft. Strong head
winds made it uncertain whether "P*would have sufficient petrol to
reach the Inglish Coast, but it eventually loomed up ahead, and

the aircraft was landed perfectly, on the first aerodrome sighted.
Zxamination of the aircraft found a gaping hole in the tail plane,
caused by the incendiaries of the friendly Halifax, and the star—
board aileron and a portion of the wing tip torn away. The operation
is considered to have left a wide area of devestation in the alreacy
battered and tattered Berlin.

‘leather: Fine becoming fair.

o Operations were scheduled for this date, and those crews had
not participated in the raid on Berlin in the previous evening,
were pat throuzh a strenuous traininz prozgram, which touched every
phase of operational training.

lleather: Fair to cloudy. Slight drizzle and rain in the afternoon.

The twelve crews who were detailed for an operation this evening,
were, to say the least, very glad when they later received the in-
formation that the operation had been cancelled, and the Squadron
as a whole, diverted to various localities to bring in the Hew Year
which threatens to be the most active, from this theatre of war,
since the war began. For the second time since his arrival on this
station, the Station Commander, G/C J.H. Bryans! attempt to parti-
cipate in an operational sortie was frustrated; he was scheduled to
go with H/C Turnbull, as second pilot.
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Weather: Cloudy with strong westerly wind. Visibility good.

As the New Year opened, this unit was notified, through the medium of
the London Times of the award of the Air Force Cross to Wing Command-
er R.5. Turnbull, DF{. No citation accompanied the award, and neither
has scrutiny failed to locate under what meritorious service the award
was granted. Therefore the Wing Commander is the proud possessor of
an added ribbon for what he knows not.

It would appear that the London Times serves as an official publication
in that confirmation of an award in the London Gazette and Group
Routine Orders reaches units, a considerable period of time after it
has appeared in the press.

No operations were scheduled for this date and in order to permit
personnel to recuperate from the Hew Year's Eve festivities, an
official standown was declared.

Weather: Cloudy with strong westerly wind which turned gusty at
times. Visibility good.

Operations remained at a standstill today, but after the rather
hectic festive season, aircrews azgain buckled down to work, partici-
pating in an intensive training program both in the air and on the
ground.

Weather: Cloudy with light north westerly winds. Visibility gzood.

A further operational 1lull, as our aircraft were not called upon to
operate on any bombing missions. However, the post holiday training
program inaugurated yesterday, continued where it was left off, as
local flying conditions continued favourable.

Weather: Fine with moderate north westerly winds. Visibility very
good. '

Agzain no operations were scheduled. Hotwithstanding, thirteen air-
craft were cetailed on a cross country run, and all returned safe
and sound, having successfully completed their mission.

Five aircraft were detailed for a Practise Bombing exercise on the
range nearby,_thereby preparing inexperienced crews for oncoming
operational work which appears imminent.

Weather: HMainly cloudy with light southerly winds becoming very
misty and foggy.

Flying training was continued as weather permitted in the forenoon,
with operations again not called for.

The Lion's adoption by the idetro Goldwyn Mayer Co., is finally
bearing fruits, when today a bill of lading was received from the
Canadian Red Cross Society, informing the Squadron that 6 cases
containing 60,000 cigarettes for Squadron personnel use, has gone
forward in bond by steamer, as despatched by the M.Z.M. studios
in Toronto.
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Weather: Moderate, gusty westerly winds accompanied by
occasional rain, rendering visibility as moderate.

Again operajions were at a standstill. However, four crews
were detailed for air to air firing exercises and additional
flying training, in an effort to get new crews up to standard.
/G R.S. Turnbull, AFC, DFM, proceeded on leave, and S/L G.J.
Laird, DFC, assumed command of the squadron in his absence.

Weather: Cloudy. Visibility good becoming moderate. Hoderate
westerly winds becoming calm.

No operations were called for this date, and as weather conditions
did not permit, no flying training was carried out. However, an
intensive ground training program which consisted of lecures and
instruction in the gunnery section, occupied the time of the idle
aircrews.

Weather Mainly cloudy. Visibility poor becoming moderate. Iloderate
westerly winds.

An experienced effort was called for this date, and consequently six
of the Squadron's veteran crews were detailed for a bombing raid,
which was to take place in fall moon. The raid however, was cancelled

later in the day.

vWeather: Slight rain. Visibility good becoming poor. '/ind calm
becoming light westerly.

For the purpose of bolstering the morale of the station, and also to
fill a gap in the Squadron's inactivity from an operational standpoint,
a service information film called "The Hazis' Strike" was shown at

the Station cinema for all ranks, which left them with a good intimation
of why this war is being fought, and for the necessity of continued
efforts in order that the Hun's regime may be blasted from the face

of the earth. A worthwhile film and good entertainment.

Weather: Variable skies. Visibility mainly moderate. Wind light
north westerly.
Since no operations were called for, a flying training program which

was comprised of seven aircraft detailed for a cross couantry run.
A1l returned safely having successfully completed their tasks.

Weather: Cloudy with some slight snow in afternoon. Fogz developed
by 1900 hours.

First snow of the yéar in this region fell today, leaving a thin
blanket of snow over the whole drome. No operations were scheduled
and all local flying was curtailed.

Weather: Overcast with poor visibility.

Again local flying was at a standstill due to the above climate
conditions as well as not being called for to operate against the
enemy.
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13/1/44  Veather: Cloudy with rain anf fog. Visibility improved after
mid-day to moderate limits.

The fog as set forth above, did not permit any local flying training.
The Squadromns was not called upon for operations.

14/1/u4  Weather: The sky was fair to cloudy with good visibility.

For the fourth consecutive day, all flying was at a standstill
due to the fog which has clung close to the ground in this district.
Group headquarters did not detail the Squadron for Ops.

15/1/h44  Weather: Cloudy with poor visibility.

The fog persisted throughout the day, thereby prohibiting all local
flyinz training. Operations were not scheduled.

16/1/l4)  Veather: Cloudy with poor visibility.

Azain fog did not permit local flying and visibility remained at
zero feet. 1o operations were scheduled.

17/1/44  Weather: Sky obscured, and thick persisting on surface.

Foz is proving more of a handicap in the prosecution of the war

from the air, than all the enemy opposition that the Nazi minds could
contrive. At any rate, all flyinz as has been the case for the pvast
few days, has been curtailed completely today, ziving the Jerries
another day's reprieve before the apparent storm.

18/1/1),  ‘leather: Cloudy with poor visibility.

The fog finally lifted and as a result the whole Squadron was cut
in an effort to prepare themselves for renewed operational activities.

Information received from No. 6 Group, to the effect that S/L

Doriald MacKenzie Armot, has been awarded a non-immediate Distinguished
Flying Cross, for his devotion to duty over an extended period of

time while with this Squadron.

Two former members of this Squadron also were awarded non-immediate
D.F.C.'s in the persons of 146448 F/O C.L. Hughes, RAF, and 146994

F/O A/F/L A.-Rodwell, RAF, the latter being a very skillful pilot

and former deputy flight commander. Both these aircrew members had
completed a tour of operations while with the Lions.

19/1/44  Veather: Cloudy to overcast with continuous rain and poor visibility.

As no operations were scheduled, eight aircraft were this date detailed
on a Cross Country exercise while the weather was particularly un-
favourable. Consequently, shortly after lunch time the run was
cancelled.

Further honours were conferred upon present and former personnel

of the Lions. Our former colourful and well-liked adjutant F/L

J. Chasanoff, who had been recommended for the i{.B.I. with the
recommendation reading in part "There is no doubt that his cheerful
confidence and outstanding personality have inspired a high standard
of morale over a long period to aircrew and ground crew alike", was
honoured by a Mention of Despatches.
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Four section leaders who were under the Command of ¥/C D.H.
Burnside, DFC & BAR, RAF, were also honoured by Mentions in
Despatches for ability and enthusiasm in carrying out their
normal duti®s since the formation date of the Squadron. These
honours were bestowed upon F/L L.D. Izzard, 128408, RAF, the
former Signals! Leader, F/L N.. Morrison, the former bombing
leader, 118658 F/L S.A. Hansby, RAF, the Navigation Officer and
F/L J+«E. "Rocky" Durocher, our erstwhile gunnery leader.

354146 W/O 1. Derbyshire, RAF, —ARIOURER -~ was Mentioned in
Despatches for "his enthusiasm and ability have been an inspiration
to those under his control”.

Weather: Fair becoming cloudy with poor to moderate visibility.

At long last the Squadron became operational again after an extended
period during which it appeared that the Lion Squadron would take on
the form of an CTU. This date the news of the detail was very welcomed,
when sixteen aircraft were called for a raid on BERLIN. Of that total
however, in view of last minute cancellations, only fourteen became
airborne and Hun bound. S/L GeJ. Lair, DFC, failed to reach the tarzet
after his aircraft "V", developed a starboard inner engine failure.

He therefore returned early after jettisoning his bomb load safely.

F/O G.A. Weldon" and crew in aircraft'T™ also returned early, due to

the unserviceability of "G", after the bomb load had been jettisoned.
The remaining twelve aircraft proceeded to enemy territory encountering
cloud cover on the inward journey, which entirely obscured ground
detail, but otherwise encounterinz no enemy opposition. The target

was completely covered by lO/lOths clouds but was identified by red
flares with green stars seen cascading, and it was on these indicators
that the bomb loads were released. The results of the bombing however,
remained unobserved due to the condition of the clouds.

O the return journey F/O WeA. Cozens, RAF, due to lack of fuel decided
to land at Coltishall, but after three attempts to land, he over-
skidded the airdrome, crashing into tree tops and finally ending up in
a nearby field, completely wrecking the aircraft and instantly killing
F/O L.G. Biddiscombe, RAF, the Navigator and critically injuring the
pilot, Sgt H.P. Whittaker, RAF, the WOP/AG, Sgt, W.L. Stockford, RAF,
the Bomb Aimér and Sgt J. McGowan, RAF, the Flight Engineer, while the
other two members of the crew the gunners, Sgt R.B. Nairn and F/S

C.L. Bernier, escaped uninjured. The Coltishall report of this

crash is as follows:—

"The aircraft crashed on its third attempt to land at this airfield, the
pilot having previously reguested permission to land because of fuel
shortagze.

The only members of the crew available to give evidence (ifid-upper

and Rear Gunners) stated that the pilot went round again after his

first attempt to land because the undercarriage was not completely

locked dovm. They also stated that no engine trouble was apparent

and that immediately before the crash, the pilot had said that he

could not see the funnel lights. /
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It would appear that the aircraft was flying dangerously low
when approaching to land and at a distance of two miles from
the airfield. It first struck H.T. cables and, without losing
height, f1&w on some 200 yards, striking the tops of trees in
a small wood, finally crashing in a field approximately 100
yards from the wood. The aircraft was completely wrecked on
impact. Fire occurred on the port side but this was localized
and extinguished.

An examination of the wreckage was made but it was not possible

to determine the amount of fuel owing to crash and fire damage.

A1l propeller blades were broken off at their hubs and it is thought
that all engines were running at power when the crash occurred.
Propeller C/S levers were at 'course' and throttles closed, but
these may have been disturbed on impact. All magneto switches were
ON - elevator trim 'neutral' - altimeter registering 3'. The air-
craft crashed with wheels and flaps down. Visibility was not ideal
at the time of the crash and this may have some bearing on the
accident".

P/0 N.E. Cook and crew failed to return from the operation and has
been posted as missing. "Cookie" as he was known to the Squadron,
had recently been commissioned, and was well liked by all who came

in contact with him. He was the possessor of a much admired *“handle-
bar" moustache, which accentuated his otherwise simplicity.of con-
duct. A sad loss to the Sgaadron as a pilot and a gentleman.

tleather: Fair, becoming cloudy with fregquent showers towards
late evening. Visibility good.

In the forenoon information received from R.A.F. Station Coltishall,
the scene of the crash the previous evening, that F/O Cozens, Sgt
Stockford and Sgt J. McGowan had passed away, as a result of injuries
incurred from the crash. Sgt Whittaker remains on the dangerously
injured list. F/O Cozens, a bridegroom of a months, will be greatly
missed by the Squadron, as he was becoming one of the most proficient
pilots on the Squadron.

Twelve aircraft were detailed for an operation against l{agdenburg,
which turned out to be one of the most unfortunate efforts of the

Lions in quite some time. Of the twelve aircraft which became air-
borne, aircraft "C" piloted by F/S King, returned early because
flexible tube to Navigators oxygen mask was missing and could not be
found in the aircraft, thereby not permitting him to draw the necessary
oxygen. Aircraft "Y' piloted by R/O T.W. Cooper returned early after
the starboard inner engine became unserviceable due to a technical fail-
ure. Four aircraft failed to return from the operation including "DV
piloted by the "A" Flight Commander, S/L Don lM. Arnot, DFC, who had
only a few days previous been awarded his gong. Flyingz as second

pilot with S/L Arnot was the new Officer Commanding of No 424 Squadron,
w/c Martin, who had mcently returned to England after very intensive
and meritorious service in the Middle East. The remaining three

crews which failed to return were captained by inexperienced pilots
whose operational records range from 2 to 5 trips; they were as
follows: F/S R.N. Wier, Sgt G.Y.C. Toal, and F/O J.E. Dickinson.
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The remaining aircraft arrived at the target area to find it
covered by 5710ths clouds, and each bombed as indicated in the
individaal sortie records on the Form 541. Aircraft "U" piloted
by F/S C.H. Coathup, immediately after the Bomb Aimer had ordered
bomb doors closed, encountered a stream of tracer, and an Mz 109
was sightel on the port bow down, about 500 yards away. The pilot
then executed combat manoeuvre which consisted of a diving turn to
port. At this point the fighter was divinz onto the Halifax and
let loose with a short burst of cannon and machine gun fire, which
missed the tarzet. His second burst however, fared better, and
damaged both starboard engines. The fighter then broke off the
attach on the port beam down and flew away astern. Neither gunners
were able to return fire as the hun was out of range by the time
they could bring their guns to bear.

The action of "Z'" under the capable captaining of F/S A.R. Clibbery,
can best be extold by quotingz an extract from the Wing Commander's
recommendation for the Distinguished Flying iledal, which was dis-
patched the following day.

"hile over the target area coned in searchlizhts and surrounded by
fighter flares, his aircraft was raked by cannon and machine gan fire
from an enemy fighter, destroyingz the inner communication system,

the supply of exyzen, shooting away all flying instruments and -
setting the eircraft on fire in the Flizht ZEngineer's position. .
Despite this atteacl, this captain completed his bombingz run, and ander
very difficult weather conditions flew his aircraft home, and made

a safe landinz.

F/S CLIBBZIRY has shown great fortitude throuzhout the operation and by
his skillful airmanship, successfully completed his daties.”

In this action, the enemy fizhter in guestion was destroyed by

Szte Rede QUALD, the mid-upper gumner, under very trying conditions.

The figh er had shot -away one of his guns, and had penetrated the
turret perspex by machine gun fire. Zven though Sgt. JQUALL was dazed
by searchlights, and cut by flying perspex, he brouzht his guns to bear,
and downed the Hun. For this skilful handlinz of his guns, he too,

was reconnende Zor the award of the D.F...

Wieather: Cloady with squally showers of rain. Visibility good.

It was hoped although seeminz very hopeless, that one of {he missiag
kites of last nights raid, might have possibly been shot dowm into

the sea and had taken to dinghys. Consequently when volunteers were
called for sea search duties all available crews offered their services.
The three crews who were finally selected, were very disappointed when
the search was cancelled later in the day.

F/Sgt. CLIB3ZRY returned to base after the masterful job the previous
evening. The 0.C. felt his skilful piloting warranted an honour and

recommended CLIB3IRY as well as QJALZ, the mid upper guner for the

aivard of the D.F.i.
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No operations were called for the evenins which afforded an
opportanity to the zround crews to zet all aircraft serviceable,
after the past couple of nizhts shaking up.

23/1/44 vieather: Occasional showers. Good visibility. Stronz westerly
. winds in the middle of the day.

The weather did not permit local flying and neither was there any call
for operations.

The Adjutant proceeded by Station aircraft to Coltishall in order to
make funeral arrangements for the burial of F/O COZLNS and BIDDISCOLBI
and Sergeants 1lcGOJAY and STOCKFORD.

In order to provide a short cut to the new Sergeants aircrew lless,
personnel not previously detailed for other duties were utilized in
aidinz in the construction of a pathway.

2L4/1 /1, vieather: Occasional slight rain. Visibility zood becoming poor.
Wind becominz S.S5.2., moderate.

As no flyingz was scheduled both by day or night, flyinz personnel
continued on the "read ganz", while others were lectured to during
the afternoon. Otherwise a very uneventful day.

25/1 L Vleather: 3howvery becominz cloidy. Vesterly winds ud to zale force at
o (&) J L )

times. Visibility moderate becoming zood.

Ten aircraft wvere detailed for an operation on enemy territory, but
later in the day it was cancelled in view of the inclement weather
conditions, which persisted in the latter part of the day.
Hotwithstanding, aircrews were absorbed in ground instruction.

25/1/LL, Wieather: Cloudy. Visibility zood. lioderate variable winds.
The bad weather persisted and consequently operatioans were not called for
Funeral services with full Air Force honours, were held for 3ft.
MeGOYJAN who was buried at Ferryhill in Durham, and Sft. STOCKFORD and
F/O BIDDISCOIED who were buried at Cambridze.

27/1/iL weather: Cleudy. Vis. good. Uiind westerly zale force, about 1100
hours moderatinz. Ten aircraft were detailed for an operatioan but
the raid was scrubbed later in the day. Information received from thc
International Red Cross to the effect that F/O 2.J. Lacerte and crew
who was reported missing on the 20.12.43, and reclassified Prisoners
of i/ar. Being a P.0.!. is not unusual for F/O LACZRTS who was shot
down over the Bay of Biscay on his 12th overation and succeeded
escaping to friendly territory. If he makes a second attempt at
freedom let us hope that it is as successfal as the first.

R8/1/1, ijeather: ilainly cloudy. Visibility moderate to good. Wind westerly
moderate. F/0 COZINS funeral was held today in Surrey at which the
Saadron was well represented by his many friends and acgquaintances
o the sguadron.
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Jine eircraft proceeded in the evenin~; on another BIRIIN bashin-z

raid buat of this totol only six succeedced in recochins the target
area. F/L J.R. “"Taffy" IOLTCN, RAT, pilot of aireraft "3", retarnsd
early bringing back all bombs, diac to fact that daylight artificial
horizon hau been inadvertently fitted to this eircraft, and pilot
claimed th&t while flinz throuzh haze and cloud, he found difficalty
in controlling the aircraft. F/L G.J. CRIB3, RAF, pilot of aircraft
wM, returned early with 211 bombs due to otarboard ouater not goinz
into "S'" gear which reduced height and made it difficult to control
aircraft. On landing at base a tyre burst but pilot laanded aircraft
without mishan. F/O J.ll. MATHRLY, pilot of aircraft "A", returact
early with ell boub load, after his 1/T equipment went entirely u/s
and it vas impossible to receive group and comnand met. reporvs.
There were no winds to aid navizator and pilot experienced difficulty
in climbinzg.

These few remaininz aircraft vhich succeeded in reachingz the target
found it well aglow and to these fires they added their do:ﬁoo&r of
bonbs, leaving the tarsget e blazing inferno with conflazretion zaining
in momentum. The raid was otherwise aneveatfal as little enemy
opnosition was encountered either on the inward or homeward Jjourncys.

Vleather: ilainly cloudy. Visibility good. .oderate light westerly
winds. do flyinz this date as operations not called for.
A%rcr zus volunteered to contribrite one shilling blﬂ@ﬂbhlj towards the

2ed Cross Priscacr of ar find, vhich is a zenerots szstuare on thelr
purt'

Jeather: Cloudy. Visibility zood. ‘Uind westerly 11 ht to moderate.
Squadron aircraft wers re-—ejaipped with hall;ax ITI's and those who
have already beea fortilate enoush to test the new type are ndrofasc

in thelr admirstion-of its far superior performence and manoexvreaptility
in comperison to the old Halifax V.

Zio operations scheduled and very little flying cerried out.

.eather: Fine becoming cloady. Visibility moderate except for smoke
haze about 1100 hours. ind southerly becominz souath westerly lizht.

Operations uncalled for this date Ho:ever, consicerable flying
carried cut in testinz the new tvpe of zircraft.

S gnal received from A.0.C.~in-C., informinz this unit of the immediate
rord of the DPA o F/3 CLIBEXRY and SGT QUALi.

“ieather: Cloudy with slizht intermittent rain. Visibility zood.

Ten circraft were detailed for a cross country ran which narked the
first all oat cffort oa the new lari III Halifzx aircraft.

7/0 J.I. UATICRLY, who hails from Florida, after all his crew had
successf21ly bailed out, was xilled when his eircraft crashed. in
investizetion is beinz held in order to ascertain the cause of the
accident.

The weather wes extremely sood for flyingz but no operations were
scheduled as the moon period approaches.
-
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Ueather: Cloudy with zood visibility. ‘dad force rather stroa:.

Although weather permitted full local flying, little or none was
carried out. i/C TURIBJULL proceeded to CRAFTON UDZRI00D by aircraft
to the scede of F/O MATHZRLY's crash to investigate the cause and
interview the remaininz six survivors of the crew who had taken to
their parachutes.

Air Hnistry Orders contained the information re distribution and
entitlement of the Canadian Volunteer Service iedal, which was well

received by all ranks. It is felt however, that the minimum period of

60 days overseas service will meke the clasp rather too comnon,
thereby reducinsz the distinction between those men who have spent
years in this country, and recent arrivals. At any rate groundcrew
and aircreuv alike are looking forward with anxious aaticipation
towards the issue of the ribbon and claspn.

jeather: Fair to cloudy with sgually showers and stronz gusty winds.

The moon is increasinz in capacity and as a result operations were
not called for, althoush climatic conditions were ideal.

s
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aircraft were detailed o a Bulls Jye exercise in the eveﬁan,
1

1t
and 211 returned safely havinz successfally completed thelr mission.

£ mn
Voileh

Lieather: Falr to fiae ‘ith s00d visibility and stroaz wdinds. ..ex
] J.

was excellent this date with the sun trying to peep throuzh the
slizhtly overcast sxies, th this wind was dangerously gusty.

A terrific explosion aboit six: miles away, which vibratcd cven the

most solic of walls, caused quite a bit of confusion oa the camp

as the "guake" could only be attribated to either a crashed aircraft or
cxploded bombs. ds investization later revealed, an amaanition train
exploded near R.AWF. Station, Catterick, a dlatance of 6 miles froa
Leeninz and did not originate on this Station as was feared.

If one explesion creates as mich havoc as was experlencea around here, it

cives us a very good indication of the agony and devastation that the
Berliners are e: nerlen01n~'vheq 7e hurl masses of blockbusters ca their
city, in the space of an hour.

leather: Fair to cloudy with some occesional rain towards evening
Good vis. and moderate winds. In the morninsg fourteen aircraft were
detailed for a "™i" Country rua, in an effort to accustom crews to
the new “lerk III Halifax. However, in the early part of the
afternoon the exercise was c@ncelleu, and instead an all out
fizhter affiliation exercise was carried out. It is guite a sight
wheaever a training prozram of this natare is ia prozress, with
mwineroxs fizhter zooming about the aerodrome, forming auite a
veried coatrast to the monotonouas drone of heavy bombers.

icather: TFeir to cloudy with oaly moderate visibility. Operatioas
were not called for this date and esircrews enjoyed a standown as &ldl
flins was curtailed owing to ground haze and foz.

The popilar concensus of opinion amonzst the pilots who were enzazed
on fizhter affiliation yesterday, is that the new derc,les alere cr;M

N
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Halifexr III's arc now ol a mar with the Lancasters iasofer oo
cellinz is concerned. Vhereas the former Halifa:: V coull
climb to 20/21,000 feet, the new tyone can reach aa altituade of
24/25,000 feet, uhich will undoubtedly be instruwacatel in
redacing chsazlties when used on operations.

The increascd power and specd in climb will also cut dovm on the
time on loaz distance raids. Counscuuently, heavy bouber raids on
lonz trips, will be able to be undertaken in the shorter dari:

hours of the carly and late Sprinz. Further the radial cngines make
it less valnerable towards fire resulting froa enemy bullets,

which should farther cut down on casuzalties.

Althouzh it has proven far superior in almost every respect in

training, its ultimate performence on operations against the enemy
remains to be seen, and aircrews arc anwdously awaiting their noxt
trip, ia order that its performance over the tarzet can be giaged.

7/2/LA “'eather: Cloudy to fair with some slisht rain in early morning.
Visibility zood. :

Under most ideal weather conditions incliding clear, suashiny
weather, @y intensive flying training progran was carriced oat in

the forcnoon, after informetion was recclved from Groin that no
operations vere sched:led for the cveniiii,.

Sirteen aircraft were detailed for a ™M Couatry ran, for the
cvening. Cac of the crews nilotcl bir F/S Aelle IICOL, iho were
Tiinj on a farther ferilisrization f1i-ht in the early afterioon,
clthoush sched.ded o narticinate in the "I Coxatry, were 2ll
Ii1led, after a rether wfortunate incident. After #/2 JICCL hed
comdleted his flizht ead was codnz ia to laad, it epdears from &ll
reoorts, that one vhesl renzined retractsd which as he nsared the
. - ve s

sroand Ath flaps dovn, coused the aireraft to dip iato the zrouxad,
ad Limedietelyr was enveloped in flames, with aananition eiploding
all around. The crashed aircraft ivaediatel;” on imdact, brolke into
two pleces, the badly rmtilated winz, housins the four motors, ues
foard =z distance of anproxdmatel; 20 yords from the mld-oDper tarrei
and rezainder of fuselajze. /S Nicol vas not eatircly wifaxliar
with this neur type of Halifax, haviaz alread:; flowm several hours on
then in training ecrcises.

As they were Just cominzs in to land as the crash occurred, 211
n a 1 S
s ——

occuapants of the aircraft other than the »ni Siy
nosition, and werc in this nosition 211 found dead, cither
instaatly dlled as the resudt of the impact, or burned alive

in the inferno which followed.

oy -y £

The aircraft ™5 IDDISY, was creved with followins members, the pilot,
IVSVJ.?XQET&TE&%@;S?&(LD.HBITKE,KE,ﬂmfﬁﬁ
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F/3 J.JiJl. VIDAL, the iid upper sanncr; 5GT. D.U0. HOTARD the

2]

car air prmer; gl SGT. S.I. SHORT the Flisht :ngineer. The
latter, SGT. SHORT was quite a versatile aad popular memoer of
the squadrone. In civilian life he had been o talented vericty
artist on the Loadoa staze, and when he came to the Lioas he
promoted the welfarc of the airmen by producing a splendid
Christmas Review, and his untinely dcath came as he had another
show in production.

The only meaber of the fall crow who is still alive is 08361116
. r

C.
T.Se SHOVS of the UddeAeliers Since the c

Lieutenant F.
only enjased on local flyinz and the »resence of a avizator

1res not necessorily reviired, Lieut. SHOVS, was not flying.

The fiftesn airceraft vhich proceeded ia the evening on the Cross
Coantry Zxercise, all returned safely having successfully completed
thelr duties.

"leather: Tair to fine with zood visibility.

iio operations were scheduled this date.

4iS a cross country exercise was detailed for the evenins, only
tio crews participated in daylisht flyinsg training, oae eagazed
2 o loczl faniliarization flisht aad the other on air to sea
firin-, both using the new Helifea: TIT.

~

The Cross Coumtry shelulel for the eveninz, was cancelled later
Lo L Raki
in the zfternooi.

7
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Yiesther: Cloudy writh some occesional rein at md-<ay. k!
z00d. Oae of the most interesting iteas of humza appreciation

B

AEE
o

e }

D
ever to be recorded in the Sgaadron history, cane to lisht this
datc in the fora of a one pound money order reccived from the
siother of one of the Iion's former memccrs. It secms that 1586257
F/3 ALFYD RICHARDS3, RAF, the boub aimer in ?/O BIZES! creuw, AT,
whiich failed to retura from an oneration oa the aizht of 6/7th
STPTZIEM 1943, bailed oit of his aircralt and was taken prisoncr
in Gormany. In grateful appreciation, he wrote to his mother fron
& Stalaz; in Germany, regaesting her to foruerd a one poxad note,

to the verachute packers of this scuadroa, who were indirectliy

instromentol in savinz his life. The note has already been turnct
over to the proner nersoas.

Squedron persoancl are somevhat elated by the fact that rerds of vic
S

Canadian Volunteer Service ledzl and lianle Leef clasns arrived to
st tiae total
o

211 those authoriszcd to wear it, vhich includes alwo e

streasth. At any rote grouwsd crews who have zonc for so 1o

withost ey recozaition, will now have a "zoaz" to sway the hearts ol
the local female ponualece. It secms pointless to mention, that

ther have beex doins cuite well, without this additional induacenent.

]
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The .oon period again kept operations at a standstill bat
nevertheless, the intensive traininz prozram was continied,

by detailing twelve aircraft on a Bulls Zye Zxcrcisc scheduled
to take off approx. 1800 hours. However, this was not meant to
be, as wealher interfered by becoming hazy, with wingz developing
to gale velocity, and consequently, it was cancelled shortly
after dinner time. As a result no flyinz traininz was carried
out durinz the day. :

10/2/1, Weather: Fair generally but some occasional showers most of day,
with snow showers before mid day. Visibility zood. Stronz
squally winds.

An isolated case, diverting from the co-operation usually received
from the R.A.F., presented itself in the form of a stronz protest
which went forward today to No. 6 Group, with regard to the casual
manner in which the circumstances surroundinz the funeral of the
late F/O J.edie HATHIERLY who was killed in a flying accident on lst
Feb., was handled. The comprehensive report of F/O A.J.F. CLARK,
and R.AF. bonb Aimer of this Sguadron is herewith quoted in fall.

"At 12:30 pm on L.2.44, I was detained in company with F/O Fozz,

to joarney to Oxford and attend the funeral of F/O Hatherly who

had been killed in a flyinz accident. The funeral was scheduled to take
place st 11.30 am on 5th Feb., 1944.

F/0 Fozz and myself left iorthallerton on the next aveilable train
at 3.45 pem., and arrived in London at 11 p.m. At Kinz's Cross
Station we reported to the R.T. Office and were advised to catch
the midnizht train from Paddinzton Station to Oxford. Ia view of
the lack of accommodation in Loadon we decided to proceed to Oxford
and also notify R.A.F. Station Bicester - who were in charze of the
funeral arranzements — of oar intention and time of arrival. The
ICO in charge of the R.T. Office phoned Bicester in my presence and
requested from the {.T. Section that transport be provided to meet
two officers, who were proceedinz on duty, at Oxford Station at
2:15 am. The Orderly Officer was not available and the messaze was
left with the i{.T. Section.

F/O Fozz and myself proceeded to Paddinzton, caizht the midnizht train
and arrived at Oxford at 02:15 hours. Znguiry at the R.T. Office,
Oxford, revealed that no transportation had so far reported. 1In
view of this I phoned the iI.T. Section at Bicester and was informed
that the 3.3.0. refused to sign Form 658 for our transport and we
were instructed to wait in Oxford and catch the 6:35 am train to
Bicester. I enguired of the R.T. Officer the prospect of getting
accommodation in Oxford and was told it was next to impossible. I
then asked Bicester to permit me to speak to the S.D.0O. The duty
batmen returned to the telephone and stated that "if I was enguiring
about traansport there was nothinz doinz". I asked who was the S.D.0O.
and was informed it was Squadron Leader Davey. I reguested to be

e../82
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allowed to speak to him, and mentioned the difficulty of
accomnodation in Oxford. The batman left the telephone and
eventually returned with the messaze that "Squadron Leader
Davey flatly refuses to come to the telephone and says his
original qfder still stands.

F/O Fogg and myself then started on a tour of Oxford in an
effort to find accommodation. ilany unsuccessful enguiries
were made, but at 5.15 am, an American N.C.O. offered us
accommodation at the American Red Cross Club. This we were
only too pleased to accept.

At 02:00 hrs. on Feb. 5th, I phoned the Station Adjutant at
B.cester and notified h.m of our arrival and what had taken
place and requested his instractions re the funeral arrangements.
He was very apolozetic about our early moraing experience and
advised us now to report at the cemetry at 11.00 hrs.

e made our own way to Borley Regional Cemetry and met the Rev.
/. Batty, Squadron Leader attached to R.C.A.F. HJ, who was conducting
the service.

A party of six bearers was provided by Bicester and the whole
funeral party consistea of the Padre, F/O Fozs and myself and the
six bearers. A photographer was present and took several photo-
sranhs of the cortege and of the party aloazside the grave. After
a short service two of the bearers played "Last Post™" and Reveill:z"
on buzles. The salute was given and the party left the graveside.

HNo firing party was present at the cemetry, although I was given
to understand a firing party would be in attendance for the ceremony.

Althouzgh, from necessity under war conditions, a simple cerenony
mast prevail I do feel that man who has made the supreme sacrifice
whilst servinz his country should be given a better funeral and the
photographs sent overseas to next-—of-iin should show that the honour
due has been paid.” ‘

(sgd) 127281 F/O A.J.F. Clark.

“hat F/O Clark nezlected to mention was that the late F/O liatherly
not only deserved a fittinz honour as a member of his lajesty's
Forces, but his sacrifice is considerably enhanced, by the fact
that as a citizen of the United States, he offered his life in
defence of a cause before his own coatry became involved in the
present coaflict.

Althoiazh snow came down in the forenoon, thirteea aircraft were
provisionally detailed for a Cross Coantry ran, to take place in

the eveninz, providing the weather cleared up. However, the snou
later turned to rain which continued throuzhout the best part of the
afternoon, and as a coaseguience, the exercise was cancelled.

.../82
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11.2.40 .eather: rair to cloudy becoumin; fine towards midni hb.
Visibility good with moderate wind force.

Operations were not called for this date, but as excellent flying
weather cofiditions prevailed in this vicinity, a Cross Country
training flight consisting of 15 aircraft, was detailed for the
eveninzg. 1In order that the crews detailed might be rested for the
evenings' effort, a standown on all daylizht flying was declared.

At the reguest of 1I/C TURWBJLL, The Royal Air Force Club in
London, has accepted to receive the Iion's Squadron crest for
displey in their club rooms. It has been a practice since
formation of the R.A.F. in 1918, to display unit badges in the
R.A.F. club, as presented by interested members of the units
represented and to the many already adoraing the walls of that
clab is added the Lion's badze.

The Cross Country was carried out withoat any undue incidents
to report, and all crews returned safely.

12204, Veather: Fair becoming cloudy with moderate visibility. o
operations were scheduled this date. As weather conditions
continaed ideal for local flying traininz, an air firing exercise
consisting of four aircraft, was carried oat in the afternoon.
Other thaa this, the date wes very uaneventfal.

iieather: Cloudy becominz overcast with foz developinz in the late
alternoon. It was welcome news, to learn that the Lions were
azain to become operational, and the twelve crews which were
detalled for a nizht raid on enemy territory, enjoyed & standown.
Consequently, no flyinz was carried out throuzhout the morninz,
althouzh the weather was clear and permitted.

-t
(U]
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However, in the late hours of the afternoon, haze set in which
turned to foz and the hopes of the squadron to estimate the
performance of the iark III, under operational conditions, were
frustrated another evening, as operations were scrubbed as take-off
time gpproached.

1h o244 Lieather: Overcast with slight rain and drizzle. Visibility poor.
sven though foz and most were settinz in fast, tean alrcraft were
detailed for a Cross Country traininz exercise, with the hope that
by evening and take-off time, the weather would clear up. However,
as the inclement weather persisted, the flisht was cancelled.
Operations were not scheduled for this date.

F/L J.H. BISSZTT, Dfi, who has just completed his post operational

rest and who waived his operational leave to Canada, was posted to this
unit to fill a Squadron Leader Post. He did a complete tour as an

oo./E
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aa U.C.0. with 73 Syaadron, where hce 2lso received the awara of
his non-imnediate gonz. 'ith him, camc five of his former crew,
all of which have completed their first tour, and four of

‘fhich hold‘ the D oF o:I .

\leather: Overcast. Visibility poor. At longz last the Squadron
became operational after the rather extended 1lull, with fourteen
experienced crews being detailed for a raid on BIRLIN. This was
to mark the first venture on operations with the iark III Halifax,
the performance of which everone on the sguadron, is hopinz will be
as satisfactory as traininz flizhts have proven. One aircraft of
those detailed, failed to take off, whea "Y" became u/s at the last
moment with a gill motor. The pilot, F/O R.H. LAUT, who immediately
transferred his complete crew to “A", one of the standbys, was not
iestined to take part in this raid, as this latter aircraft also
proved cefective, having faulty pluszs, and he remained zrounded.
For a2 time it was felt that of the fourteen aircraft detailed, only
welve would take off, because "R" piloted by F/O TTOLDGH, also
developed pluz trouble and could not be takea out oa ops. However,
he and crew scrambled out of their aircraft, and made a mad dash
towards "C" dispersal, and at the last possible moment becane
airborne in that aircraft.

From all reports the tarzet was well pranged. Lnemy opposition over

the tar~et was very weak, with very feour fizhters seen, and the nsziiitl
? o el b

flalc did not interfers with the boubinz. ‘iesther was as briefel,
with 10/10 clouds encountered over the target aad throushout the
route. This weather probably accounted for the absence of Iighters.
P.F.F. markers were considered by most crews as well conceatrated,
nossibly spreadinz a bit durinz the latter part of the attack.

A11 crews which becanme airborine, reached and pranged the target,
and the most astoaishinz thingy of all, was that on return all
sircraft were reported as serviceable znd ready to take-off, just
as so00a1 as weather permitted, in order that they mizht return to
base from their various diversion points.

It was a very good show, and an excellent start on the tlark 11X
aircraft, which egualled the stendards set on training programs.
The target wes well pranged.

Yeather: Cloudy with rain and poor visibility all morninjg,
imorovinz to fair with good visibility later.

Yesterdays mist had entirely cleared 1p, and ajain the syaadron
was called on for operations. Ia addition to all the crews who
had particinated in the BIRLIIT raid, incluading those who had beca
diverted, and as yet had not retuarned, four other crews were
scheduled to zo. out this cevening, which incluced the .ing
Comaader. This made a total of 18 aircraft to be detailed and
after the shellackiny BIDRIIN took as a resilt of last nizhit's reic
the operation scheduled for this evening woild prove even more
devestating. However, the operation was cencelled in the early
afternoon.

ees/8L
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F/5 T.H. COATIJ?P was the only pilot to do any flyinz, when in
the late evening he and crew went out on a cross—country run,
in order to break in recently received "), a Hally III.

“ieather: ﬁainly fair with occasional showers of rain and sleet.
Visibility moderate. Only seven aircraft were detailed for
operations this date, as a great many still remain diverted after
the raid on BZRLIH, and adverse weather conditions are curtailling
their return. All day the weather has been spasmodically drizzly
with skies overcast, and as a result it cane as no surprise

when the information was received at 1600 hours, cancellinz
operations.

‘leather: Cloudy with some slisht occasional sleet. Visibility
moderate. Adrcraft began dribbling in from diversion bases in the
morning, and c0nseouently wvhen Groip called for a biz effort, it
seened 71 telvy that we could send out quite an offerinz. Sixteen
aircraft were detailed for a raid on enemy territory, but as the
day progressed the weather deteriorated, becoming overcast with
occasional rain, which resulted in the scrabb1n~ of the raid.
Several of the Lion alwmi paid a short visit to the sguadron
oetween their instructional duties. P/O "Indian" Schmitt, DIC,
vhose carefrec aad reckless antics of the d~"° he spent ;1th tho

Iioas, will loay be remembered, flew in froa 15 566 Con. Unit, where
he is oreseatly a2t iastractor.  F/L loe" llorrison and F/0 "Zaa

Plaster, atteaded an Adr Doaber's bricfing to revive ueaories of
the »nast, when they were a nart of cuar bomoing'sectio“. 1ﬂ/O el
"3ack! AISTRS returned fro.a do. 303 Station Hospitel, wr. Grafton
Underwood, an American Hospitel dowm south, where he has been
rocnverat1h~ froa the conseguences of a mishen incurred wvhile oa
the fateful corss country flisht of F/O J.i. HATHIRLY, on lst
Febraary. O©Oa reaching "terra firma", after being forced to take to
his parachute, he sprained his ankle end has bec.: ved-ridden ever
since.

‘cather: Cloudy with some sleet or snow. Visibility mocerate.
olfte n aireraft were this date detailed for a raid on LiIPZIG.
Vllghtl" atter a1an1~ht, Jﬂth the 113nt very dark, aad clouds lou
in the vicinity of base, our aircraft bezan teldng off.
Uafortanatel;y, three of our aircraft falxeu to leave the ground.
On the run up, two engines in zircraft "S'", piloted by ;/J deleGe
JILTONI, RAF, -roved u/s, and investization later cisclosed thet
pluzs and three of the cylinders were faalty. P/0 H.Z. HOLLAD in
sireraft ®IM found difficulty in buildinz up brake pressure while
taxyinz, and under the circumstances, fal.ea to talp—0¢f. Another
gircraft throzzh faulty pluagzs, rendered an enzine 4/Q, this eircrafl
"R, yas wiloted by F/S J. KINZ.

Of the thirteen aircraft vhich becamne airborne, four retwrned garl;

without reachins the target. Aircraft MM, captained by r/a oiie

e
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FISCHI2, develoned hydraualic motor troable which readered the
tail tarret mserviccable, whea it wes 50 miles dnsice eacns
territory. F/L F.l. ([URRAY, in "P', developed a u/s storboard
inner engine, when the block tube control broke and caused

the butterfly valves to closc. F/O R.H. LAUT in "y, foxad
difficultyﬁin climbing. Captain F/S C.. COATHUP in aircraft "U"
encountered icing which reduced climb to about 16,000 feet, and
any attempt he made to exceed that heizht, caused the aireraft
to stazjer and become sluzzish, aid conseguently he returned
early.

The renzininz nine alrcraft procesded to the tarzet in lO/lOths
clouds with continued haze all the way on the inwvard journey reaching
to a heizht of 20,000 feet. In an effort to confuse the cneny
defences, our aircraft headed direct for BIRLII, and whea reaching

a point ebout 4O miles west of the capital, turned their mein force
diue south in the cdirection of LTIPZIG, vhile a smell force of
aircraft continued oa to BIRIIT. But as resulis later showed, the
enemy were not beffled by this stratesy, and over the tarzet vhich
vas comletelr obscared by cloud cover, many combats were secn with
enenr aircraft. Our crews dropped their loads o1 P.F.F., aid
althoush results could not be scen, it was felt that thosc who
recacnzd the targeb, bombed it, dead on.

~

45 the res it of this raid one of our circraft failed to return.

?/D D.0. CLOVIK was flyin-~ WY, and carryin: as sccont Hilot the

cantein of a recently accaired crew, 7/5 C.3. JUII.  Thae loss of
sad blow to the Seuedron, who during the trenty-iive

CLSVIE, was a ive
sorties he hed alrezdr comdleted with the Iions, had provea himsell
to bz ong of the nost capable pilots on the Sguoadron iith the
attribate of possessing a srin deberaination to reach the tarsot

e

LA

o ~d
av all CO35TS

. He loved his woriz, &1d had an urjzent desirc o
treacfer to the DWF.F., vhere he felts he would be able to coatiaue
o1 operations until he had a2 total of 45 trips, ianstead of the
1sa2l 30 oa bouabiny squedrons. Tacre is no coubt that he wes an
iasniration to 2ll crews, aad his guiet demeanor and simplicityr of
conduct, certainly will be missed by his feollow aircreir members.

This rald proved very wsuccessfal insofar as the Lioa's were conceried.
Of the total number of eircraft which were detalled, only seven

boabed the target and returnsd, end this definitely is not i

zeedins irith the motto of the Sgaadron to "Strilic Sure'. .fter

-
the excellent bezinains on the llarl: ITIT aircrcit,:this is
rather a let dowm, and herc's hooiny that 2 simdlar perforaance
does not recur.

120's creu,
celedratel his 256th birthdey over LUITZIZ. Oa the same date a year
azo, in celebrating his 2581 birthday, he was j2iding his Uellinszton

7/J 1.I.P. "Red" SOIDIR, e navigstor in 5/L G.J.
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aircraft on a raid to WILHEIMSHAVEN. Now "Red" wonders whether
he will ever be able to celebrate a birthday in the iess, or
at least on the ground, during the course of this war.

s
Fourteen aircraft were detailed on an operation to STUTTGART, but
of this number only thirteen became airborne, as F/S C.H. COATHUP,
remained grounded in aircraft "R". Two aircraft failed to reach
the target due to early returns when "C" piloted by F/S C.H. FISHER,
developed a u/s starborad inner generator with the port outer
generator working spasmodically and registerinz variable voltage.
Aircraft "Q" piloted by F/S W.ld. PATRICK after approximately two
hours on the inward journey, was unable to restart his cut star-
board inner engine, and he too, returned early.

This night suddenly ended the promising career of F/O R.K. LAUT

and crew who were flying in aircraft "4W". Approximately nine minutes
after disappearing into the clouds after take-off, the aircraft was
seen diving straizht for the ground, where it was seen to crash

in a cultivated field 1 mile N.W. of Northailerton, instantly

killing the entire crew. Investigation has revealed no cluie as to the
cause of the accident, because on impact the plane immediately

broke into flames, as it was carrying only incendiaries, and was
scattered over a wide area. Tt is surmised, that only two reasons
could have accounted for the accident. ZIither the late take off
accompanied by the strain of early briefing, mizht have resalted in
Tatizue or nervousness, which caused the pilot to lose control of

his aircraft, or the take off in the rain might have caused the A.5.I to
fail and if at the same time, if the gyro horizon was unserviceable
unknown to the pilot, this might have accounted for the fact that

the pilot made no attempt to pull his aircraft out of the dive.

F/0 R.K Laut was an above average pilot, who had the full

confidence of his crew, and although he had not been with the Lions
very long, he showed great promise of becoming a first class
operational captain. Another bad blow to the squadron.

The remaining ten aircraft proceeded to the targzet through a cloud
covered rouate, finding that in the vicinity of the target the clouds
began letting up until finally directly over the target, vertical
visibility was perfect, permitting ground detail to be easily
depicted. The attack was very well concentrated, and our aircraft
left leaving intense fires burning in the vicinity of the markers,
which could be seen for a hundred miles from the target. Only
moderate ground opposition was experienced, with fighters completely
absent from the scene, no doubt due to other diversionary raids,
which drew the fighter opposition towards the Heligoland.

Bomb Aimer F/O C.V. BIDDULPH, RAF, in F/L G.J. CRIBB'S, RAF, crew,
from his position in the aircraft, followed tne path of an 4,000

.../87



21/2/14,

22/2/1,

23/2/kk

- 87 -

pounder dropped from a neighbouring aircraft, and saw it
completely demolish several buildings, and particularly
uprooting a full wall of a well sized building, and hurling
it through mid-air.

s

P/O A.G. McAULEY in aircraft "N" after just having bombed the
target, was hit by incendiaries from a Lancaster above and ahead,
which tore three gaping holes in the port wing, and began a fire
on the starborad wing. He had only time to shout "Look out boys"
between the time he first saw the falling incendiaries and the
impact, which caused the aircraft to zo into a steep dive. After
a loss of 3,000 feet the fire extlnvulshed itself. A Lancaster
flying behlnd PVO HMcAULEY was also struck by the falling
incendiaries and in the same manner set alight, but it didn't
fare as well, and a few moments later the crew of "Y" saw it
explode and disintegrate in mid-air, apparently carrying its

bomb load. No damage was caused to the controls of "Y", and
McAULEY, did a good job in bringing back his badly banged up aircraft.

‘eather: It somewhat deteriorated today, with cold wintry showers
coming down intermittently throughout the day.

In view of the weather no operations were scheduled and as a
result aircrews spent the day resting after the previous.two evenings
work, and the early morning retirn from overations.

Only a meagre amount of flyinz training was carried out, and consisted
of one air test and one cross—country flight.

Weather: Showers were frequent throughout the day, accompanied
by thick heavy clouds, which reduced visibility to moderate.

ileven of the ILion's aireraft were detailed for a raid on enemy
territory which was to take place in the late eveningz, but as the
weather failed to clear up, the operation was later cancelled.

In view of the weather, no flying of any type was carried out this
date.

Wleather: The spasmodic drizzles persisted, accompanied by
cloudy skies.

Between dull spots in the weather a minimum amount of flyingz
was attempted. Out newly accuired "A" Flight Commander, S/L
BISSZTT, practised several circuits and landinzs, with another
tvo eircraft engaged on corss country and local familiarization
flizhts, respectively.

Otherwise it was a very uneventful dey.
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Jeather: Cloudy with rain and drizzle. Visibility moderatce.

Twelve aircraft were detailed for a raid on SCHUZINFURT and
aircraft took off accordingly between 1821 and 1840 hours.

Four aircraft failed to reach the target due to ea ly returns.
Approximately an hour after take-off aircraft "L", piloted by

F/S J. KING, while making an attempt to climb from 9,000

feet on reaching the enemy coast, found the port inner engine
rapidly overheating. The pilot then flew the aircraft level,

but it bezan to vibrate and stagger throuzh the air and consequently,
he decided to return to base, recrossinz the coast at BOURIEIOUTH.
F/S C.H. COATHUP in aircraft "R" returned early due to electrical
defects throughout the aircraft. F{S A.P. CLIBEZRY, DFii,
encountered enzine trouble after he was well on his way to the
target, when both port engines began to vibrate violently and

he too, decided to return. The other early return was F/L

JeeGe IILTOHI, RAF, in alrcraft "U", vho returned before crossing

~the Enzlish coast, because the rear gunner was not getting any

oxyzgen in the turret.

On the inward journey to the target the remaining eizht aircraft
encountered scvere head winds, which did not permit them to reach
the tarzet at the briefed time. In soite of the deley, they

found the target still alizht with flares, with visibility clear
end anlimited. The enemy defences in the area were nlentifil,

with nuanerous fishter flares, S/L's and heavy flak lighting ud the
sky. Cne pilot weat as far as to say that "the sly wvas 1it up like
the Lth of July, and target arez was zs brizht as daylishit.M

The target was heavily pranzed on the markers, and the last aircraft
which entered the terzet area reported husge and concentrated flares,
which could be seen as far as FRATKFURT on the homeward journey.

A'very good pranz, and all our aircraft returned safely, none the worse
for the evening's social call on SCHUZIUFURT.

tleather: Cloudy with rain during morningz. Visibility moderate to
goode The UsSe.AsA.Fo had during the day carried out a devestating
daylizht raid on specific tarzets in AUGSBURG, in an attempt to
destroy the (IGSSIRSCHIITT works in that area, leaving that city a
nass of flames and debris. To ensure the success of the allied
intention, a similar raid of heavy bombers were detailed for the
evening, anc Lions sent out ten experienced crews.

Oae of the ten which became airborne returned early, sooa after teke-off,
when the oil pressure in the starborad outer eazine seriously dropped
and caused a dangeroas overheating. This eircraft was "2, piloted

by F/S C.H. COATHUP.
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The remaining aircraft procecded to the target and found it
clear, with no cloud and visibility good. To find the target
was an easy matter, because fires were still burning after

the daylizght offensive, which could be seen from a distance of
100 miles ®n the inward journey. Crews had been briefed not to
be mislead by previous fires, and were exceedingly careful that
their loads of incendiaries were dropped on the P.F.F. markers.

Fires were to be seen everywhere, which soon beca e welded into
a solid mass from which the pall of smoke lay like a cloud over
the city, rising from 8,000 to a height of 15,000 feet, with
almots daylizht visibility below. It was excellent evening for
taking photozraphs and the amount of film exposed exceeded all
previous records.

Unfortunately, the "B" Flizht cdeputy Flight Commander, E/L
JRoGe "Taffy", IILTON, RAF, failed to return from the operation.

t was one year ago that a "sprog" crew, captained by SGT. MILTON,
(as he was then), arrived to the LIOIS from 22 0.T.U., bringing
with him excellent recommendations relating to his capabilities as
a pilot and 2 captain. He did very well with the sguadron during
that time, but of late was experiencing difficulty in completingz the
feou remaininz sorties in his tour, diae in most cases to faalty
aircraft, and in the others to flying strain. The sombre-llelshman,
was very methodical and nrecise in 2ll he undertoolz, and prior to
ecch operation he would inspect his whole aircraft with a fine toota
comb, to ensure that every instrument and electrical device was
functioning in perfect order. He will be misscd.

“eather: Cloudy with rain turning to snow later. Visibility
moderate bat poor in snow. o operations were scheduled for this

date and aircrews enjoyed a standowa, in order that they might rest up
after the work of the last two nights. Ueather was poor for any
local flying, and consequently no flyinz of any typs and description
was carried out.

Canada could not have sent better ®AIBASSADORS of lloral Fibre
Rebuilders" than those comprising the cast of the all-Canadian
revue “3lackouts", which. ran for several performances on this
station. It was a snappy show filled with fast flowinz wit,
zorgeous costumes and lively dances which captivated the
enthusiastic interest of all Canadians oa the Sguadron. liore

that just another good show, it carried with it e message of what
Canadian shows, and Canuck humour, used to be like before its

sons were scattered over the lenzbh and breadth of the universe.

As the months turn into years awey from Canadian shores, the
menories of the olden days are hidden in obscurity, while realities
of the present are met and faced, and "3lackouts™ certeinly helped to
revive all those memories. ‘hat Canadians need in inglend, are

~

more Canadian travelling entertazinment units, of a2 similer quality.
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“ieather: Cloucy with saowr and later siow showers. Visibilit:
moderate and very poor in snow. The snou curtailled all local
flyinz and no operations were scheduled for this date. This
weather is the closest we have come to a Canadian winter for
some time,®when a solid blanket of snow covered the whole camp
and runvays.

‘Jeather: Clear and sunshine, with a few scattered clouds
and slizht wind.

Fourteen aircraft were this date detailed for an operation on
enemy territory, which included amongst the crews 1/C R.S.
TURNBULL, AFC, DRI, who was to take with him the Station
Commander, G/C J.G. BRYAIS, as second pilot. By nizght fall
the weather began closing in and prior to take-~off time the

(]
oneration was cancelled.

“Jeather: Continued clear with sunshine. Visibility excellent.

Azain operations were not called for, but crews were out as an
intensive flying training program, consisting of H35 tests, air
test, local practice end familiarization flights, cross country and
a variety of other requisites in the trainins line. Ther
certoinly tooir adventaze of the ideal flydin: conditions.

veather: Talr to cloudy with a fewr occasional snow showers towards
eveninz. Visibility good. Things started off with a baiz this
month as the Squadron was called upon for operations. 'le were not

aazat napping by aa means aad had sixteen crews detailled and
raring to go. IDverybody concerned was disapnointed when operations
were scrubbed, especially the mecir behind the wrench -~ the
AROURERS.

leather: lizinly fine with Zood visibility. Three degrecs of frost.
With a nice tinge of frost in the air it was uncomfortable to stand
around so it is not surprising that a great deal of flying was

done this date. There were three cross—countries during the day in
order to familiarize the crews with the new H.2.5 eguipnent. One
aircraft was employed on Fighter Affiliation practice and one on
air firing. This with a few air tests kept all personnel busy and

a1

Jleather: Fair to fine with good visibility. 4 dezgrees of frost.
As we were not called upon for operstions this date, everjyone
seemsd to zget down to an intense training progreamme resulting in
five aircraft tokdng off after dinner ané cross—countries, two
aircraft on eir to air firing, one aircraft on practice bombing
and a number of air tests. There is no cdoubt, that full advantaze
was teken of the zood weather conditions this date.
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“'eather: FIine becominz cloudy with sone slizht snow after
dusk. Visibility good. Six degrees of frosi.

The weather man is definitely doins his best to prove us
Canacks that we can still have a winter in Enzland today.

For the third day in a row the Squadron has been free of
operations. Nevertheless, this definitely didn't stop us from
becoming airborne and today five aircraft were detailed

for cross—countries, six for air-to-air firing, and a number
of air test and local flying practice.

Wieather: Cloudy with good visibility. One degzree of frost.

The boys of the Sguadron are beginning to wonder whether the
Squadron is still operational or whether we are changing over to
an 0.T.U. because today again, no word of operations, so the
opportunity of giving the crews that had not been on an H.2.S.
training exercise was taken and five aircraft were detailed for
cross—countries. Three aircraft carried out practice bombinz
exercises and one air to air firing. Flicht Lieutenant R.C.
DEEGAN an ex=LIOJ paid a hurried visit to the Squadron in the late
afternoon and it was noticed that he was still flying a "Y"

Yorker as he did with us. DEZGAN looked and admitted that he

was a little homesick for the boys, which is a very good sign

of the Squadron spirit.

Yleather: Visibility poor. Uind very lizht

Althougzh this is the “moon period"™ the Squadron happily received
the news this morning that we were called upon for operations.

e provided fourteen aircraft with ease. The target was TRAPPES
and its marshelling yards. Only thirteen alrcraft took off
because "J" Jolhny piloted by F/SGT X3 was a non-starter due to
engine trouble. First aircraft attacking report 2/10th cloud
which quickly dispersed and all other crews reported no cloud

with good v131b111ty P.F.F. markers vere on time and appeared to be
accurately placed, several crews being able to see the yards and bo
bombed the actual target in the absence of T.I. markers. Several
crews stated that they saw sticks of bombs straddlinz the targzet.
Attac was well concentrated and very zood results are expected.
CAIT.J19588 P/O B.C. Scobine and Can.2136520 F/S Foster DF, and
thelir crews-reported to the Squadron from 1659 CU.

vieather: Cloudy without rain, becoming fine. Visibility becoming
very good, light northerly winc. The Sguadron was detailed for
operations zgain today and we provided 14 aircraft. Target for
bombing was L3 MANS. All our aircraft became airborne but "J¢
Johnny piloted by F/S XING returned early due to engine trouble.

Of the remainder 10 attacked the target, 3 reachinz it and being
unzble to see target markers, jettisoned their bombs and abandoned
the task in accordance with briefin; instractions. Teather
conditions over the target were 7/10 hs cloud with tops from 7/1003
ft. P.F.F. markers were late and some difficulty was experiencecd

Q2
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in locating them when they finally did zo down, due to the
uanexpected cloud cover. Several small fires were seen and one
large explosion at 2134 hours was reported by one of the crews.
Jdost of Epe crews consider this as a very scattered attack.
There was no apparent concentration of fizhters reported

in any particular area.

8/3 /14 Wfeather: Cloudy becominz fine. Visibility poor. Uind calm
or very light. The Sguadron was detailed for operations azain
today and only five aircraft were requested. This number was
easily met and preparations were well in hand when everything
was scrubbed. Owing to this false-alarm, it was hard to carry
out other flying so only two aircraft were employed on cross-—
countries.

9/3/hh ‘jeather: Cloudy with foz becoming fine. Visibility fogsy
becoming poor. lind calm. The Squadron was called upon for five
aircraft for operations again today but they were cancelled in
the afternoon much to everyone's sorrow. The bad weather
duaring the day did not permit any aircraft to become airborne.

10/3/LL Veather Fine becominz cloudy. Visibility moderate becoming zood.
Light northeast wind. Ilo operations this date so the Squadron
bucklzd dom to somcuore intensive traininz. Seven aircraft
were detailed for cross—coritrics and all successfully completed

helr mission. A& nuaber of aircraft did local flying and this
enzbled some of the newer creus to get the feel of their aircraft.

Zerly in the morning the Stiadron was deteiled for onerations but

this was scrubbed soon after.

11/3/L0 “eather: Cloudy. Visibility zood.  ind 15 m.p.h. Jorth-westerl;.
Jlo operations this date so taking advantagze of the good weather
‘again, the Scuadron carried out one its most intensive training
prozrames. [line cross countries were scheduled and successfally
carried out. Three aircraft were employed on fizhter affiliation
exercises and one was employed on practice bombing. Judging by the
enthusiasn end amount of flying during the last weelk, we figure the
squadron is prepared for an all out effort on operations any dey
now. Can.F155071 SGT BLIDD and crew reported to the squadron fron
156592 Con. Unit today.

12/3/LQ ‘leather: Cloudy. Visibility moderate becoming zood. And
north-westerly. Personnel of the Squadron were disappointed becanise
we were not called uvon to provide any eircrait for operations.
Instead eight aircraft were deteiled for cross—countries and
2ll successfully completed their mission. Four aircraft carriec
out air to air firinz aad others did locel flyinz. CAllJLYF52 3/0
Devercauw: and CANJ19593 2/0 H. PURVIS and crews reported to the
Scuadron from 1659 Con Unit todey.
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13/3/hh leather: Cloudy becominz fair to fine. Visibility 20-30 miles.
e were called upon for opcrations this date and easily supplied
the eight aircraft asked for. The terget was LT MANS, aad was
considered en easy "do" for the crews. The tarzet was identified
v the T.I. markers and visibly by the river. There were no nizat
fighters 8een and only one heavy gun and a couple of light zuns
were used to defend the target. All aircraft bombed the target
and returned to base. The attack was considered well concentrated
and a numnber of fires were observed on the target. Besides
operations this date, two aircraft successfully completed bombinz
practice and one practiced circuits and landinz.

14/3 /L Yeather: Fine at first becoming fair. Visibility twenty-thirty
miles deteriorating after dusk to five miles. The Scquadron was
not called upon for operations this date so an intensive
training program was prepared and carried out. Six aircraft were
employed on locel flyinzg, three aircraft practiced fighter
affiliation and these aircraft successfully completed X-Countries.

~—
.

15/3/ leather: Fine at first becoming fair to cloudy after noon. Visibility
10-20 miles. The Squadron was called upon for operations this date and
sixteen aircraft were detailed the target for the night beinz STUTT-
GirT. All the aircraft took off successfully but oae returned

cerly piloted by 2144492 11/0 KIiG, J. due to the Port Oiter

eagine packinzg up. Tvo aircraft failed to return from this

operation, the Captains beins J.22145 T/0 J.5. JILTCN aad

J.25442 F/O H.3. STGVa3.  From the thirteea aircrafi that

successfully bombed the target it was learned that the Route

Jlarkers were very poor and due to heavy cloud cover over the

target it was impossible to estimete the damage caused althoush

a number of large fires and explosioas were observed. "L LODON
piloted by P/O HOLLATTD received flak bursts on the Port Wing and
incendiaries from a friendly aircraft hit the starborad winz at
approximately the same time. On retura to base a 4 1lb. incendiary

was teken out the wing. "J" JOHIIY piloted by 2/0 1ZIDON received

a flak burst over the target that shot off the astrodrome and holed

the mid-upper turret. No injuries to personnel were sustained

luckily. Three aircraft landed away from base.

{
4

16/3/ 44 Ueather: Cloudy. Visibility ten miles at first. Threc to five
miles durin3 the morning improvinz to 15-20 miles cduring the
afternoon. The Sguadron was not called upon for operating this
date and due to bad weather little flyinz wes carried out. Two
of the aircraft that landed away last nisht returned to base,
end one aircraft took part in local flying.

17/3/40 ‘'eather: Fair to cloudy. Visibility three to six miles at first
mproving to 8~-10 miles. As no operations were scheduled this
ate eizht aircreft successfully completed I-<Countries snd one
2.5 practice bombing, two were employed on local flying and one

-

T

reralt returned to base from operation on the ni-ht of the 1l5th.

B
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Veather: Cloudy with intermittent rain at nooa and dusit.
Visibility 3-06 miles at first improving to 10-15 miles

during morninze. Operations were scheduled for this date

and fourteen aircraft were provided by the Squadron, the

target befns FRANKFURT. All aircraft took off and twelve
saccessfully bombed the target and returned to this country.

Tw70 aircraft failed to return from this operation, they were
piloted by F/O T.¥. COOPIR (3 - GIORGZ) and "2Z" Z3BRA, piloted
by CAIT.R.156049 Szt [ILLER, '.C. Crews reported the target to
be covered with haze thus making visibility poor. P.F.F. wvas
good althouzh route markers were very poor. Searchlights were
ineffective throuzh due to the haze. Large explosions were seen
and althouzh there were a few scattered fires the raid was well
concentrated. All aircraft landed away from base. "V VICTOR
piloted by R141414 F/S COATHUP saw a little real action while
makinz the bombing run the Rear Gauner sighted an :12.109 on the
port cuarter, down at 400 yards. Inemy aircraft came in cliabing
towards the eircraft. Combat evasion was "Corkscrew port" and the
rear sumer fired a short burst while in the corkscrew as the
fizhter broke away at 200 yards to starboard up aand was not seen
azain. Resume course was given after fighter broke awaye

Tnemy aircraft did not onen fire.

leather: Falr to cloudy becoming fine late in day. UAs all
aircraft landed awa; yesterdey and the weather was 1ot very

zood, not much training was cerried out this date. 21 aireral
returaed to base during the day. Sguedron zrounderew werc issuaed
with Battle Dress this date and it is believed that this wvas met
with zreat enthusiasm by all raaits. Call—J-12340 F/O He PG, Welle
21d crew revorted from 1653 Con. Unit and CATLR.186063 S5zt Smith
H.3. reported from 61 (RCAF) Base as sparc Gumer.

“eather: Fine at first, cloudy with rain in morninz. Fair to
fine later. Good visibility. Due to rain oaly one aircraft
became airborne from this Sguadron and this was employed on a
weather test. Advantaze was talkea of the bad weather thouzht to
bring the aircraft serviceability up ready for the next operations.

Veather: Cloudy with rain and drizzle. Visibility moderate to
zood. o operations scheduled for this date and cue to the bad
weather 1little flyinz was carried out except for a fer air tests
and local circuits and bumps. A good day to put the house in
order of eanticipation to comingz operations. CAILR1072332 F/S
Stevens, axd crew reported in from io. 16565 Con. Uait. Tord was
reccived from H.3. Hlo. 6 (RCAF) Group that 2/0 HOLLAD, P/
JIATCHITT and P/0 PRICH were screcd and would be lezving the
squadron in the near future.
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leather: Cloudy with occasional slizht rain. loderate

to good visibility. Althoash it ]OOACd as thouzh the

Sguadron would be freec from operations this date dae to the
weather, all personnel were surprised to learn that the
Squadron was called upon for fifteen aircraft. After being
stood dowf for the last three days this figure was easily

met and so all the aircraft took off to bomb FRANKFURT.

A1l aircraft successfully bombed the target and returned to
base. P.F.F. was reported to be on time and well concentrated.
There was a cloud cover of approx. 5/lOths but larse fires
could be seen and a number of big explosions were reported

by the crews. Fighter flares were used by the enemy

althoush no fighter resistance was reported. It was considered
that the tarzet was heavily hit and the results were very

good. Besides providing the fifteen aircraft for operations
this date two aircraft were employed oa air firing, two on
practice bombing, one on X-Comntry and a number of local tests
were carried out.

Jeather: Cloudy. Visibility moderate to good. 1Hith the large
operations the previous nisht and as the Sguadron was not called
upon azein today, full advantege was teken by the ground crews
to meke the aircraft serviceable for coming, operations. Only
two air tests wvere carried out this date.

Vesther: Clouady. Feir to fine later. Visibility moderate to
zood. The Sruaadron wes called upoa to poovide Tifteen aircraft
this date, the tarzet beinz BIRILIN. This was like home week for the

more experienced crews of the Smuadron. Three alrcraft failed to return
froa this O?GTatha, they were *J" JOILTIY piloted by CANL.R128270
17/0 Yaworsii, 4A.2., ™ EITTY piloted by CAJ.R69918 F/S Dowdell,

S.G. aad "Y' VIC piloted by /O iazdalinsidi, .F. The remaining
twelve aircraft successfully bombed the target and all returned

to base except one aircraft that landed dowa south. Crews complained
6f the lack of track merikers. Lots of searchlights were seen

over the tarzet and lathouzh P.F.F. was scattered it wes well

within the target area. Large fires were reported and occasional
explosions. Iio fighter attacks were experienced by returning
aircraft. Besides ooeratlong, two alrcraft were eﬁOWOVOu O CrosS—
countries and three on air to air firing and two on practice

bombing.

‘Teather: TFine at first, becoming cloudy then fine later.
Visibility moderate to good. Only two eircraft ucre dthlled
for operations this date, the target being AULINCY.. One aircraft
wras employed on cross country and three on local flyinz. A

very qilet doy indecd. Both of the aircraft on operations bo*xbe’J
the target and returned to base. Visibility over the target wa
zood end P.F,F. was accureste. This was considered to be a ve ry
good attack and the tarzet well pranged for the size of the reid.
o enemy resistance was experienced either to or from the tarzet.
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25/3 /4, eather: fair to fine. Good visibility. A lovely car
today and when we learned that operations were scheduled for the
nisht, it was not surprisini. Fourteen aircraft were detailed to
attack Z550TI. As our aircraft werc early in the attack, little
can be %said to the results. Defences were very mediocre and
the searchlizhts were ineffective due to the intensity of the
cloud. Route was reported good and P.F.F. accurate. All
aircraft bombed the target and returned to this country.
Besides operations, one aircraft was employed on fighter
affiliation and one on a nizht J.2.5 XZ-Country. A very
busy day indeed.

27/3 /1 Jeather: Cloudy at first becominz fair. Visibility 3 to 6
miles. Jind lizht variable. Very little doing today after
operations last ﬂl”ht but threc aircraft were enoloyﬂd on Cross—
countries, and one oa circuits and landing. CAT.R14L198 F/g
Shoener 2.F. aad crew and Cu“._leDJO r/o Stainton, “.J. and
crew reported in today from . 1659 C.U. for operationel
duties. liot muach activity to report this date.

28/3/@4 TTecther: TFog at first 1iftinz during the afternocon axd
becoming foszr azain after dA,A. Visibility poor. ind
1i-ht nort 11cr A srand dey for aircreu persomiel to have

2 well ceraed rest. o fljing a all s carried out nothing
. of interest to renort.

29/3/1d Ueather: Cloudy becoming fair. Iizht driszle duaring the
morainz. Visibility ons to six miles. ind light northerly.
Sizteon cdreraft wsre detallel for operations but this was
cancelled during the afternoon and only one eircraft was
detailed to bomb VAIZSS. This zircraft bombed the tarzet
and returned safely to base. There was very little enemy
defence and considered a very easy trip. P.F.F. was zood.

There was no clouad but some haze.

30/3 /L4 jeather: Fair. Visibility five to ten miles. 'ind light
northerly. Operations detailed for this date and sixteen
eircraft took off to bomb NURE:BROUG. Twelve aircraft
successfully bombed the target and returned to this
country. The squadron SJffered a heavy loss this nizht as
three aircraft were reported missinz. Both our "A™ and "B"
Flizht Comaanders failed to retura. ™" 7Hillie piloted by
A/3/L G.J. LAIRD DFC and "D" Donald owloted by A/S/L Il
BISSJTT JF. One of the newer crews CAN.J12340 F/0 ‘..

PEE oilotin~ "I DASY also failed to return. Returning
crews reported numerous night fighters that were aided by the
brizht moon. ™I iuts piloted by CAT.J15301 F/O U.J. VEICKR
was attacked by a fizhter. The !fd-upper gunner first sishtel

exchange of tracers from two unidentified aircraft on the
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port beam. The enemy aircralt appareatly saw this
aircraft when he broke away from the other bomber and
therefore, opened fire from 600 yards or morec. The
ifid—upper zunner saw this trace cominz from the port
quartey dowm and instructed his Pilot to corkscrew to
port. This was done and the enemy aircraft was not seen
after resume course was given. HNelther gunners opened
fire and no damage was sustained to the aircraft.

A number of the pilots acutally saw the night fighters
shooting dovn our aircraft and tracers filled the air.
P.,F.F. was late at first but later in the raid were well
concentrated. Target was well pranged but believed a
costly "do". F/L McAULZY a veteran of 24 trips made his
first turnback due to enzine trouble. Four eircraft were
also employed on practices bombinz during the day.

eather: Fair. Visibility five to ten miles. 1lind light
northerly. Flying activities were at a minimum this date
due to the operations last night and to the great loss of
our Flizht Cormanders. One of the newer crews went on a
¥-Country to make our full effort for the day. ILooking
back over the month though, this is considered to have
been a month of gzreat oprogress and activity. ‘

Honours and Averds = IIL

Comaissions - IIL

Promotions:

J18167 P/O Rei. Shamnon promoted to the rank of T/Flying Officer
Weeefs lolol{l,"o

J27584 P/0 H.G. Jahu promoted to the rank of T/Flying Officer
We€efe 25.12.43

J28204 P/0 J.J.4. lacLeod promoted to the rank of T/Flying
Officer we.e.fs 9.1.44

J27225 P/0 R.D. Ford promoted to the rank of T/Flying Officer
We€efs 11la12.040

J18888 P/0 A.G. HcAuley appointed to Actinz Flisht Lieutenant
Weeele 20.2.14

J19057 P/0 J.D. liawsoa appointed to Acting Flight Lieutanant
Weeefe 262,04

156550 P/0 J.A. iicClune promoted to the rank of T/Flying Officer
Weele Fe244.

Postinrs to aad from Unit:

J19844, /O C.A. Fisher posted to Jo. 405 Sgaadron wee.f. 1.3.44
J23966 F/0 i1.B. Calhoun posted io. L4O5 Sguadron w.e.f. 1.3.44
J14201 F/0 A.7. Shirley posted to RCAF U/K /I Unit w.eof. 206.2.44
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JLLT27 F/O A.G. 3mith posted from 61 (ACAT) Base veeel. 50340
J2758L P/0 H.G. Nahu posted from 61 (RCAF) Base wee.f. 6.3.4%
J24620 F/O G.lM. Waddell posted from 61 (RCAF) Base weeof. 6.3.44
J26297 F/O G.W. Farr posted from 61 (RCAT) Base w.e.f. 6.3.4L

-J19588°P/0 B.C. Scobie posted from 61 (RCAF) Base wee.f. 6.3.44
J24,588 F/O H. Dubeski posted from 61 (RCAF) Base w.e.f. 11.3.144

Weather: Fair. Visibility 5-10 miles. 'ind 1lizht easterly.
o operations were scheduled for this date so a number of
training exercises were successfully carried out. Four
aircraft were employed on H.2.S Cross—countries, two on
airtests, one on practice bombin; and eight on spescial
training exercises. This was the extent of the Sguadron
activities for this date with nothinz particularly outstanding
taking place.

Veather: Cloudy at first - fair durinz morninz and afternoon.

2

ind south-easterly. 5/lOths cloud. Fogz after dusk.

An extensive training proszram was scheduled but had to be
scrubbed on account of changing weather conditions. Our
Commandinz Officer, U/C ReS5e Turnbull, AFWLC., DeFeie, went
to R.C.AFe Headouarters this dete.

Yleather: Cloudy with rain and fozi Poor visibility. To
flying at all this date due to westher conditions, so training
wvas confined to lectures and zround instruction. Two neu

crews arrived at the Squadron today, namely, J24486 T/0 Penrosc
and CAT.RL66264 St Kicek, J.H. aad Creus.

Gieather: Cloudy with mach rain. Poor visibility. The weather
was even worse today than yesterday so all kites stayed on the
deck. Our Commanding Cfficer, '/C R.S. TURIBULL, AeFeCe, DeFals
retirned to the Sguadron after a tuo day stay at R.C.AWTF.
Headguerters. Our idjutant, F/Zt. O.3. :L3TIH, proceeded on
leave today. Two new creus reported in to the Squadron from
Conversion Unit today. They were, CAN.J1L908 P/O HIPBURN and
crew and CAN.JR0191 P/O LURPHY and crew.

eather: Cloudy with much rein and drizzle. Poor visibility.
The weather manazed to clean up a bit in the afternoon and four
aircraft took off on H.2.5 Cross~countries, three aircraft did
local flying and one was employed on air to air firinz. A4/S/0
D.Ge Thiting assumed the duties of idjutent in the absence of
F/L O.R. ILRTIi.

‘leather: Cloudy with rain at first. DPoor visibilityr.

The weather really closed down on us today so no flying could
be carried out. After beinz "stood doim" for so lonz, it is
guite evident that 211 persomnel 17111 be welcoming better
weather and most of 211 “OFRATICISM.

“leather: Cloudy. Visibility moderate to noor. Operations were
scheduled for todey and eight aircraft were detailed, however,
due to weather conditions they were scrubbed, mich to the
disappointment of all concerned. Local conditions were not too
bad so an intensive training programne was carried out with
three aircraft being detailed for "BULLSIYM exercises, four
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on Circuits and Landiazs, two on H.2.3 Cross—country, onc on
alr to air firing and another on Fishter Affiliation. &
grand change from the last weclk's inactivity.

tieathere Cloudy becoming fine. Visibility moderate. Mo
operations were detailed for this date but opportunity was
taken of the nice weather by gettinz a number of the

aircraft airborne. Two aircraft were employed on He2.5
Cross—country, two on local flyinz, one on air to air

firinz. At night, two of the neu crews carried out a BULISTYD
exercise successfully, giving then a chance to zet the feel

of their new aircraft.

Veathor: Cloudy with some heze and rain, becoming fine.
Visibility poor becomingz zood. At loaz last, we were
finally detailed for onerations mich to the approvel of all.
Foartcen aircraft were cetailed to bomb VILIIIIZIVI 3ST.
GIORGE5. A1 aircraft became airborne. Sooan after take

off, one of our aircraft piloted by F/S STIVAD collided in
mid-air with another aircraft from L2, Squedron. Tae
ailercns were so badly damazed that the Pilot couldn't
control the aircraft, so ordered the crew to bail oit. Thc
renaining thirtcen aircraft bombed 2 visible and easy tarsst.
A few cxplosions wore noticed and fires were taldnzg a ool
holc. DNefences at the tarzet were very weal and only ons

e cported a misht fishter thot dida't opca fire on
thea. In geaeral this attaclk was considered very successial,
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Yecathor: Fine becoming cloud;r. Visibilitr cieellent. The
Sceadron vas called upon asain todey to supply fourteen

eircraft for opcrations. This fizure wes easily met and fourtszen
elrcraft took off to bomb GIZT. It was believed that the

attack was well concentreted and GHIIT aad its marshalling

vards beinz well pranged. Adrcraft "' llother, piloted by
/Crdr. DURGISS (attached from 433 Squadron) was hit by

heavy flealr yhich shot awey the Port Aileron and dameged the

Port outer enzine. By:sicdillful airmanship, he brousht his
aireraft back to Ingland and being unable to land, ordered the
crev to abandon aircraft. Besides operations one aircraft took of
onl an HeZede cross—country durins the day but returned ecarly

due to the He2.3. being unserviceable. One aircraft carried

out circuits and landinzs.

4

Wieather: Cloudy with occasional showers and molerate visibility.
Tae Sguadron had g well—carned rest this dete as no oneratioas
were schedaleds Some locel flying was cerricl out thoush, and
three eircraft took part in a cross-comitry ciercise,
familiarizing the new creus it 5

]
1 Ty N U - - -
tne HeZeo ecadlnmciate.
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12/L/h0 Ueather: Tog early, clearing, becowning cloady. Occasioral
showers and moderate visibility. lo operations on account
of weather conditions. Iline aircraft took part in an He2.0
ross—country. One returned early due to D.R. Compass being
unservlceable. Two other aircraft were employed on local
flyinz. F/L J. CHASANOFF, our former Adjutant, paid a
hurried visit to the Scuadron between trains oa his leave.

13/@/44 “leather: Cloudy. Intermittent showers. Visibility moderate.
The weathcr man seems to have it in for us so far this month
and we are zetting plenty of inclement days. Despite the
weather thouzh, seven aircraft took part in H.2.0 cross—
countries, one on fighter affiliation, and two on air to
air firinsz.

I,.l

=

/A/Lﬁ tieather: Cloudy. Visibility moderate to zood. Iizht aircraflt
yrere detailed for operations this date but were scrubbed due to
weather conditions. All flying treining programmes were
scrabbed too so the opportunity of getting the aircraft in
tip-top shape for coming operations was taken.

15/L/8h “eath Cloudy with continuous rain at first becoming feir.

o moderate to ~oon. Ho onergtions were sc'le<1«,v.*_w for

EN
\"U o)

te so a AJA of t were emdloyed on trainiag
5 reoits and landings aad thres

Tt o~

tedt 01 & HeZ.3 cross~cointr).
AV:lilU} S creu doimr to Horehan
to piclt 1 our aireraft Y lorre“ which is novr serviceable.

lé/h/h& Veather: lizinly cloudy with slizht drizzlc. Horth—easterly
rind. Five-teaths cloud. Visibility poor. As no operations
were scheduled for this date an intensive training progran was
prepared. AlLl the aircraft participeting were mecde ready bu

- unfortunately the program had to be scrubbed at the last minute

due to weather conditions. The Section Leaders toox the
opportunity of zivinz their men lectures anc ground instruction
in order to keep them up to date with the latest information on
heir eguipnent.

17/4/ L VeatherT Fair to cloudy with driszle at first. find northerly
5-10 m.p.h. Visibility moderate to good. Althozzh the day
started ouat pretty dreary, by noon the sky had cleared up a bit
ellowing the Squadron to become airborae for a chanze. Ton
zircraft took part in H.2.5. cross—countries end two on practice
bombing. Foar alrcraft were finished inspections yeste rda~ end

'~

were sirtested

15/0/00 leather: Tair. Uind south-sasterly ot 5-10 m.p.h

3

. Visibility
sood at first becoming poor in afternoon. The r2dron vas

callel unoa for operations this date, rmich to the anpproval of

De
~
DT
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all concerned. Fifteen aircraft were detailed, the target

being LE BOURGET. All aircraft became airborne. One

aircraft piloted by RLL1A1L W/O COATHUP, C.H. failed to

return. The remaining fourteen aircraft found clear visibility
over the target. and bombed on P.F.F. which appeared to be

well concentrated. Due to the congestion of aircraft over the
target, two of this Squadron's aircraft collided together cutting
off about 6 feet of the Starboard wing of "D". No injuries

were sustained by the personnel and both aircraft landed back

at base. This raid was considered a good concentrated attacke.

Weather: Fair at first becoming cloudy. Continuous rain

during afternoon and evening. Wind south—easterly at 10-15 m.p.h.
Visibility moderate to poor. There was little doing in the
Squadron this date as the aircrews on last night's operation
slept in till noon. In the afternoon lectures were given and

a picture was shown at the Station Cimema for the information

of operational aircrew. It is found that this form of
instruction is popular and considered well worth the effort.

Weather: Fair to cloudy with occasional showers during afternoon.
Wing SeWely. 10-20 m.p.h. Visibility good. The Squadron

was called upon for operations again this date but this did
not curtail the training of new crews. One was employed on
practice bombing, three on bombing and fighter affiliation
combined, 2 on fighter affiliation and two on local flying.
Sixteen aircraft were detailed for operations, the target
being LENS. All aircraft became airborne and proceeded to
bomb a well illuminated target. Few explosions were observed
by members of this Squadron. All aircraft returned to base and
the pilots reported the target was well pranged.

Weather: Fair at first. Continuous rain during morning

becoming fair later. Wind westerly light at first increasing

to 20-25 m.p.h. Visibility good. A real drizzly day with lots of
wind, providing little incentive for work. The crews on
operations last night slept in till noon and attended lectures

in the afternoon. No aircraft became airborne this date.

Weathers+ Fine at first becoming fair. Wind westerly at 10-15
mepsh. Visibility good. The Squadron was detailed for
operations today and sixteen aircraft were provided, the

target being DUSSELDORF. All aircraft became airborne. One
aircraft "N" returned to base early bringing back his full
bomb load due to Port Outer Engine being unserviceable. The
remaining fifteen aircraft bombed the target from 19,000 to
20,000 ft. Few explosions were observed lasting about four

to five seconds and numerous fires of medium size could be seen
and appeared to be taking good hold. Considered a good trip and
looked like a really successful prang. Besides operations a
number of training sorties were carried out. Three aircraft
were employed on practice bombing, one on fighter affiliation
and one taking pictures. A very busy day indeed.
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Weather: Mainly cloudy, wind south-westerly at 10-15 m.p.h.
Visibility good. No operations scheduled for today and
after the big "do" last night, most of the aircraft were
receiving a good check-over. The Squadron managed to put
four ajrcraft on He2.S cross—country though, thus giving
the new crews a little experience with the new equipment.

Weather: Fair to cloudy. Wind westerly at 20-25 m.p.h.
Visibility good. '

The Squadron was detailed for operations this date the
target being KARLSRUIE. All aircraft became airborme.

One aircraft "U" returned to base early due to late take
off and being unable to get on track on time as briefed.
One aircraft "L" is missing from this operation, it was
piloted by J.19593 P/O H.F. PURVIS. The remaining aircrafi
proceeded in very bad weather to the target area and due to
icing and clouds above target no results were observed and
all pilots complained about the poor weather and the
disappointed meteorological report. Attack considered
unsuccessful.

Besides operations one bombing practice, two bombing and
fighter affiliation, and two local flying sorties were
carried out.

Weather: Fine at first becoming fair later. Wing north-
westerly at fifteen to twenty miles per hour. Visibility
good.

Fourteen aircraft were detailed for operations but were scrubbed
later in the day. Only four aircraft became airborne and they
were employed on local flying. J26708 F/L D.H. PERRY and

J8773 F/L W.R. MOSELEY WILLIAMS reported in with their crews

for operational duties.

Weather: Cloudy at first becoming fine. Wind light at first
becoming westerly. 510 me.p.h. Visibility good.

After fourteen aircraft were put out last night, the
Squadron turned around and put sixteen again tonight, the
target being VILLENEUVE ST. GEORGES. All aircraft became
airborne and proceeded to the target where the weather was
found clear although there were some haze and smoke. The
sixteen aircraft pranged the target which was well 1lit up.
Several bomb bursts were seen adjacent to the T.I. markers.
A violent explosion was observed at OO4L hours and it is
believed it was an ammunition train. Considered an easy
target which was well pranged.

Training consisted of some local flying this date.
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Weather: Fine to fair. Wind north-westerly at 10-20 m.p.h.
Visibility good. Again today word was received that we
were scheduled to carry out a bombing mission against
AULNOYE. Sixteen aircraft were detailed and all became
airborne and proceeded to the target. One aircraft "M
Freddie found impossible to release his bomb load over the
target due to electrical circuit and bomb load was brought
back to base. The remaining fifteen crews reported the
target well pranged and results were observed from their
height at the time of releasing their bomb load which was
only 4,000 ft.

Weather: Mainly fine. Wind northerly. 5-10 me.peh.
Visibility goods A-stand down was given to the Squadron
this date, a suitable reward for the wonderful job done

in the last two nights. Only three aircraft became airborne
today and they were just employed on local flying.

Weather: Mainly fair to cloudy. Wind north-westerly at
5 to 10 m.p.h. Visibility good.

The Squadron was back in there raring to go today after a

good rest yesterday but was not called upon for operations.

As usual, the next best thing was done, which is flying
training. Three aircraft carried out Fighter affiliation
exercises and three were employed on practice bombing.

Another three aircraft did the rounds with their H.2.S.
equipment, familiarizing themselves with it for future reference
on operations.

Weather: Fair to cloudy. Wind north-westerly at 5-10 mep.h.
Visibility good.

The Squadron was called upon for operations today, a suitable

ending to a very busy month. Sixteen aircraft were detailed to bomb
SOMAIN. All the aircraft took off. One aircraft after

reaching the target was unable to release its bombs due to
electrical failure. -Bomb load was jettisoned on the return

journey. The remaining fifteen aircraft bombed on the T.1.

markers and nmumerous fires were observed. All crews complained
that the Pathfinder force was late releasing their markers.

Raid was considered quite successful.

Honours and Awards - NIL

Commissions _

J85561 P/0 W.B. Patrick appointed to a commission weeefe 11.3e44
J8551 P/O H.A. Larivee appointed to a commission weeefs 1le3.44
174000 P/0 E. Wightman appointed to a commission weeefe 20e3e44
173861 P/0 J. Quinn appointed to a commission wee.fo 18.1.44
173857 P/0 E.D. Cast appointed to a commission wee.fe 113044
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1.5.44 Weather: Mainly cloudy with visibility ten to twenty miles.
Wind westerly at ten to fifteen miles per hour.

The Squadron started out the month with fourteen aircraft
scheduled for operations. Serviceability being at its
high standard again, allowed for two other aircraft to
participate in cross-country exercises during the day.

On thelr return from cross-country the aircraft carried
out practice bombing exercises.

Of the fourteen aircraft detailed for bombing ST. GHISLAIN,
all took off. Two aircraft returned early, both due to
engine trouble. The remaining twelve aircraft successfully
‘bombed the target and claeimed the attack was an excellent
show. "U" Uncle piloted by F/0O PEARSON landed at Skipton-
on-Swale due to petrol shortage.

2/5/u4 Weather: Cloudy with light rain during morning. Showery
after dusk. Visibility ten to twenty miles. Wind south
- -westerly at twenty to thirty m.p.h.

The day started out dark and drizzly and due to the rain
it was impossible for the aircraft to become airborne. In
the afternoon the aircrews were given lectures and ground
instruction while the ground staff made the best of the
stand-down by giving the aircraft a good servicing.

As the weather did not let up, no night flying was scheduled.

3/5/bd: Weather: Fair to cloudy. Visibility twenty to thirty miles.
per hour falling to ten to fifteen miles per hour after dusk.
Although there was no rain this mornming, the weather did not
look much better than yesterday. F/O PEARSON returned from
Skipton-on-Swale after being diverted there on the first.
By afternoon the sky had cleared a bit and an intensive
training programme was scheduled.

Two aircraft carried out practice bombing and five were
detailed for local flying. At night ten aircraft were
detailed for a night cross country. Nine aircraft took off
and successfully the mission.

L/5/kh Weather: Fine at first with rain during late morning and
ST ' early afternoon, becoming fair later. Visibility good at
first, deteriorating to 2000 to 4000 yards during rain
period, improving to good later. Wind light at first becoming
southerly at five to ten miles veering south-westerly at
ten to fifteen m.p.h. after rain.

- Although it looked-like a good day for flying the weather soon
set in and the practice flying that was scheduled was scrubbed.
No operations were scheduled for this date, much to the ’
disappointment of all concerned.
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5/5/L4 Weather: Fair to cloudy becoming showery after dusk.
Visibility good at first deteriorating to two to four
miles after dawn. Improving during afternoon to five
to ten miles. Wind south-—easterly at first five to ten
miles per hour backing to northerly at fifteen to twenty
m.p.h.

Taking opportunity of better weather, the Squadron managed
to carry out training programs this date. Three aircraft
were employed on practice bombing, one on bombing and
fighter affiliation combined, one on local flying. F/O
PEARSON took P/O PATRICK and crew to Re.C.A.F. Station
CROFT to pick up aircraft "O" ORANGE.

6/6/ul; Weather: Fair to cloudy with occasional showers before
dawn. Visibility ten to twenty miles. Wind northerly at
ten to 15 mepshe

The Squadron was called upon for operations this date but
they were scrubbed later on in the day due to weather
corditions.

This did not prevent a number of aircraft from becoming
airborne though and one participated in practice bombing,
two on air to air firing, two on fighter/affiliation and
practice bombing combined, and two on local flying.

7/6/1d; Weather: Fair to fine. Visibility good at first becoming
moderate. Wind light south-easterly. The Squadron was
called upon for operations this date and eight aircraft
took off as scheduled to bomb ST. VALERY-EN-CAUX. All
aircraft reached the target and bombed, returning to base.

Bombing appeared to be well concentrated on the markers but
some markers were noticed on the water. Visibility was very
good and no cloud was experienced. A few fires were seen
but none of any great size. If the markers were accurate

it is thought that the attack was successful.

. 9/5/k4 Weather: Fair to cloudy. Wind light southerly veering
westerly at ten to fifteen mep.h. Visibility moderate at
first becoming good. The Squadron was called upon for
operations today the target being ST. VALERY-EN-CAUX.
Eleven aircraft were detailed and they all took off and bombed the
target successfully. The returning crews reported that the
bombing was well concentrated and the attack should have
been very successful if the P.F.F. was accurate. Defences
were weak so little difficulty was experienced by the crews.

Besides the aircraft participating in operations, eight
aireraft were employed on flying training, this consisted
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of: one cross-country, three air to air firing and
bombing combined, three fighter affiliation and bombing
combined and one on straight bombing. A very full day

indeed. ,
§
8/5/L4, Weather: Cloudy becoming fair. Wind northerly ten to
fifteen m.p.h. Visibility moderate at first becoming
good.

No operations this date so a number of aircraft were
employed on flying training exercises. Two aircraft

took off for fighter affiliation but one returned as the
fighter did not turn up. Six aircraft took off on H.Z2.S.
cross—country and all successfully completed their mission.
Four other aircraft were employed on flying training, one
on bombing, two on fighter affiliation and bombing, and
one on air to air firing. This completed the Squadron's
activities for this date.

10/5/L4 Weather: Cloudy with light rain during morning. Wind
light at first becoming westerly at ten to fifteen m.p.h.
Visibility good. Although the weather did not look too
promising the Squadron was called upon for operations again
today, the target being GHENT. Fourteen aircraft were
called upon for operations and fourteen aircraft took off
and successfully bombed their objectives. The returning
crews reported considerable smoke over the target and
numerous bomb bursts. A great deal of credit was given to
the Master of Ceremonies for the accuracy of the bombing
as he kept the crew well concentrated. F/S STEVENS was
attacked by a fighter and the flap and aileron were shot
away. W/O CLIBBERY was also attacked by a night fighter and
due to damage sustained was forced to land away .at WOODBRIKGE.
All the remaining aircraft returned to base.

Little local flying was carried out this date except for a
few air tests. A very busy day indeed.

11/5/44 Weather: Fair to fine. Visibility good. Wind westerly at
ten to fifteen m.p.h.

For the third day in succession the Squadron was called upon
for operations. Although this entails a-lot of added work,
everyone appears to relish the idea of getting the war won
and fourteen aircraft were supplied with ease. The target for
tonight was BOULOUGNE.

Fourteen aircraft took off O.K. and the crews again praised the
work the Master of Ceremonies who seemed to be very confident
in his instructions and instilled the same feeling of
confidence in the bombing crews. No fighters and very little
defence was reported. It was difficult to see the target due
to smoke although the weather was quite good. All aircraft
returned safely to base except "S" Sugar piloted by J.6708

F/L PERRY which failed to return from this operation.
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Weather: Fair becoming cléudy. Wind light at first
becoming westerly at five to ten m.p.h. Visibility
moderate to good.

For the fourth day in succession the Squadron was called
upon for operations. Fourteen aircraft were supplied
with ease to bombing the night's objective which was
LOUVAIN. All aircraft successfully took off and completed
their mission. There was no cloud over the target but a
great deal of ground haze was experienced. All crews
reported an explosion on the target that seemed larger
than any seen before. The attack was considered to be a
very good effort.

Very little flying training done this date.
Weather: Fair to cloudy with light rain during evening.

Wind north-westerly veering north-—easterly at five to ten
me.pesh. Visibility good at first becoming moderate. For

‘the -fifth day in succession the Squadron was called upon

for operations. Fourteen aircraft were made ready but

due to weather conditions the effort was scrubbed. No flying
training was carried out today except for a few airtests, the
local weather being too poor for long trips. A well

deserved rest was taken by all concerned today, expecially
the aircrew personnel.

Weather: Mainly cloudy. Wind northerly veering north-easterly.
Visibility good. As the Squadron was not called upon for
operations today, an intensive training program was

instituted in order to have the newer crews ready for

another long period of operations. In the course of the

day eight aircraft took part in training exercises, these

being: fighter affiliation, air-toeair firing and bombing
combined, air to air firing alone, one on straight bombing

and two on bombing and fighter affiliation combined.

At night nine aircraft were detailed for night practice
bombing. Nine aircraft took off and successfully completed
their migsion. This was considered to be a very helpful
exercise for new and old crews.

Weather: Mainly cloudy. Visibility good. Wind northerly
at ten to 15 m.p.h.

After two days free of operations, the Squadron was called
upon for sixteen aircraft for operations this date. Everything
was well under way for a grand effort but the detail was
scrubbed much to the sorrow of all concerned. Getting ready
for the big effort left few aircraft available for training
purposes so only four flights were chalked up for today and
they consisted of local flying.
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Weather: Showery at first with continuous light rain and
drizzle during afternoon. Cloudy later. Visibility good.
Wind northerly at ten to fifteen m.p.h.

A poor Yay for flying today but a good day to put the house
in order. Section Leaders took the advantage of giving
their men ground instruction and lectures were arranged

accordinglye.

Not one aircraft left the deck today giving the ground
staff a golden opportunity to give them a thorough checking
after the continuous work they had been doing on operations.

Nothing of any importance to report today.

Weather: Mainly cloudy with occasional showers during
afternoon. Visibility mainly good. Wind north-easterly
at fifteen to twenty miles per hour. Another bad day
for flying but nevertheless four aircraft took part in
local flying, one on bombing and fighter affiliation and
one on straight fighter affiljation. Not a very active
day considering the amount of operating done so far this
month.

Weather: Showery at first with continuous rain during
afternoon, becoming cloudy later. Visibility moderate.

Wind northerly at five to ten m.p.h. The weather stepped

in again today to keep the Squadron from operating or
carrying out training to any extent. Four aircraft managed
to participate in practice bombing during the late

afternoon when things cleared up a bit. At night two aircraft
were scheduled for night practice bombing but this was
scrubbed. No other flying was carried on. '

Weather: Mainly cloudy with light rain during afternoon.
Wind light northerly. Visibility moderate at first becoming
good. At last we were called upon for operations this date.
A very welcome request after the last few days of inactivity.
Fifteen aircraft were detailed to bomb LEOLIPON and this
figure was easily met. Fifteen aircraft took off and fifteen
returned, all landing away at NEWMARKET due to the weather
conditions in these parts. The returning crews reported the
attack to be well concentrated and the bomb bursts all in or
near the target indicators. Visibility was good although a little
haze was experienced. Considered a successful attacke.

Weather: Mainly cloudy with light drizzle during afternoon.
Wind northerly at ten to twenty me.p.h. Visibility moderate

at first becoming good during evening. As most of the
serviceable aircraft were at NEWMARKET and did not return till
late afternoon, very little activity was noticed in the
Squadron. The aircraft returned too late to carry out any
training flying so the day dragged out pretty slowly.
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Weather: Cloudy at first becoming fair to fine in early
evening. Visibility good. Wind northerly, 15 — 20 m.p.h.
As no aircraft were flying yesterday and as the Squadron
was not called upon for operations today, most of the

time wag spent in practice flying. Two aircraft were
employed on practice bombing and nine aircraft took off

for an H2S Cross—country. Of the nine ajrcraft participating
in the H.2.5. Cross—country, eight completed the detail

and one returned early due to H.2.S. being unserviceable.
The gunners were given a little practice in air to air
firing and fighter affiliation, a good idea as the enemy
fighter situation seems to have become a little more active.

Weather: Fair to cloudy with slight rain in evening. Good
visibility. News that the Squadron was detailed for
operations was happily received and preparations were made to
have fourteen aircraft ready. Besides operations the flying
training was also active as the serviceability was on top
line as usual. Three fighter affiliation exercises were
carried out, two air to air firing, two H.2.S bombing and a
few local flying. Fourteen of the Squadron's aircraft took off
to bomb LE MANS. Visibility was fair with nil cloud, but
considerable haze. F/O PENROSE'S crew sighted an ME-109

over the target area. P.F.F. appeared meagre and late thus
making it hard for the Master of Ceremonies to give good
instructions to attacking aircraft who were congested around
area. If P.F.F. accurate, attack considered successful.

Weather: Fair to cloudy with visibility moderate to good.

No operations scheduled for today so back the Squadron went to
Flying Training as a number of new crews have been posted to us.
As these new crews were trained on a different Mark of Halifax
aircraft, great care is taken to familiarize them with their

. new aircraft, hence the large number of training exercises.

During the afternoon seven aircraft took off on Cross—country
exercises. All completed their missions except one which
returned early due to aircraft being unserviceable. A night
practice bombing exercise was also arranged for two aircraft
but this was scrubbed due to bad weather.

Weather: Fine becoming cloudy with slight rain late in day.
Good visibility. Fifteen aircraft were detailed for operations
today, the target being AACHEN. The crews reported the
visibility fair with some cloud and haze. P.F.F. was on time
and appeared bang on, a great difference from the previous
raid on LE MANS. Large explosions were sighted but not many
fires. Numerous bomb bursts were seen right on the Target
Indicators and it is believed that the attack was highly
successful if the P.F.F. was accurate as it was numerous.

F/L STEPHEN was attacked by a night fighter on the way in
over enemy territory. He received numerous hits from a
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rocket fired by the fighter but despite the fact that his
aircraft was almost unmanageable and he was easy meat for
further attacks, this Captain carried on in the face of
heavy odds and bombed his target. He made a successful
crash kanding at WOODERIDGE. A very good show on this
Captain's part and a good example of the type of work this
Squadron does.

Besides operations, one aircraft did an H.2.5 bombing practice
in the afternoon and one was detailed for night flying but
was scrubbed due to operations taking place.

Weather: Mainly cloudy with occasional slight rain during
morning and afternoon. Good visibility.

The Squadron was called upon for operations again today and
an all-out effort of eighteen aircraft was scheduled. The
operations were scrubbed though later in the day, much to
the disappointment of the Squadron.

F/L STEPHEN returned from WOODERIDGE leaving his Mid-upper
Gunner in hospital suffering from wounds received during the
attack last night.

The Squadron experienced a heavy loss today in the death of
J.28242 F/O H. RATHIER who died as a result of motorcycle
accident in the vicinity of NORTHALLERTON. = His skipper,
F/O HEPBURN was driving the motorcycle when the accident
occurred and received injuries to his left arm.

Weather: Cloudy with moderate rain in early morning.
Visibility moderate at first becoming good later.

Today was free from operations, so flying training and

ground instruction were predominant. The flying training
consisted of nine aircraft participating in a day Cross-
country exercise. All the aircraft completed the assign-
ment except one, returning early due to engine trouble.

The ground instruction consisted of dinghy drill and lectures.

A busy day although there were no operations.

Weather: Cloudy, very occasional slight rain. Good
visibilitye.

The happy news of operations was received this morning and
all sections swung into the task of putting out the record
number of eighteen aircraft. It was wondered whether such a
large number could be given, but as the day rolled on, it was
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discovered that this was "duck soup" for a "bang on"
Squadron like this. Everyone pulled their weight and it
was wonderful to see the great enthusiasm shown in making
this record which was a tribute to both ground and aircrews
of the 6quadron.

At take-off, although fingers were crossed, eighteen aircraft
soared into the air to deliver their respective bundles of

joy to the enemy and it was indeed an impressive sight. The
target for the night was BOURG-LEOPOLD and it is felt that the
name would be all that remained of the place when our boys got
finished.

The returning crews were just as enthusiastic about the
operation's success and reported the bombing was very

concentrated and P.F.F. good. Although the visibility was

only moderate, all crews praised the work of the Master of
Ceremonies who did a marvellous job of directing the aircraft

and pointing out the target. Ground defences were negligible

but numerous fighter actions were seen and believed to be very
intense. The only thing that detracted from the complete success
of this operation was in our losing two good crews, namely,
J.19588 P/O B.C. SCOBIE who had carried out nine raids with us,
and J.19592 P/O F.G. DEVERAUX who had 10 raids to his credit.
The remaining sixteen aircraft returned safely to this country and
landed away from base.

A record day indeed in the life of the "LION" Squadron.

Weather: Fair to cloudy with fog in early morning, becoming
fine late in day. Visibility poor at first, moderate to good
later. '

Due to the aircraft being away today, it was rather disappointing
that no operations were scheduled, as everyone was in the

spirit of, and desired to keep up last night's effort. Had
operations been detailed and the aircraft at base, it is felt that
this would have been another recrod day. Instead, the day was
spent waiting for the returning aircraft and looking forward to
the next-operattons.

Weather: Fine becaming cloudy during evening and fine again
late in day. Visibility moderate.

No operations today, but the next best thing, flying training,

was carried oute It is felt that the wonderful job of trainnng
crews on non-operational days accounts for the huge success of

our operations.

Nineteen sorties were made today, ten being on practice bombing,
three on fighter affiliation and bombing combined, two on local
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flying and four on H.2.5. Cross country.

Night flying was even scheduled after all this work, but
due to weather conditions in the area it had to be scrubbed.

Weathegx: Fine with much fog during morning and evening.
Visibility poor.

Although the weather did not very promising for operations
today, the Squadron was called upon for tonight and fourteen
aircraft were prepared. As the weather did not let up, it

was not surprising to see the detail scrubbed in the afternoon.

No aircraft became airborne today, so there is little to report
in the way of flying. Ground instruction was negligible as most
of the day was spent preparing for the operation. A very
disappointing day indeed, especially for the "winchers" in the
Squadron Armament Section.

Weather: Mainly cloudy with slight rain during the afternoon.
Visibility moderate, but poor at first.

The Squadron got the "GO" signal and sixteen aircraft were
detailed for to-night's operation. The news was well received
by all sections who immediately began preparations for this
effort. A general feeling of satisfaction, and a feeling of
"doing their bit" prevailed amongst ground crews, evinced by
the way they hustled at their duties. _

All sixteen aircraft became airborne, reached their objective,
and returned safely to base. Weather over the target, which was
AU FEVRE, was clear with thin cloud. P.F.F. markers were
clearly visible and well concentrated. Bombing generally
appeared to be accurate and was reported by crews as falling in
and around markers. A few scattered sticks were also observed.
Defences of target were negligible with a few ineffective
searchlights in the CHERBOURG area. Fighter activity was non-
existent. It is considered that if P.F.F. markers were accurate
this was a successful attack.

HONOURS -AND AWARDS - Awarded the DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS
7ide the London Gazette No. 36525 dated 19.5.4k. A/S/L.
JGe Cribb - 120431.

Weather: Cloudy with slight rain during morning. Wind light
south~easterly. Visibility good generally but moderate in
rain. :

The month started out with a bang, sixteen aircraft being

detailed for operations. It looked as though it were going to
be a big day but operations were scrubbed in late afternoon,
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much to the disappointment of all. Iittle time was left
for other flying to take place and any way the weather was
not what it might have been. The Squadron took advantage
of the free night and it is believed that everyone enjoyed
themsekves.

2/6/1 Weather: Fair to cloudy, with westerly wind at ten to twenty
miles per hour. Visibility good. ’

As the Squadron was not called upon for operations today and
the weather was not too bad for local flying, a& number of
aircraft became airborne during the day and carried out an
extensive flying training program consisting of: seven
aircraft on H.2.5 Bombing of which one failed to complete
the exercise due to D.R. Compass becoming u/s; five aircraft
on local flying, including acceptances and air tests.

At night, six aircraft were to take off on a night bombing
exercise at the local bombing range but this was scrubbed on
account of bad weather.

3/6/id Weather: Cloudy with showers. Wind westerly at five to ten
m.p.he Visibility good.

Once again we received a false alarm in that we expected to
send off fourteen aircraft on operations but these were
scrubbed in late afternoon. We trust this will not happen
again, not to mention what the armourers were thinking.

On the training side of our activities the following sorties
were completed: one aircraft on cross-country, one on air-
to—air firing, two on fighter affiliation, and three on local
flying. A fairly good day considering that fourteen aircraft
were tied up on expected operations.

L/6/1d; Weather: Cloudy with rain during morning and early evening.
Wind south to south-westerly at fifteen to twenty m.p.h.
Visibility generally good.

The Squadron was called upon for operations tonight and much to
the approval of all concerned, they all became airborne. The
target for tonight was CALAIS and fourteen aircraft were
detailed and successfully took off.

The returning crews reported the weather over the target
varying from 3/10th to 10/10th cloud below and above the
aircraft. Thick haze with rain was also reported. Visibility
ranged from poor to good. P.F.F. marking was scattered but
red target indicators were well concentrated. A large colum
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of black smoke was seen rising at 0256 hours and a big
explosion was reported at 0258 hours. Most crews reported
ground defences as negligible, but some reported heavy flak.
No searchlights or enemy fighters were seen. All crews
attempted photographs. Taking into account the bad weather

conditions, it was considered a successful attack as the
bombing was well concentrated around the red Target Indicators.

Weather: Cloudy with south-~westerly wind at twenty to
thirty m.p.h. Visibility over 20 miles.

After putting up a good show last night the Squadron was
right in there punching again today and when called upon
for operations, came to the front with seventeen aircraft.
This not only reflects on the efficiency of the aircrews
but also on the wonderful job of work being done by the
ground crews in maintaining a high serviceability.

The target for tonight was MERVILLE/FRANCEVILILE. Seventeen
aircraft took off at approximately ten ofclock and seventeen
aircraft returned safely.

The returning crews reported the weather over the target as
10/10th cloud with tops from 5000 to 9,000 ft. Visibility
good. First markers seen cascading were Red Target Indicators
at 0025 hrs. Due to the cloud cover all crews bombed on the
glow of the T.Is. that were reflected through the cloud.

Four crews reported that they were unable to see any marking on
the target and brought back their bombs as briefed. Results

of bombing could not be assessed because of cloud cover
although a number of crews reported reflections of bomb bursts
through the cloud. Four crews reported that they were unable
to see any marking on the target and brought back their bombs as
briefed.

Results of bombing could not be assessed because of cloud
cover although a number of crews reported reflection of

bomb bursts through the cloud. Defences on target were
negligible and no searchlights reported. A few ineffective
searchlights were reported in the CHERBOURG area. No fighters
seen. All crews attempted photographs. Very busy day indeed.

Weather: Fair at first becoming cloudy. Wind north-~westerly

at fifteen to twenty-five me.p.h. Visibility over twenty miles.
For the third day in a row we were detailed for operations.

The glad news was received that the long awaited SECOND FRONT
had started this morning and it is little wonder that an all-out
effort was made and eighteen aircraft were scheduled and took
off on operations. This is the second time that this Squadron
has put out a record number of aircraft like this.
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The target for tonight was CONDE SUR NOIREAU. The returning
crews reported the weather over the target as clear of cloud
below 5,000 ft. with 6 to loyﬁﬂths cloud above that height.
Horizontal visibility fair to good. Red Target Indicators
appeared to be well placed but greens were some distance off.
Master $omber reported as somewhat indecisive in his
instructions at beginning of attack but improved as attack
developed and bombing generally seemed to breaking on and
around the markers indicated by him. Numerous fires reported in
target area and considerable smoke and dust developed in
later stages of attack. Ground defences on target reported
as negligible and no searchlights or enemy fighters seen.
All crews attempted photographs.

Weather: Cloudy with wind northerly at ten to fifteen m.p.h.
Visibility moderate at first improving to fifteen to twenty
miles. For the fourth night in succession the Squadron was
called upon for operations, the target being ACHERES. The
Squadron was called upon for eleven aircraft and this number

was easily met. Eleven aircraft took off and all returned safely
after successfully bombing the target with the exception of

our aircraft "K" (LV.987) piloted by CAN.R.14A4492 W/O FOSTER, D.F.
This captain had successfully completed 24 operational trips
prior to being reported missing and showed great possibilities of
becoming an exceptionally good pilot.

The ten returning crews reported the weather over the target clear
of cloud with some haze below 5,000 ft. and visibility as fair

to good. Above 5,000 ft. there was 10/10ths cloud. Markers

were well concentrated and bombing generally was on and around
them. Master bomber proved very helpful and directed bombing
skilfully. Flak over target was negligible but much light

flak was being hose piped in a loose barrage on the north-
westerm tip of PARIS. Fighter activity was seen on route

both to and from the target but most aircraft seen going

down were shot down by light flak. All aircraft attempted

photographye.

Besides operations this date, flying training was carried out in
the form of three creoss—countries by newer crews on the Squadron.

Weather: Rain at first becoming cloudy. Wind light a first
becoming westerly at five to ten m.p.h. Visibility ten to 15
miles.

For the fifth night in succession the Squadron was called upon
for operations, the target for tonight being MAYENNES. e were
called upon for ten aircraft and this number was supplied with
ease. Ten aircraft took off and successfully cmmpleted their
mission and returned to this country.
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The returning crews reported the weather over the target
clear with some haze. 10/10 cloud above with base at

7500 to 8,000 ft. All crews reported the target Indicators
and illuminating flares making the village and marshalling
yards yisible to the eye. Most crews reported hearing the
Master Bomber very clearly and were complimentary about his
handling of the bombing. A good concentration of bomb
bursts was seen among the Target Indicators, numerous fires
were seen in the marked out area and one very large explosion
was reported at about 0147 hours which gave off a huge sheet
of orange red flame and a good volume of dense black smoke.
All aircraft attempted photographs, which show ground route
in and in the target area was ineffective.

No other flying was carried out by the Squadron this date
due to most of the crews having operated a number of nights
in a row and were taking full advantage of the opportunity
to catch up on their rest.

Weather: Rain at first becoming cloudy. Wind light at
first becoming westerly. Visibility poor becoming ten to
fifteen miles.

A very bad day for flying today and a very good day for

putting the house in order after the continuous operations
carried out during the last week. A little time was given
to ground instruction and only one aircraft became airborne

during the day.

Three aircraft that bombed last night landed at Middleton St.
George and returned to base in order for the crews to become
prepared for the forthcoming operations.

Everyone is keyed up these days and putting all their efforts
into doing the best job possible to make the new front a huge
success and be able to return home sooner.

Weather: Cloudy with rain during morning. Wind westerly at
five to ten m.p.h. Visibility good generally but poor in rain.

Although the weather left much to be desired, the Squadron put
out four aircraft on H.2.5. Cross-Countries, giving the newer
crews an opportunity to become familiar with this equipment for
use on future operations.

Besides the flying training, the Squadron was called upon for
operations today, the target being VERSAILLES-MATELOTS. Ten
aircraft were detailed and ten took off and successfully
completed their mission. The returning crews reported the
weather over the target clear with fair to good visibility.
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P.F.F. were punctual and target was visually seen to be
well marked. Master of Ceremonies was heard by the majority
of the crews who reported clear and decisive directions.
Bombing generally was very accurate, the designated markers
being well covered. Explosions in target area reported at
0042, 0b43, 0045 and 0056 hours. As the attack developed
smoke and dust obscured ground detail and enveloped markers.
Ground defences were spasmodic, heavy flak slight to moderate
to 8,000 ft. and light flak meagre. No searchlights were
seen in target area. Fighter activity was greatest in PARIS
Area. All crews attempted photographs.

A message of goodwill and good luck from the General Commanding
“the invasion of enemy-occupied territory which opened on
June 6th, 194/, was distributed to all Squadron personnel.

CAN.R189708 SFT. Vallieres, S.K. received injuries due to a
motorcycle accident and will be laid up for a few days.

11/6/1k - Weather: Mainly fair with slight rain during morning. Wind
south—~easterly veering westerly at five to ten mphe Visibility
good generally but moderate in rain. It looked as though the
Squadron would be again on operations today as fourteen aircraft
were detailed and prepared, but work came through in the late
afternoon that the effort was scrubbed.

Only two aircraft became airborne and these were employed on
air-to-air firing. With the possibility of day operations
this form of training is highly practicable and we hope,
beneficial to the air gunners.

A large number of A.T.C. boys visited the Squadron today
and were handed over to the Gunnery Section who gave them
the "ins" and "outs" of the turrets and their manipulation.

A dance was held in the Sergeants! Mess and was well attended.

W/0 Clibbery, captain of "V" Victor is very depressed at the
thought of the previous night. On returning to base, he made
several attempts to land but overshot due to bad weather
conditions. A pilot of "429" Squadron asked him to make way
for a pilot that could land an aircraft. Clibbery did and the
result was: One 429 aircraft carried out a ditching exercise
in the local creek at the end of the runway.

The pilots were employed on a real fatiguing job this morning
instead of their usual Phsical Training. The job consisted of
removing small stones, ammunition, links and a few rounds of
«303 from the runwaye.
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12/6/14, Weather: Fair to cloudy with good visibility. Strong
westerly winds in middle of the day.

The Sqiadron was called upon for operations today and fifteen
aircraft were detailed. The target for the night was ARRAS.
All aircraft became airborne and twelve successfully reached
the target and returned, the remaining three have not been
heard of since and have been presumed missing. They were

"Y" Yorker piloted by J.16190 F/O J.D.L. FULTON, a newcomer
to the Squadron who was doing his second tour and J.27626

F/O W.W. PROUDFOOT who had successfully completed 4 previous
sorties, and F/O PEARSON. ‘

The returning crews reported the weather conditions over

the target as quite good with slight haze. PJ.F.F. was

fairly scattered and a few crews who bombed the red T.I.s

in the early stages of a tack were instructed to overshoot by
two seconds. The remainder bombed concentration of either
yellow or green T.Is. Interference caused about half of the
crews to miss instructions by the Master Bomber. Small fires
were noted in target area and a large building in the centre
of twon was seen burning. Six explosions, all reddish and
orange in colour were seen in the target area between Ol41 and
0149 hours. Flak was slight over the target and no search-
lights were reported. Fighter activity was very intense before and
at the target, fighter interception continued to the coast

on the route out. All crews attempted photographs.

13/6/1d, Weather: Fair to cloudy with slight rain in morning.
. Visibility good but moderate to poor in rain.

No operations were scheduled for this date so an intensive
training program was carried out. Three aircraft took off on
air-to-air firing, one on local flying, four on H.2.5. cross—
countries and three took part in a night bombing practice.

It was learned today that J.24504 F/O M.S. STRANGE landed at
WOODBRIDGE last night after being badly shot up. His rear
gunner Sgt. SULLIVAN was badly wounded in an encounter with an
enemy aircraft but in spite of this he remained at his post
after the engagement until the aircraft had safely crossed

the coast of France.

J.22042 F/O G.A. WELDON and his crew were screened today as
they had completed 35 sorties including last night's operations.
This crew has set an example to all members of the Squadron
that will not be easy to match.

Night fighter affiliation was carried out today and proved very
successful. The gunners enjoyed the practice and believe it will
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be very beneficial on coming operations. This is the
first time this has been tried on this Squadron but we
expect more of it in the future.

R148367 W/O HERRING, C.G.M., Navigator in F/L SHANNON'S
crew tbok himself a wife today in the local village of

BEDALE. The lucky bride was a member of the W.A.A.Fs.

being employed in our Station Sick Quarters.

14/6/1, Weather: Fair to cloudy with showers of rain. Good
visibility. Moderate to strong West to North-Westerly
winds. .

Today marked a great turning point in the 1ife of the
Squadron. At nine o'clock in the morning the whole Squadron
was out on parade to bid adieu to our Commanding Officer,

W/C R.S. Turnbull, DFC, AFC, DFM, who on completion of his
second tour, is returning to Canada for a spot of leave.

W/C TURNBULL came to us in October, 1943 from 1659 Con.

Unit where he was Commanding Officer. Under his guidance

the Squadron has always hald a high place in Group activities,
and he will be missed by all ranks. W/C G.J. Cribb replaced
W/C Turnbull.

After the short parade, everyone got down to business and local
flying cansisted of air-to-air firing practice, two aircraft
being employed. One aircraft took part in an H.2.5. bombing
exercise and six on local flying consisting of acceptances, air
tests and circuits and landings.

The main activity for the day was operations. The Squadron

was called upon for fourteen aircraft to bomb CAMBRAT. All
aircraft took off and successfully bombed the target and
returned to this country. The weather over the target varied
from clear to 10/10 cloud, bases from 7,000 to 9,000 ft. and
tops up to 11,000 ft. Visibility varied from poor to very good.
P.F.F. marking at opening of attack was very good, but backers
up were scattered, especially yellow Target Indicators. Master
Bomber was heard by most crews and was good at first but as
attack developed seemed to become confused and indecisive,
changing his instructions repeatedly from his comments. Bombing
was scattered although crews arriving at opening of attack
report accurate bombing. Explosions were seen at 0057 hours and
believed to be a petrol dump. Ground defences were slight, no
searchlights. Few fighters that were seen, were in and around the
target area. All crews attempted photographs.

15/6/L4, Weather: Fine to fair becoming cloudy with occasional slight

showers. Good visibility. No Physical Training this morning
as most personnel were working late on last night's operations.
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The call went out at noon for the operational types to be

ready for operations again today, and aircrews reported to
their sections after lunch.

Thirteqn aircraft were detailed to bomb BOULOGNE. All

aircraft took off and successfully completed thelr missionse.
Weather over the target was 4 to 9/10ths cloud, tops at 4 to
12,000 ft. Visibility good. P.F.F. marking was accurate
although several crews had to orbit as cloud obscured the
markers when they first reached the target. Majority of bombing
was accurately placed on and around the markers, but numerous
sticks were seen to burst as far as three miles away. A
particularly large explosion was seen at 2251 hours with a

red flash and other smaller ones reported with red flashes.
Heavy flak was slight to intense up to 18,000 ft. and light
flak slight up to 12,000 ft. No searchlights or enemy aircraft
reported. All crews attempted photographs.

This operation marked a new era in the life of the Squadron
as our bombers took off in daylight returning at dusk. A
figher escort was provided our bombers and seemed to be gquite
effective as all crews returned safely, reporting very little
activity. '

No flying training carried out this date, but a great deal

of ground instruction was given to new gunners and Flight

Engineers. :

lé/é/hh Weather: Falr to cloudy with very occasional slight showers.
Good visibility. For the third night in a row, the Squadron
was called upon to provide seventeen aircraft for operations.
This figure was met easily and everyone did their utmost to
show SAUTRECOURT what the "LION" Squadron could really do.

. Weather over the target was 6 to 10/10ths cloud with tops at 5,000

to 10,000 ft. Visibility was generally good above cloud but
poor vertically through cloud was not very thick. Target
Indicators were somewhat late going down though fairly well
concentrated, some crews however described them as being
rather scattered. Results generally were not observed due to
prevailing weather conditions but the flash of bursting bombs
could be seen dimly reflected through cloud close to the markers.
Ground defences were virtually nil with a few searchlights
which were ineffective. No enemy aircraft were seen in the target
areae.

Very little other flying took place due to operations, however,

four nonOoperational sorties consisting of acceptance checks,
air tests, etc., were completed.
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134991 F/L CORY,. W.A. of the ReA.F., a captain in the
Squadron, completed his 33rd sortie on today's operation
and was screened with all his crew, having completed his
tour without an early return.
&
Gunners not employed on operations were given instruction
on harmonization and the "ins" and "outs" of the oxygen system.

17/6/14 Weather: Fair. Good visibility.

Things looked pretty busy this morning as aircraft were being
warmed up and air tested after having been through inspections
and acceptances.

One crew was detailed for an H.2.5. Cross~country which was
successfully completed.

The Squadron was called upon for operations again tonight, the
target being OISEMONTE/NEUVILLE AU BOIS. Eleven aircraft were
scheduled and eleven took off and ten successfully completed
their mission. There was 10/10ths cloud over the target, tops

at 5 to 8,000 ft. and good visibility. All crews bombed on

glow of red or yellow T.Is. seen through cloud. Master Bomber was
Jammed, but most crews received instructions for aiming. Results
of bombing not generally observed due to clouds, but explosions
reported in target area. Heavy and light flak was slight, to
neglible over the target. Fighter oppositoon was slight, one
aircraft reporting two combats, one over target, one en route
out, 8 minutes after bombing. Searchlights were seen but

proved ineffective. All crews attempted photographs.

18/6/L4 Weather: Fair to cloudy.

The Squadron was called upon to operate again tonight and a
maximum effort of eighteen aircraft was prepared. Everything
was in tip-top shape and everyone raring to go but work was
received at 21:40 hours that ops were scrubbed due to weather
conditions.

Flying training consisted of one aircraft being employed on
air-to-air firing. A larger amount of flying would have taken
place but for the aircraft being bombed up. The newer crews had to
be content with ground instruction this date. All sections
reported a great deal of this form of training.

19/6/L4 Weather: Cloudy at first becoming fine. Wind northerly at
ten to fifteen mep.h. Visibility moderate, becoming good.

Disappointment reigned supreme again today for we were called
on to supply eighteen aircraft for operations which were scrubbed
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immediately briefing. It is hoped that the next time we
are detailed the operation will not be scrubbed as it is
rumoured that the mess stewards are breaking down under
the strain of last minute rushes.

L]
During the afternoon four cross—~countries were completed
with the remaining aireraft, thus giving the new boys a
chance to become operational. By the way the new crews

‘are pouring in these days it looks more like an O.T.U.

than an operational Squadron.

The Bomb Aimers had a little practice on the V.G.O. today,
a good idea seeing as Day Operations seem to be a coming
reality rather than a "pipe dream". We expect to see a
few FJ.Ws. biting the dust in the near future due to the
mean eye of one of our noble Bombardiers.

Weather: Fine at first becoming cloudy. Wind northerly at
ten to fifteen m.p.sh. Visibility moderate.

The Squadron was not called upon for operations so the
armourers got busy and de-bombed the kites in order for an
intensive training program to take place. The operational
types were given a well earned rest while the newer chaps
who have been looking on for the last week earned their
next pay.

The training program consisted of a few aircraft on H.2.S.
Cross-country and Fighter affiliation combined, one aircraft
on straight H.2.5 Cross-~country and two other aircraft on
fighter affiliation. A few circuits and bumps were also
carried out while the servicing crews kept their fingers
crossed after working so hard to get the aircraft serviceable
for operations.

Word was received today that the raid on ARRAS on June 1ith, was
a big success although at the time it was not considered much a
good "DO". The bombers accomplished their mission by holding
up enemy tank units and inflicting heavy losses.

Weather: Drizzle at first becoming fair. Wind northerly at
ten to fifteen m.peshs Visibility moderate.

Today both seemed and was the longest day in the year. At one
o'clock in the morning all operational types were herded from
their beds, only to be pushed back an hour later, the operation
not taking place. Then at 1300 hours, operations came through
for a daylight take off at three. The boys finally got off the
ground at five o'clock, the target being OISEMONTE/NEUVILLE AU
BOIS for the second time in a row. Seventeen aircraft took part
in the operation and they all reached the target and returned

to base safely. Ten aircraft returned without attacking primary
because the crew either saw no marking or Master Bomber ordered
them to return without attacking. The cloud over the target was
nine to lo/lOths with tops from 3000 to 7,000 ft. No markers were
seen and majority of crews heard the Master Bomber who ordered an
orbit at approximately zero hour but a few seconds afterwards
instructed crews to cease bombing. Ground defences were
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negligible and no enemy fighters were seen. This raid
was considered a wasted effort by most crews.

Weather: Fair at first, becoming cloudy. Wind north-
easterly at ten to fifteen m.p.h. Visibility mainly good.

¢
For awhile today it looked as though we would be sending
another seventeen aircraft out on operations but as this
was scrubbed, attention was diverted to a bit of flying
‘braining . '

The gunners had a little practice fighter affiliation, two
aircraft were employed on H.2.S Cross-country, doing fighter
affiliation on their return. Other aircraft did local flying
consisting of circuits and landings, air tests, and
acceptancese.

Nothing much to report today.

Weather: Mainly cloudy with north easterly wind at 10 to
15 m.p.h. Visibility moderate to good.

Seventeen aircraft detailed for operations today but were
scrubbed in the early afternoon due to weather conditions
therefore Pay Parade was the main interest of tee day. Many
moans and groans were heard as the boys felt the first results
of buying a War Bond.

P/O "Tiny" Merritt returned from hospital and it is learned
that he will be homeward bound in a few days as he will be
unfit for flying duties for some time yete.

Despite weather conditions, two aircraft took off on local
Cross-Countries in the early afternoon.

Very little flying activity todaye.

Weather: Mainly fine with wind light south easterly, becoming
westerly at 10 to 15 m.p.h. Visibility good.

‘Today marked a big day for flying carried out. To begin with,

two aircraft took part in an H.2.S. Cross-Country exercise and
dropped bombs on their return. Four aircraft were employed on
practice bombing and fighter affiliation, one on straight
practice bombing, and two on air-to-air firing.

Besides this, the Squadron was detailed for operations this
date and easily supplied another record number of eighteen
aircraft, the target being BONNETOT. The weather over the
target was clear of cloud and visibility was very good. Red
T.Is. appeared accurately placed but as attack developed these
were obscured by dust and smoke. Yellow T.Is. dropped to
Starboard of target attracted some bombing but Master Bomber
instructed crews to ignore these and main weight of bombs fell
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in target area with a tendency to undershoot. Master

Bomber was very clear and complimented Main Force on

accuracy of bombing. Defences in target area were

negligible and no enemy aircraft were seen. One of our

bombers returned early, the other 17 successfully completing
their mission and returned early, the other 17 successfully
completing their mission and returning to this country. Seeing
a few friendly fighters in the background has its moral effects
as well as its superb defensive qualities.

This was another daylight "do™ but although, we were amazed
at being called upon for this type of operation at first, it
is rapidly becoming popular with the boys.

Weather: Mainly fair with South Westerly wind at 5 to 10 m.p.h.
Visibility good.

After yesterday afternoon's operations, things were humming
again in the wee hours of the morning as we were called upon

for immediate operations against GORENFIOS. Crews were

wakened from their well deserved sleep at the horrible hour of
three o'clock in the morning. Operational meals were served

at 3:30 hours and briefing was at 4:00 hours. Although the
aircraft did not leave the deck till 06:25 hours, this marked

two operations in twelve hours, a wonderful show on the part

of all. The Squadron came through again with flying colours

and eighteen aircraft soared into the sky. It was disappointing
to see one of the boys return early but it was unavoidable due to
a technical failure, the Constant Speed Unit on the Outer Star-
board Engine being unserviceable and the aircraft could not gain
height. However, the other seventeen made the grade and after
successfully pranging their objective, returned to base. The
weather over the target was clear with good visibility. First
crews received orders from the Master Bomber to prepare for
instrument bombing, but by the time they were ready to make
bombing run, red T.I.'s were accurately placed in the target
area. Visual observations and comments from Master Bomber
indicated that bombing was well concentrated within the Target
Area, which became obscured by smoke and dust as attack developed.
A1l crews were of the opinion that the attack was successful,
this was also borne out by the Master Bomber's comments. Heavy
flak over target reported as nil to slight and bursting 11/13,000 ft.
Ground defences over ABBEYVILLE OISEMONT area were active. No
enemy fighters seen. All aircraft attempted photographs.

Weather: Fair at first. Rain during morning becoming fair

later. Visibility good at first becoming moderate to good.
Wind south easterly and light.
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Today eighteen crews were scheduled for operations and an
operational meal was served at 0900 hrs. in the morning.

From then on during the day operations were scrubbed for an
hour Oﬂ two until finally cancelled, but crews had to stand-by.

No aircraft became airborne today but everyone was working
hard nevertheless just in case. This could definitely not
be called a rest. ~

Weather: Rain at first becoming fine to fair. Visibility
good. Wind south westerly at 5 to 15 m.p.h.

The Squadron was again called for operations first thing

today. Briefing was at 0930 hours and the crews got as far

as to their aircraft before the "do" was put off and a Stand-
by declared. Stand-by it was because midnight struck ending the
day with no operations.

At .noon we had a real "Canadian" hail storm, bags of lightning

and thunder accompanied by intense rain and hail as large as
marbles. This cleared up as fast as it came though and the
sun was shining before dusk. "What a country", say the
"Canucks".

The aircrew went to bed expecting an early call at any moment.

Weather: OShowery at first becoming fine to fair. Visibility
good. Vind south westerly at 15 to 20 m.p.h.

At long last we got off the ground at thirty minutes past
midnight. Eighteen aircraft were detailed and took off to
bomb WIZERNES. Seventeen aircraft completed the mission and
returned to base safely, the eighteenth returning due to a
technical failure, the starboard outer throttle lever being
unserviceable, rendering the engine uncontrollable. Weather
over the target was good. Visibility good and P.F.F was
four minutes late. Three red T.I. markers were concentrated,
apparently in target area, and green T.I. backers up fell in
this concentration late in the attack. Bombing appeared to
be fairly accurate. Ground defences of target varied from nil
to slight, inaccurate heavy flak bursting from 12/14,000 ft.
and slight light flak later in the attack. CALAIS defences
were inactive. No enemy fighters seen. All crews attempted

photographs.

Today really was a day for record breaking on the Squadron.

For the first time in our history the crews took off twice
during the same day. To really top things off, twenty aircraft
were detailed and became airborne to attack METZ. Bad luck
reigned supreme though, and besides losing one of our best
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operational crews, name, RLJL92 W/0 II KING A.J.

who had completed 31 trips with us, three aircraft returned early,
two due to technical failures. The sixteen aircraft attacking
the target reported no cloud, visibility good. P.F.F. was

good with the red T.Is. well concentrated. The Master Bomber

was heard clearly and most crews bombed on his instructions.
Enemy fighters were on the job and three aircraft reported
attacks while others reported numerous fighter flares along

the track. Considered a successful attack, but a little too

long for such a bright moonlight night. WHAT A DAY!I}

Weather: Fine at first. Thundery showers during late
evening. Visibility moderate. Wind light and southerly.

As the aircraft from last night's operation returned in the
early morning and the ones that landed away were still coming
in by noon, everyone was happy that we were not going to
operate today. Most of the crews took the chance to catch up
on a badly needed and well-deserved rest. One of the newer
crews was employed on circuits and bumps during the afternoon
and this was our total flying effort for the day.

A number of the newer gunners were taken to the local firing range
and given instruction on ground firing.

In the late evening, news was received that we were scheduled
for operations next morning so Section Leaders and Flight
Commanders were busy putting the boys to bed early and pre-
paring the necessary "Gen" for an early effort. The armourers
were also busy winching the bombs up as they have been doing so
frequently of late.

Weather: Fog morning and night, occasional thundery showers

. during afternoon. Visibility poor at first becoming good. Wind

calm becoming light, northerly.

Although we were scheduled for an early do this morning,
nothing came of it and work kept coming through to stand by

for immediate call. This continued all through the day

despite poor weather conditions and it was not until about

1915 hours that definite "Gen" came through cancelling all
operations for today. Needless to say, the bar stewards at
both Messes earned their pay tonight and the boys were given

a chance to spend some of the money received a week last Friday.

Flying training has badly suffered the last few weeks due to the
Squadron being on stand-by all the time, but it is hoped that we
shall not be tied up on Stand-bys to such a great extent in
order that all our flying may be devoted wholly to operational
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or training flying. The past month has set new
standards of achievement and has been the greatest

in the Squadron's history. Unsurpassed co-operation,
enthusiasm and keenness from all members have made it
so. Insshort, this clearly demonstrates what a
Democracy can do in a knockdown and drag-out fight,

and the "LIONS" are proud of the part they have played.

HONOURS AND AWARDS

J e 21443 A7S7L F.N. Murray - Awarded the DISTINGUISHED
FLYING CROSS vide the London Gazette No. 36525 dated
19.5.44

J.22042 F/O G.A. Weldon - Awarded the DISTINGUISHED
FLYING CROSS vide the London Gazette No. 36550 dated
26044

COMMISSIONS
173333 P7O S. Welch. Appointed to a commission wee.f. 17404,
176677 P/O W.J. Brett. Appointed to a commission w.e.f. 5elyelily

POSTINGS

15880 F/0 R.J. Hannaford posted from No. 61 Base w.e.f. 6.6.44
173861 P/0 J. Quinn posted to No. 82 0.T.U. Weeof. 17.6.144
J.14908 F/O D.T. Hepburn posted to No. 63 Base weesfs 26.5.41
J.19532 P/O L.W. Webb posted from No. 63 Base w.e.f. 30.5.44
J«7992 F/L J.E. Durocher posted to No. 1666 C.U. w.e.f. 8.6.41
C.175 W/C E.M. Mitchell posted from No. 61 Base w.e.f. 6.6.01
J.19691 B/O A.W. Morris posted from No. 61 Base weeofs 6.6.4l
J.17930 F/O R, Dorland posted from No. 61 Base Wee.fo 6.6.4
J.28603 F/O C.A. Moss posted from No. 61 Base wee.f. 6.6.41
J.28796 F/O J.D. Siddall posted from No. 61 Base wee.f. 12.6.4l
J.35747 F/O J.F. Bester posted from No. 61 Base Weeof. b.6.4L

- Weather: Rain at first becoming cloudy with 6ccasional showers.

Wind south-easterly light becoming westerly light. Visibility
poor at first improving during evening to 15 - 20 m.p.h.

No flying took place today but the Squadron was called upon for
operations despite the heavy downpour of rain that prevailed
during the day. Sixteen aircraft were detailed but word was
received around 1800 hours that the operation was scrubbed due
to Met.

Entertainments for the Squadron consisted of a dance at the Y.M.C.A.
in the evening. Most of the crews had to stay on the station due
to a "Standby" being called immediately the operation was scrubbed.

Training consisted of a lecture in the Crew Room by F/L

Willgress, the Flight Engineer Leader, to the Flight Engineers,
Bomb Aimers, Navigators and Pilots.
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Weather: Cloudy with rain during late evening. Wind
light at first becoming Southerly at 5 - 20 m.p.h.
Visibility good at first becoming moderate.

€
The day started with the Squadron still standing by for
operations. Everyone is beginning to doubt that old
proverb about "They also serve who stand and wait".
In the morning sixteen aircraft were detailed but as
usual it took until about 1830 hours for the word to come
through that the detail was scrubbed.

One aircraft managed to become airborne for a local check
completing the full effort for today's flying.

Training consisted to aircraft recognition instruction
for the Gunners and a lecture for other aircrew by F/L
Willgress on the Hydraulic Circuit of Halifax III aircraft.

A very lazy day indeed.

Weather: Mainly continuous light rain. Wind light southerly
veering north-westerly. Visibility moderate to poor.

Still waiting for the word "go" but as usual a big panic with
sixteen aircraft raring to go resulted in another scrub just
after briefing. What a life!l

The weather was definitely against flying again today so no
one was surprised when only one aircraft took off and this
was employed on local circuits and bumps.

The Gunners had some aircraft recognition instruction and some Clay
shooting with night vision glasses on. The Bomb Aimers sat
spell-bound through an instructional film on Mk. XIV Bombsight.
Little other activity prevailed during the day.

Weather: Rain and fog at first becoming fair to fine. Wind
westerly at five to ten m.p.h. Visibility poor at first becoming
gOOd . -

As usual sixteen aircraft were detailed for operations this
morning. The unusual part about it though was that they all
became airborne at 2205 hours. Everyone stood watching take-off
with open mouths and incredulous looks on their faces. The
target for the night was VILLENUEVE-ST.-GEORGES. Returning
crews reported considerable fighter activity on the way into

and at target. Markers appeared scattered and Master Bomber

was apparently jammed or at least suffered enough interference
to prevent some crews from getting his instructions, which
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accounts for great variations in bombing height from

6800 ft. to 13000 ft. after he ordered to bomb below

cloud. Some overshooting reported and bombing appeared
scattered. Explosions reported at 0115, 0118, and 0121
hours fogether eith heavy black smoke near the southerly
red T.Is. A number of illuminating flares seen ten to
twenty miles south of Target. Cloud was 9 to 10/10ths en
route but there was a clear break over target with cloud
above 9000 ft. OSome crews made visual identification. All
crews attempted photographs.

Our aircraft "S" Sugar piloted by CAN.J.28603 F/O MOSS, C.A.
failed to return from this operation. All others successfully
reached and bombed their objective.

A lecture was given by S/ILdr. G.J. Cribb, D.F.C. our
Commanding Officer, to all aircrew in the aircrew centre.
The Camp Cinema was open to aircrew during the afternoon
after an arrangement made by the C.0. was put into effect.
It is felt that this is a grand idea as most of the
personnel have to stay on camp in readiness for operations
and there is very little entertainment during the long hours
of the day.

Due to the seriousness of the increase in Venereal Disease
it was decided to bring into effect the practice of inspecting
personnel before and after leave at the Station Sick Quarters.

Weather: Cloudy with occasional showers. Wind light, southerly.
Visibility good.

A great deal of flying took place today, starting with flying
training that consisted of 2 aircraft on Bombing and Fighter
Affiliation practice, 4 on H.2.S. Cross—countries and 2 on
ordinary Cross-countries.

The Squadron was called upon for fifteen aircraft for operations
but after briefing the effort was scrubbed with a warning to the
crews to be "good" boys and retire early as early morning
operations were in the offing. Few believed this but retired
early, nevertheless, leaving the camp very dull all night.

Photographs from last night's "do" on VILLENEUVE-ST .~GEORGES
looked quite good and this was confirmed by the fact that four
points were credited for the trip.

Weather: Cloudy. Wind southerly light at first becoming ten to
fifteen m.p.h. Visibility poor at first becoming good.
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Panic usually sets in on the normal day around eleven o'clock
but today was extraordinary with personnel running hither and
thither at 0300 hours in the morning waking one another up and
scrambling for the respective messes for breakfast. Despite
the "heathen hour", fifteen aircraft took off at approximately
0530 hdurs winging their way to SIRACOURT. It was a lovely
"Prang" and the aircraft returned around 1030 hours. Crews
reported weather over the target clear and visibility excellent.
Master Bomber was clear and received by most crews, stated
broadcasting a trifle late though. Crews over target at 0759
hours reported seeing red T.I. markers directly on the trench-
like excavations on the site. Smoke and dust soon obscured
ground detail. Second group of T.Is. were placed slightly
north of Aiming Point according to the Master Bomber, but

third group of Yellow T.Is. were again right on the Aiming
Point. Very few sticks of bombs were seen to burst outside

the perimeter of the Target Area, and all crews reported a

very good concentration of bombs on the Aiming Point. All
crews bombed visually, with instructions from the Master Bomber,
and T.I. markers were used as additional guides. Flak over

the target was moderate, mostly coming from the 12 H.F. gun
emplacements to the north-east of the target bursting at
12/13,000 ft., accurate both in predicted and barrage form.

No enemy fighters seen over the target. All aircraft carried day
cameras.

As the aircraft returned in time for a flying training

programme to be carried out the newer crews chalked up four He2.5
Cross—countries and one ordinary Cross—country. Crews were

ordered to stand by during the afternoon and to be sure to be in

at 2359 hours. The girls back home need not have any fears of their
fellers straying these days if they are in Bomber Command.

7/7/14 Weather: Cloudy with rain during afternoon. Wind light,
" variable. Visibility moderate to poor.

Another morning "do" with fifteen aircraft detailed. After
briefing came the announcement of a seven hour postponement.
After seven hours came the briefing for a new route and after
that, quite normally and naturally a "scrub".

No flying training carried out today, in fact, no flying today.
Ground training consisted of Aircraft Recognition, Turret
Manipulation, Clay shooting and D.I. instruction for the
Gumers. The new Night Vision and Aircraft Recognition Room is
progressing favourably once more.

Little also to report today.
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Weather: Fair to fine. Wind light, southerly. Visibility
moderate at first becoming good. Fourteen aircraft were
scheduled for operations tonight, but as the day lingered
on no fGen" came through and the expected "scrub" was
welcomed. All crews were warned that they may be called
for early operations in the morning so everyone tried to
retire early without cursing too much.. '

Total flying for the day consisted of one acceptance check of
some odd minutes. Even ground training was side-stepped today.

Nothing of importance to report.

Weather: Mainly fair to cloudy. Wind southerly at first
veering to south-westerly. Visibility poor at first becoming
good.

Bright and early wasn't the word for it this morning as the
messes were going full blast at 0215 hours dishing out grub
to the crews who were to be briefed at 0315 hours. Word came
through before briefing that a five hour postponement was
called so everyone tried to control themselves and grab a few
more winks. Ten-thirty hours found fifteen of our aircraft
on their way to ARDOUVAL for another day operation. Veather
over target was very poor. Bombing did not seem to be very
well concentrated and some crews reported overshooting of
bombs. Too much cloud made the "prang" difficult for a day
operation. All our our aircraft returned safely to this country,
eleven landing away from base and reuurning during the late
afternoon. y

Due to most of the aircraft being away during the day it was
impossible to carry out any flying training.

The Squadron was visited by future R.A.F. personnel in the form
of A.T.C. lads. The Gunnery Section took them under their wings
and gave them a lecture on guns, turret manipulation and
aircraft recognition.

Entertainment on the camp tonight was superb and supplied
by Canadian W.Ds. who put on an A.l Stage Show for the boys.
Everyone welcomed the sight of some real honest to goodness
Canadian women.

Weather: Cloudy with rain in morning and showers in evening.

Good visibility. Seventeen aircraft were detailed for
operations today but were scrubbed later. Efforts were then
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converted to flying training as it has been suffering of
late due to the considerable time spent on Standbys.

Four aircraft were employed on H.2.5. Cross-country, two
aircrafl on Fighter Affiliation and Air-to-Air Firing
combined, and four aircraft took part in local flying exercises.

A general standby was declared for tonight.

lh/?/hh Operations were the real highlight of the day and we were
called upon to supply thirteen aircraft to prang ANDERBEICK.
A1l aircraft took off and proceeded to the target. Weather
over the target was clear of cloud with visibility moderate
to good. The first part of the attack was somewhat scattered
with a tendency to undershoot. This was quickly corrected on
insturctions from the Master Bomber. No ground detail was
visible to crews but reports indicate the T.Is. red and green
were well concentrated and the weight of the attack was centred

. among them. One explosion was reported at Ol13 hours. This is

considered a very successful raid. Actual results dependent
upon accuracy of T.I. Markers. Defences consisted of very
slight H.F. with some negligible L.F., both in target area.
Two enemy fighter aircraft sighted over Target Area. Long
range combat in each case — no claims. All crews returned
safely to base. :

15/7/44 Weather: Mainly cloudy with slight local rain at first.
Good visibility.

Thirteen aircraft were detailed for operations today but this was
scrubbed due to weather conditdons.

An intensive training program took the place of operations.
Training consisted of two aircraft on H.2.5. Cross-—country,
and H.2.S. Bombing; one aircraft on Air-to-Air Firing, five
aircraft on Fighter Affiliation combined.

A very busy day indeed.
16/7/ k4 ' Weather: Fair to cloudy, visibility moderate to good.

Fifteen aircraft were called upon today but weather did not
permit their take-off for operations.

Flying training consisted of five H.2.S. Cross—countries with
Fighter Affiliation and Practice Bombing combined. Five
aircraft were employed on Air-to-Air Firing combined with
H.2.S. Bombing. Night flying was carried out with 4 aircraft
on night H.2.S. Cross-country. All this training tended to
make the day a very full one.
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Weather: Fair to cloudy, with visibility mdderate to good.
Wind south-easterly. Around two o'clock in the afternoon

we were called upon for operations and seventeen aircraft

were scheduled. Midnight passed on though without the kites
becominy airborne. As the aircraft were bombed up ready to go,
very little flying training could be carried out and only one
aircraft praticipated with a little bombing on the local range.
A1l crews were hustled to bed in the early evening with a
warning that they would be called out in the wee hours of the
moming .

Weather: Cloudy. Wind light south-easterly. Visibility
moderate to good.

Little did the crews realize at 0130 hours when they were
hauled from their beds that they would be on two operations
within the space of 24 hours. At approximately 0315 hours
seventeen aircraft became airborne and attacked MONDEVILLE.
Weather over the target was good, no cloud with good horizontal
visibility but a slight haze impeded downward visibility. The
Master Bomber was heard by most crews and was reported to have
handled the attack excellently. The T.Is. were seen by all
crews and were frequently obscured by smoke. Bombing was very
concentrated and only one stick was reported outside the target
area, half a mile South. A big building was hit causing a
large explosion at 0612 hours and other explosions were seen.
Ground defences were slight over target but moderate H.F. bursts
observed at 6/10,000 ft. at turning point after target. Three
enemy aircraft were seen in Target Area but did not attack. All
crews attempted photographs. One of our aircraft piloted by
CAN.J.19921 P/O T.R. KELLY was hit by flak over the target and
failed to return form this operation.

The aircraft returned home before nine o'clock and the ground
crews immediately set to work to have them serviceable and ready
for operations tonight. At 2200 hours, fourteen aircraft set

off to attack WESSELING. Weather over the target was clear of
cloud but some haze experienced and visibility was fair to good.
Target was clearly marked by illuminating flares and well con-—
centrated red and green T.Is. Master Bomber was clearly heard by
about one half of the crews, the remainder either did not hear him
at all or his comments were indistinguishable. Numerous explosions
were reported. Flak was intense over target. S/Ls. were very
numerous bur appeared to be stationary and quite ineffective. A
smoke screen was reported operating in Target Area. Some Fighter
Flares were seen but otherwise route was fairly clear of evidence
of fighters. Bombing was accurately placed on or around the
Markers. All crews attempted photographs.
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Weather: Mainly cloudy with light and variable wind.
Visibility moderate to good.

The aircraft did not return from last night's take—off
until around four o'clock so this morning was very quiet.
It looked as though the Squadron would be on tonight again
but word came through that we would not be required before
midnight. A great deal of talk was spent on yesterday's
activities and it is believed that the raid on MONDEVILLE
really helped out the army to advance through a strongly
fortified steel-works. The attack on WESSELING was a huge
success too, and judging by the explosions reported the
oil plant that was the objective was badly battered.

This was more or less a day spent resting on our laurels.

Weather: Cloudy with north-—easterly wind at ten to fifteen
mepehe Visibility moderate.

After a night-long standby and much confusion, thirteen
aircraft got cracking at 1300 hours today and became airborne
for FERME-DU-GRANDES-BOIS, a flyingz bomb site. Weather over
the target was clear with slight haze on the ground. Most
crews carried out the instructions of the Master Bomber.

Crews could not accurately assess the bombing because of the
smoke pall, which lay over the target area and only the Master
Bomber's remarks indicated that the attack was a success.
Negligible heavy flak was encountered over the target but IE
TOUQUET was reported as active on the coast on hhe outward
route. No enemy fighters were seen. All crews attempted
photographs. CAll.d«25299 F/O H.P. GORDON in "“P" experienced

a great deal of difficulty when he lost an engine on the way
to the target and had to bomb on three engines. CAN.J.21292
F/L "PHIL" SHANNON in "Y" stood by him on the return journey
until four Spitfires came into the picture and took over the
escorting job. Before GORDON landed, another engine packed
up and he had to land away from base. A very good show indeed.

Second target for the day was ANDERBEICK and only four bombers
from this Squadron were sent. This was another flying bomb site
near the-PAS DE CALAIS area. Weather over the target was clear
with good visibility. Landmarkers were easily recognized in the
Target Area. T.Is. were accurately placed and visual bombing was
carried out. Heavy flak was slight to moderate. No fighter
aircraft were sighted. All crews attempted photographs.

Weather: Cloudy. Wind northerly at 10 to 15 m.p.h. Visibility
moderate to good.

Due to bad weather conditions no flying was carried out today,
although as usual, seventeen aircraft were detailed and made
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ready for any news that may be forthcoming. From
approximately four a.m. until midnight, operations
were off and continually on a succession of standbys,
"wait a whiles", etc.

The Commanding Officer called a meeting in the Crew Room
to listed and try to remedy any reasonable "binds" that
were put forth. The "binds" ranged from duff met to the
lack of crockery in the Sergeants! Mess. This form of
"entertainment" was met with enthusiasm as it is rarely
possible to air one's views under official auspices.
More of these sessions are expected.

Weather: Cloudy with occasional drizzle. Wind northerly
at 10 to 15 me.p.h. Visibility moderate to good.

Thirteen aircraft laid on for tonight but judging by the
weather conditions in these parts it looked like a certain
scrub and turned out to be just that later on in the day.

A lecture was given by the Flying Control Officer at 1130
hours and judging by the remarks passed, it was a real "gen"
half-hour well spent.

In the afternoon, an extra showing of "Mutiny on the Bounty"
was arranged for all aircrew members that could afford 6d.,
this helped pass the afternoon away and time didn't hang
too heavily on our hands.

Absolutely no aircraft became airborne today. A very dull day.

Weather: Cloudy. Wind light northerly. Visibility moderate
to good.

Bveryone was down bright and early today to start the week
out right with an early flying training program but this did
not materialize until late morning when three aircraft took
off on H.2.3. Cross—countires and practice bombing combined.
One aircraft carried out local flying.

Fifteen aircraft were detailed for operations and fifteen
took-off between 2130 and 2200 hours to bomb DONGES. There
was no cloud over the target. Visibility was good with slight
haze. P.F.F was punctual and well concentrated. Attack opened
up at OOL9 hours with a stick which caused a large explosion
followed by black smoke. Other explosions occurred later.
Bombing was apparently well concentrated and smoke obscured
the target soon after the attack started. Master of Ceremonies
was concise although not generally clearly heard due to
interference. Both H.F. and L.F. over the target was slight,
the former bursting at 12/14000 ft. No searchlights active.
All crews attempted photographs.
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Weather: Cloudy. Visibility good. Calm or light south
westerly wind.

The day started out pretty cloudy and little was doing
except for three aircraft being employed on H.2.S Cross-
countr%es with Practice Bombing thrown in on the return
trip.

Word was received around noon that we were on tonight so
thirteen aircraft were made ready and although briefing

was postponed a few hours the thirteen aircraft took off
around 210 hours wending their way to L'HEY in the PAS

DE CALAIS area to attack a Flying Bomb Site.

Weather over target was 10/10 cloud with an occasional

break. Tops 7500 ft. and visibility good. P.F.F. was

on time and majority of crews reported Master Bomber

clearly heard. Glow of T.Is. through the clouds appeared
concentrated and bomb flashes seemed to indicate bombing

was accurately placed on the markers. A violent explosion
with a white flash seen. On the target H.F. and L.F. reported
as slight up to 8/1300 ft. A few fighter flares seen in
Target Area. All crews attempted photographs.

Weather: Cloudy, rain later. Visibility moderate.
Wind calm to light south—easterly.

Judging by the weather this morning it looked like another
day of rest but still the word came through that we were
needed to supply sixteen aircraft for operations.

Cloud over target was 8/10 above 1800 ft. and those aircraft
detailed to bomb on STUTTGART from above this height had to

bomb through cloud. Crews bombing from a height of 18000 ft.

or less reported thin stratus at about 9/10,000 ft. but markers
could easily be seen, and some crews reported seeing ground

detail. Slight haze generally hampered visibility. First

red markers were dropped on time and these were scattered.-

Green T.Is. backing up the reds appeared as a better con-
centration. All markers were reported by crews as being in

the city _area and bombing was scattered throughout the built-up
area. Crews leaving target towards the completion of attack report
that fires and glow could be seen as far as 100 to 150 miles from the
target. H.F. over target was moderate, barrage form, and

bursting at from 16000 to 2000 ft. Over the French Coast,

north of CAEN, L.F. co-operating with S/Ls was reported.

ORLEANS was also active. There was fighter activity both

into and away from target. Effective mainly on the route

in, our tactics after leaving the target seemed to be

effective against fighter interception. All crews attempted
photographs, and 211 aircraft landed away.

oo /137



- 137 -

Our aircraft "J" piloted by CAN.J.85133 P/O H.D. EGLI
was hit by flak over the target and the undercarriage
cropped. The crew managed to steer the badly damaged
plane as far as the Normandy Beachhead but had to
abandon the aircraft due to petrol shortage. At the
present time all occupants are accounted for except
the Captain but word is expected from him. The Bomb
Aimer is in hospital near BAYEUK suffering from back
injuries. ,

26/7/14; Weather: Rain early, then mainly fair. Thunderstorms
later. Visibility moderate. Wind southerly and light.

A terrible day today for flying but the aircraft that
landed away on last night's operations managed to get
back to base. Sleep was the main topic as they hurriedly
made for their beds as soon as they were interrogated.

Activity was nil on the Squadron and the weather man let
~loose with a wonderful lightning and thunderstorm in the
late afternoon.

In the terms of an S.H.A.E.P. Communique, "There was
nothing to report .from the Sections."

27/7/A4 Yeather: Occasional showers. Visibility moderate to
good. [/ind South~'esterly light to moderate.

Bad weather still reigned supreme and the net flying for
the day was four aircraft on circuits and bumps.

Fifteen aircraft were detailed for operations but it wasn't
surprising when word came through that the effort was scrubbed.

Collections were made from the various Sections today for

the Red Cross Prisoner of War Fund and proved highly pro-
fitable. For the prisoners we mean. The Flight Engineers

and Bomb Aimers seem to be leading the way with donations.
This practice was inaugurated only recently on the Squadron
but the enthusiasm that it has been met with has made it a big
success.

Later in the day another none aircraft were added to bhe
original detail and crews were warned to stand by for an
early morning "do".

28/71/dy Weather: Fair and visibility excellent. 1/ind westerly,
light to moderate.
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The warning to stand by last night was not in vain

because a total of forty-one crews from the station were
tumbled out of their beds for operational breakfast at

0230 hours and Main Briefing at 0330 hours. All seemed to go
well till take—off time when the red flares went up cancelling
the "dol for a few hours. The crews waited around till lunch
time and then went to bed. Finally, word came through that
the effort was really abandoned and a new target was set.

Eighteen aircraft were detailed for night operations tonight

and around ten o'clock the aircraft took off, the target

being HAMBRUG. The target was obscured by 8 to 10/10 cloud.

Tops at 12/15000 ft. It was a fairly thin layer, as ground
markers could be distinguished by the crews. Visibility above
cloud was good. Green Wanganui markers by which target was
identified were laid at approximately 0107 hours, and red T.Is.
were marking the target when first crews arrived at Olll hours.
Marking generally by red and green T.I.'s was reported as fairly
scattered, and such bombing as was seen through breaks in the
cloud was dispersed throughout the marked area. Many explosions
were seen in the target area between 0108 and 0116 hours, with
two very large ones reported by practically all crews. Hany
fires were burning in the target area. Heavy Flak was moderate
over target, bursting in barrage for 17/22000 ft. and numerous
searchlights illuminated the cloud base. Fighter activity by
single-engine and twin-engined fighters was fairly intense betwecn
target and. HELIGOLAND on the return journey. All crews attempted
photographs. _

One of our aircraft, "Y' piloted by CAN.J.24299 F/O H.P. GORDON
failed to return from this operation, the other seventeen aircraft
landed safely at base.

Our aircraft "Y", piloted by CAN.J.26145 F/O G.E. PLYLEY claimed
one enemy fighter destroyed. An M.E. 109 was seen astern above
at 600 yds and it came in diving. Both Gunners, R.256542 SGT.
KEARNS, R.G. and R.202608 SGT. SHAW, A.N. opened fire at 500 yds.
and by the time the enemy aircraft had closed to 100 yeds., each
Gunner had got in a 4 second burst. Strikes raked the enemy
aircraft and it burst into flames immediately. It fell away and
the whole aircraft was aflame when it entered the cloud where it
appeared to break up and a large flash was seen either just
before or when he hit the deck.

Weather: Occasional rain. Visibility moderate to good. Wind
southerly, light.

The weather today accounted for no flying taking place. A

maximum effort was awaited but this did not materialize. Great
use was taken of the spare time to bring the serviceability up
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after last night's operations.

Ground training was carried out as usual during the
afternoon, the morning being very dull as crews were
sleeping late after the operations last night.

1]
Word came through late in the afternoon that we may
be called early for morning operations. This tended
to increase the Squadron's activities.

Weather: Foggy becoming fair, then cloudy. Visibility
moderate, then poor. Wind, light, northerly.

The warning last night of early morning operations really

came true and operational types were roused at 2 a.m. for
breakfast at 0215 hrs. and main briefing at 0300 hrs.

Take-off commenced at 0530 hrs., the target being AMAYE-SUR-SEULLES
on the battlefront. Fifteen aircraft became airborne and fourteen
attacked, the other aircraft, "D" returning early due to engine
trouble. Cloud base over the target was at 2000 ft., tops

5/6000 with 9/10ths cloud above. Visibility below cloud

was very good. The crews were instructed to descend below

cloud to attack but most crews received the Master Bomber's
instructions rather late with the result that bombing was done

at a higher Airspeed than briefed. Dense brown smoke obscured
ground detail and most crews received instructions to bomb

the S.W. corner of smoke and dust. Most crews believed that

this was a very successful attack.

During the afternoon the returning crews had some well earned
rest while newer crews carried out a few local sorties and
one H.2.5. Cross~country.

Weather: Partly cloudy with slight mist becoming cloudy with
fog. Only one aircraft took part in a Fighter Affiliation
Exercise and H.2.5. Cross—country and one on local flying.

120431 4/C G.J. CRIBB, D.F.C., our Commanding Officer, spent
a few hours taking A.T.C. personnel up on short flips. The
boys seemed to enjoy this form of instruction, or should we
say entertainment.

Tonight thirteen aircraft were detailed for operations, the
target being COQUEREAU. All aircraft became airborne and reported
weather over the target as clear with slight ground haze. PJ.F.F.
was punctual and red T.Is. extremely well concentrated. The
Master Bomber was only faintly heard by earlier crews but
reception improved as the attack progressed. Crews report that
directions were not given until zero hour which was too late

for those early on the target. Few bombs were seen to burst

owing to the type of fusing and it is not possible to assess
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results. Ground defences were negligible and no search—
lights 1lit. No fighters seen. All crews attempted photo-

graphs.
HONOURG AND AWARDS - Nil

COMMISSIONS

J.86674 P/O N.R. McCaffrey — Appointed to a commission wef. 17.4.44
J.86859 P/O J.N. Heaton - Appointed to a commission wef. 17.LeL4
J.87069 P/O J.A. Kicak - Appointed to a commission wef. 9.6.4
J.87000 P/0 C.G.M. Herring — Appointed to a commission wef. 1he5.4L
J.87239 P/O G.R. Pearce — Appointed to a commission wef. 17.5.44
J.87247 P/0 J.M.P.E, Lebel — Appointed to a commission wef. 9.6.44
J.87491 P/O E. Bleich - Appointed to a commission wef. 2.6.4.

PROMOTIONS

120431 F/L A/S/L G.J. Cribb, D.F.C. Granted the Acting Rank of
Ving Commander wef 1he6.4l.

J.11068 F/0 M.G. Marshall promoted to the rank of T/F/Lt. wef 10.4.4l
J 19057 F/L J.D. Mawson promoted to the rank of F/O wef. 26.2.44
J.36532 P/O F.M. Slota promoted to the rank of F/O wef 1h.L.4lk
J.37151 P/O A.E. Hall promoted to the rank of F/O wef 15.4.4

J 37149 P/O P. Koleda promoted to the rank of F/O wef 1TFelielids

Weather: Mainly cloudy. Wind light southerly. Visibility
moderate.

This morning was very quiet for the first day in the month and

it was not until nearly five o2clock that the first aircraft
became airborne. This was employed on a Radar cross—country. The
lack of flying training today was due to the fact that operations
were scheduled to take place and take off was early in the
evening.

Twelve aircraft became airborne as scheduled and proceeded to

the target which was L'HEY in Normandy. The crews reported that

as far inland as turning back point the cloud was 10/10ths at three
to eight thousand feet, completely obscuring the enemy territory.
Dunkirk was active with Heavy flak put up in barrage form from
between 11,000 to 15,000 ft. No enemy fighters were seen. No
photographs were taken. No BOMBS were dropped as per instructions

‘from the Master Bomber.

Gremlins, in the form of A.T.C. personnel, took over the
Bombing Section of the Squadron and were seen to swarm over
the equipment and ask some awkward questions -much to the
embarrassment of their guides, our erstwhile Bomb Aimers.
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2/8/LL, Wieather: Cloudy, becoming fine during evening. Wind
light variable. Visibility moderate. A little training
was doge today than yesterday. This was in the form of
H.2.5. cross—countries with four aircraft taking part. Fighters
were to provide fighter-affiliation practice but only one
turned up. Other aircraft took part in local flying practice.

Operations were scheduled but these were scrubbed at briefing
much to the disappointment of all concerned as everyone had
been standing by since last night.

W/C C.J. CRIBB DFC, our Commanding Officer, held what is
known to only us, a 'BLIND SESSION'. This get-together is
for the purpose of ironing out the little difficulties that
tend to come in the way at times and from recent sessions the
talks have proved well worth while.

The Gunnery Section carried out a skeet shooting practice in
the morning, coupled with a little turret manipulation exercises.

A good day for training.

3/8/L4 Weather: Cloudy, becoming fine during eveningz. 'ind light
variable. Visibility moderate.

No flying training was carried out today as the Squadron was
called upon to supply twenty-one aircraft for operations.

The A.T.C. personnel visiting the Station were entertained by the
Gumnery Section today and were given the "ins" and "outs" on
turret manipulation, aircraft recce etc. It was surprising to see
how will versed a large percentage of these boys were on the
different types of aircraft.

After three briefings, the Squadron finally became airbrone

and proceeded to attack the target which was FORDET-DE-NIEPHE

and enemy supply dump. The attack opened up with yellow markers in
position.on the aiming point before the first crews were in
position to bomb. These markers were visually identified as being
very accurate. Visibility was moderate to good although patchy
five to eight tenths cloud was found over the target. All crews
managed to bomb through the breaks. In the early stages of the
attack some undershooting was reported but the Master Bomber's
comments seemed to remedy this as the attack developed. Crews
reported that a good bombing concentration was achieved in the
target area and comments from the Master Bomber indicated his
satisfaction. The dense cover of smoke and dust made assessment
of bombing impossible once the attack was in full swing. Heavy
flak was slight to negligible from the target defences and no
enemy fighters were seen. All crews attempted day photographs.
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L/8/l Weather: Cloudy, becoming fine during morning. Wind light.
Visibility moderate to good but poor after dusk.

No flying training carried out today. Operations were

scheduled late last night and fifteen aircraft became airborne
Just after ten o'clock this monring. The target was BOIS-Di-
CASSON and was situated in the woods. Crews reported two to
seven tenths cloud at 6000 to 9000 ft. around target but a clear
patch over target. The attack progressed well and bombing
generally was concentrated with a bit of undershooting early
which was corrected by the Master Bomber. Large explosions
occurred to one of which the Master Bomber temporarily directed
bombing. Flak was slight to moderate heavy both on way in and
out of target, the two most active points being CORMEILLES and
FORGES. No figheers were seen and any casualties are attributed
to flak. All crews attempted photographs.

Very little else doing during the day as the crews did not get
back until after three o'clock.

5/8/L4 Weather: Fog at first, becoming fine. Wind light variable.

Last night found us again detailed to operate in early morning
today but take-off was not until around ten-thirty. Nineteen air-
craft participated in the attack on the target which was ST.

LEAU D'ESSERENT, another supply dump. The run-up and target

area were covered by four to seven tenths patchy cloud with

tops around 10,000 ft. Visibility was quite good. Hany crews
had difficulty in making a good bombing run due to cloud inter-
ference, the rest bombed through breaks. The first red T.Is.

and yellow T.Is. were identified as being very near the Aiming
Point, and scattering of bombing was estimated to have to have
fallen to starborad of the aiming point, and dense smoke which
began to rise as the attack progressed made assessment of the
attack in the later stages impossible. The Master Bomber was
clear and was received by all crews. His instructions varied

a great deal and crews received instruction to bomb with
correction on the T.Is. in nearly every case. Heavy flak
opposition over the target and approach were moderate to heavy in
intensity, put up in box barrage form 14/17000 ft. There were

no sightings of enemy fighters. All crews attempted day photo-
graphse. :

No flying training carried out today.

6/8/1L Weather: Fog at first becoming fine. Vind light variable.
Visibility poor at first, becoming moderate to good.

No operations scheduled today so the Squadron had a well

earned rest. Although there were no operations six aircraft
took part in a bombing, fighter affiliation and air to air
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firing exercise. Another aircraft participated in local
flying.

Cleanliness is the word of the day with all Sections putting
forth a grand effort to have the place in A.l. shape for
coming® visitors. Numerous suggestions are being put forth
at this time as to who the visitors will be but nothing
definite is established.

Weather: Fog at first, becoming fair to cloudy. Wind southerly
and light. Visibility poor at first, becoming moderate.

Operations were scheduled for today and twenty-one aircraft took off
at 2030 hrs. to bomb L'HOGIE.

Weather: Cloudy, becoming fine during afternoon. Uind light
south-westerly. Visibility moderate, becoming good.

The crews landed from last night's operations around one o'clock
in the morning, the target being L'HOGIE. They reported weather
over target clear of cloud with some haze and visibility fair to
good. Target was clearly marked with two groups of red T.Is. but
Master Bomber ordered the main forces to bomb on the northern
group which were exceptionally well concentrated and bombing

was accurately placed on these. Large explosions reported with

© yellow flashes. All crews reported that the whole target arca

was quickly covered with thick clouds of smoke and dust. Flak

on target was nil except for a few bursts of light flak. Io
fighters actually seen but some fighter flares were noted on the
route back from the target to the enemy coast. All crews attempted
photographs. All aircraft landed away at PSPLOV.

During the day no flying training was carried out but the
aircraft managed to return from diversion base. They were
made ready for operations again tonight.

Fifteen aircraft took off at approximately 1830 hours to bomb
CHANTILLY and returned around 2330 hours. All aircraft landed

at base safely. The returning crews reported that there was

nil cloud over the target. Visibility was good with a slight
haze. O.F.F. was punctual and target was accurately marked with
both red and yellow T.Is. The Master Bomber was heard by the
majority of crews and his instructions were clear and easily
followed. Bombing was apparently very good and many explosions and
fires were soon seen in the target area, these were followed by
huze quantities of black oily smoke which ascended to about 10,000
ft. Uo enemy fighters were seen but ground defences comprised
moderate to intense heavy flak. All crews attempted photographs.

Weather: Fair to fine with westerly wind. Visibility good.
Light rain during early eveningz.

oo /1L



- UL -

Three aircraft were employed on local flying this morninz. No
intensive training was done due to the big effort on the
Squadron's part yesterday. All aircraft were being checked
and serviced in preparation for operations tonight. HWord

came through around neon hour that we would be called upon
for seventeen aircraft.

Seventeen aircraft took off to bomb LA NEUVILIE around 1900
hours and all returned safely except CAN.J.10397 F/L WYSE,

GeP. and crew in "Y' Yorker MZ.363. The returning crews re-
ported no cloud over target and visibility very good. Red T.Is,
appeared to be slightly overshot but yellow T.Is. were bang on.
The Master Bomber was heard clearly by only a few crews. The
remainder reporting interference. A number of crews bombed
visually. Some sticks were seen to fall in target area but
considerable undershooting was apparent. UWhat appeared to be
one battery of 6/8 heavy guns was firing very accurate pre-
dicted flak over the target between 15/17000 ft. No enemy
fighters seen. All crews attempted photographs. The target
was a storage dump for flying bombs.

10/8/14, Weather: Fair to cloudy. Wind south-westerly at ten to
fifteen m.p.h. Visibility good.

Flying today consisted of two cross—countries and two aircraft

on local flying. Very few aircraft are serviceable after
yesterday's attack so there are no operations but bazs of
preparation for the imminent visit of the "distinguished visitor(s)".
The crew room and surrounding were clean as a vhistle by evening
after many hours of sweat and toil on the part of the aircrew,
mainly the Flight Engineers. Crews were alloted to their

various positions and jobs and everything was locked up at

night so no damage could be done to the crew centre.

The Blood Clinic was on camp today and 609 pints were given
unselfishly by this Station's personnel, as this blood was
badly needed for army casualties in NORMANDY. Some volunteers
were turned away because the blood clinic could cope with no
more.

11/8/L4 Yeather: Iainly fair with westerly wind at five to ten m.D.h.
Visibility good.

The Squadron was honoured by the visit of the various Sections
and chatted with crews in the briefing room. From the crew
centre the party visited "U" Uncle where F/O IMURPHY accompanied
the King and explained to him how he received the bomb holes in
the aircraft. The Queen spoke to the other members of the crew
while this was taking place. This ended their visit and included
in the party were Air larshal Breadner, Lady Peel and two army
Adde-de~Camps.
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A.T.C. types were included in the Parade and also a number

of Canadian W.D.'s from Group. The Y.D.*'s should be presented
with a bouquet of "thorns for not helping the evening along by
staying for the dance in the Airmen's Mess".

Weather: Mainly cloudy with westerly wind at ten to fifteen m.p.h.
Visibility good.

Operations laid on for the morning but scrubbed at starting up
time. Flying training was not very intense as two operations
were laid on for the night. One aircraft being on local flying
and one aircraft on air to air firing and practice bombing.

The boys were briefed twice and the two targets were scrubbed.
Briefing was finally held at seven o'clock. More gen tomorrow.

Weather: Fair to fine. WWind westerly at five to ten m.p.h.
Visibility good.

- In the small hours of this morning between one and three o'clock

the surrounding countryside vibrated to the noise of our crews
returning from operations last night. Eleven aircraft carried
out a bombing attack on BRUNSWICK and all returned with the ex—
ception of ™M™ NAN piloted by C.24436 F/L CRONYWN, P.He The
returning crews reported 8 to 10/10ths cloud over the target,
tops at 6/10,000 ft. with zood visibility. Due to the cloud,
little ground detail could be seen, but one very good concentration
of fires is reported with smaller ones scattered over a wide
area. Over the target heavy flak was slizht to moderate to
15/17000 ft. in barrage form and searchlights nil or ineffective.
Fighters falres were laid approaching the target and for a long
distance on the route home. OSeveral combats were seen, mostly
with twin engine aircraft.

Eight aircraft took off to bomb LA BRETEQUE a flying bomb dump
near ROUEN. Seven aircraft attacked the targzet and returned
safely, one aircraft returned early due to engine trouble. The
returning crews reported weather over target clear of cloud with
some haze. Visibility fair to good. Red T.Is. were in three
groups in line from west to east at considerable distance apart.
Bombing was scattered between the three groups. Flak was
neglizible and only two fighters were seen, one on way in to
target and the other on the way out. Both were single engine
aircraft. All crews attempted photographs.

Ten of our aircraft took off on a mine laying schedule around
2030 hours this evening.

Weather: Fair, mocerate to good visibility.
Flying training was held up today due to the aircraft being

unserviceable after yesterday's biz operations. Only one
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aircraft became airborne on training and this was employed
on a cross—country exercise.

Ten of our aircraft came back from mining operations at

LA ROCHELLE which is south of the BREST Peninsula in the

Bay ofs¢Biscay. This was the first mining trip carried out
by the Squadron in over a year. The all up wight of the
aircraft was maximum - bomb doors had to be left partially
opened and the take-offs were a little shaky. All aircraft
dropped their mines in the allotted areas in conditions of
no cloud and excellent visibility. No opposition of any
kind was encountered and no difficulties were experienced.
A1l crews attempted photographs either P.P.I. or photo flahs.

Panic was predominant as we were called upon for eleven air-

craft for take—off at 1230 hours this morning. Although this
was a bit of a push it was just another chance for us to show
the wonderful organization that is contained in our Squadron.

The eleven aircraft took off for AISY and returned safely.

There was no cloud over the target. Horizontzl visibility

was fair to good, but vertical visibility was poor due to

dust and smoke from earlier attacks. Ilaster Bomber was

heard clearly by the majority of crews. His first instruction
was to bomb yellow T.Is. and a few crews saw these on the run

up but they were obscured by smoke with a one second overshoot.
He also ordered crews not to bomb a quarry, the result was that
most crews bombed a smoke concentration as ordered without

seeing any T.Is. The majority of crews were able to see the
highway from CAEN and most used the D.R. timed run as a check.

Two crews report seeing a quarry bombed some distance before the
target was reached and another crew report a stick falling 1000
yds. to starboard of.the Aiming Point. Apart from these instances
a good concentration of bombs appeared to have been achieved on
the smoke column. There was no flak on the target but slight
heavy flak from 7/9000 ft. approximately two miles south of the
target. No enemy fighters seen. All crews attempted photographs.

Weather: Fine with early morning fog becoming fair to cloudy
later.

Ho flying training today as we were called upon for fifteen
aircraft for take—~off at approxdamately 1000 hours. The target
was SOEZSTERBURG an enemy night fighter drome in HOLLAWD. The
total force on the target was over 100 aircraft. Cloud over the
target was nil and visibility excellent. P.F.F. was bang on,
the first T.Is. going down in the centre of the airfield. ilaster
Bomber instructions were clearly heard also his time click.
Bombing was particularly well conceatrated, very few hits being
seen outside the perimeter track and all runways were well
cratered. Heavy flak at opening of attack was slight, increasing
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to intense in barrage form as the attack progressed, bursting
15/17000 ft. as the attack dwindled. No light flak reported.
No enemy fighters seen. All crews attempted photographs.

Weathey: Fine, becoming fair to cloudy with occasional shower
late in evening. Good visibility.

The Squadron was called upon for operations for tonight so most of
the day was taken up in preparations. A flying training programme
was managed though, and four aircraft carried out a practice
bombing and fighter affiliation exercise.

A short thunderstorm was experienced in the late afternoon and
made things look a little grim for the pending operations, but
they were not scrubbed and fifteen aircraft became airborne to
attack KIEL at approximately 2100 hours.

Weather: Fair to cloudy, occasional showers, good visibility.

The fifteen aircraft returned safely around 0300 hours this
morning from KIEL and reported varying cloud conditions over
target. The attack opened up with a cluster of red and green

T.I. to the North-East of Aiming Point, and another group of

beds estimated to be around the Aiming Point, la¥er marking was
scattered throaghout the built-up area, and small fires through-
out the city indicated dispersed bombing. The Master Bomber wa

of little value as his channel was being jammed and only a few
crews received instructions to bomb the southerly set of red T.I.
Markers. A smoke screen seemed to be active, and no ground detail
was seen, but crews estimate that the attack was effective. Heavy
flak was slight to moderate over target and in the canal area.
Fighter activity was slight. All crews attempted photographs.

During the day three aircraft were employed on local flying.
Weather: Cloudy with slight rain in evening. Good visibility.

Very little flying carried out today due to bad weather and the
necessity for getting the aireraft serviceable for operations
tonight. We were called upon to bomb CONNANTRES with ten aircraft
and lay mines with eight aircraft. Everything progressed lovely
except on take off and "A" APPLE piloted by J.24485 F/0O PENROSE,
R.C. blew a tire and was a non-starter.

Nothing else to report for today.

Weather: Cloudy with rain. Good visibility but fog forming in
evening.

The seven aircraft employed on mining duties in the LE ROCHLLLE
district in the Bay of Biscay returned safely to diversion base.
They dropped their mines in the allotted area in conditions of nil
to 2/10 thin cloud with tops 2/3000 ft. with slight haze. Xo
fighters were seen and heavy flak was five or six guns predictor
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unseen and fairly accurate. Slight light flak and two or three
searchlights were exposed. All crews attempted either P.P.I.
or Photo flash photographs.

The ten aircraft employed on bombing CONNANTRES, a marshalling
yard si%ty miles east of Paris successfully attacked their
objective and returned to diversion base. These marshalling
replace those in the East Paris area which were previously
rendered U/S by Bomber Command. P.F.F. was quite good although
a little late. A couple of enemy night fighters were seen but
there were not any attacks. Mosquitoes were numerous in the
district.

- Two aircraft were employed on training today, one on local

practice and one on corss—~country and Bombing practice.
Weather: Cloudy with much rain and drizzle. Moderate visibility.

Weather was foul to say the least, today. Everyone spent most of
their time trying to keep warm without a fire. A lecture-was
given to the aircrew personnel by an Air Ministry Intelligence
Officer on the subject of "Escape". His talk was very interesting
and amusing.

Operations were expected for the night but the weather remained
poor and nothing materialized. -

Weather: Variable cloud with moderate northerly wind. Visibility
good.

Weather over this country fair today but still duff on the
continent - so, no operations scheduled. An extensive flying
training programs was laid on with six aircraft on fighter
affiliation, and one on cross—country, four on local flying, -

one on practice bombing, air to air firing and fighter affiliation.
At night ten aircraft took part in a night flying training pro~
gramme.

A.T.C. boys were given a little practical experience in the
Oxford aircraft.

Life has been very dull on the station these past two days and the
weather is getting the blame for it. It looks as though the
fellows are getting restless already for some more operations.

Wleather: Cloudy, occasional rain. Visibility good. Ifuch cloud
at two to three thousand ft. Wind northerly, light to moderate.

Same as yesterday - no operations and more training - time drags.
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Weather: Drizzle at first, fair later. Visibility moderate.

Much cloud at one to two thousand feet. Wind northerly light
becoming south-south—easterly light. Weather still fair to poor - no
operations but training still going on as usual. Four aircraft
practiced bombing on the local range at SNAPE, one aircraft was
employed on a cross—country exercise, two aircraft carried out
fighter affiliation practice and one aircraft did local flying.

There is word of early morning operations - here's hoping because
everyone is really "cheesed" after four days of inactivity.

Weather: Rain early and late. Visibility - fog at first, becoming
moderate, then foggy in evening. Variable cloud at two to three
thousand feet. Wind south—easterly light. A small operational
schedule was laid on for today but was scrubbed due to weather
conditions, much to the sorrow of all concerned.

Flying training today consisted of two cross—countires and two air
to air firing and fighter affiliation combined. Lectures and ground
instruction also took part. It looks as though the boys would
rather operate though, so will be looking forward to better news
tomorrow.

Weather: Foggy, becoming fair. Visibility - fog at first,
moderate later. Large amounts at two to three thousand feet.
Wind, mainly calm.

Everyone in a much happier mood today as it was learned that we
were to supply eighteen aircraft for operations tonight. This
appeared to be a very simple task after the "breather" we have had.

Although most of the time was taken in arranging for the operations,
a good deal of training was also carried out. Five aircraft took

. part in a fighter affiliation exercise, one on air to air firing

and practice bombing combined and one on air to air firing and

fighter affiliation combined.

On the ground the gunners were given aircraft recognition

exercises and turret manipulation. The Squadron Gunnery Leader

F/L WeP. -ADAMS was visited by two Royal Observer Corps Officers
who are putting on the aircraft recognition contest between the
AJT.C. and air gunners of various Squadrons.

At night eighteen aircraft soared into the air on operations, the
target being ST. MATHIZU.

Yeather: Foggy becoming fair. Visibility - fog at first,
moderate later. Large amounts at two to three thousand feet. tHind
1lizht northerly becoming light southerly.

The crews all landed away last night and returned during the day.
The target was ST. MATHIEU, Nr. Brest, an enemy gun-site. The
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crews reported visibility over the target good, with a thin
patch layer of cloud, indicated by laster Bomber as beinj

four to five thousand feet which obscured ground detail for
most crews. The approach was identified visually in most
cases. ¢ Master Bomber instructed to bomb on red T.l.'s two con-
centrated clusters appearing close together and judged to be in
the approximate aiming-point vicinity. Crews seemed highly
satisfied with the effort generally. No fighters were seen and
there was no flak opposition. All crews attempted photographs.

As the aircraft needed servicing upon return, it was impossible
to carry out any flying training programme.

27/8/Ah Weather: Cloudy becoming rainy. Visibility moderate at first,
becoming excellent. Large amounts of cloud at one to two
thousand feet. Wind light westerly becoming light southerly..

No time for training today as the Squadron was called upon to
supply fifteen aircraft for operations, the target being
MIMOYEQUES, Take off was after five o'clock in the afternoon

and the target was pranged in daylight. The crews reported

nil cloud over target, with fair amounts of haze, but visibility
was good. Early crews saw stick of bombs fall across the tunnel
entrance. Red T.I.'s and later green T.I.'s were identified as
being very concentrated around the aiming point. The lMaster
Bomber was heard by nearly all crews, and his orders were to bomb
the concentration of T.I.'s. There was sone lizht undershooting,
but most crews report a good concentration of bomb-bursts and
smoke around the estimated aiming point. Flak opposition appeared
as a loose layer barrage over tarzet at 16 to 18000 ft., fluctuating
between slight and moderate in intensity and reported as being
most heavily concentrated at 17,500 ft. No enemy fizhters were
sighted and all crews attempted photographs.

Skeet shooting carried out by the Air Guaners during the afternoon.

28/8/1, Weather: Rain at first becoming cloudy. Wind southerly at five
to ten m.p.h. veering westerly at fifteen to twenty m.p.h.
Visibility moderate becoming good.
lore like old times now, as the Squadron was again called upon for
operations today. Two aircraft participated in training exercises,
these beinz practice bombing and air to air firing. An Air-Sea
rescue lecture was given to aircrew members during the later
morning.

Shortly after six o'clock in the afternoon, ten aircraft took off
to bomb FERME-DE~FORESTEL a flying-bomb site in the Pas de Calais
area. The aircraft returned just after ten o'clock and reported
weather over the target good with nil to 3/lOth cloud. Visibility
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was moderate to good. On run-up ta target all crews saw OEUF EN
TERNSIS being marked and this aided in identification of their own
target. No details were seen within the site, but those who
bombed saw the target area and surrounding landmarks. Crews
differed in opinion as to the success of the attack, some
considared it successful while others termed it a failure.
Sticks were seen failing across the target area also wide and
short. Flak opposition over the target was slight to intense,
accurate and predicted and a fair amount was encountered just
after leaving the target area. No enemy aircraft were sighted
and all crews attempted photographse.

lleather: Cloudy with fair to fine periods. Visibility good.
Wind light westerly. No operations today but bags of flying
training was carried out. Five aircraft took part in a
practice bombing and air to air firing exercise. One aircraft
was employed on straight practice bombing. Even the AW«T.C.
became airborne today as they were given short flips in the
Oxford.

At night we were far from relaxing as a night flying training
programme was carried.out. It is quite a while since we have
had one and it seemed queer that the aircraft should be taking
off at night on anything else besides operations. One aircraft
carried out an H.2.3. exercise while three others completed a
"Bullseye" exercise and two others were engaged on practice
bombing.

A very busy day although it was spent in training.

tieather: Mainly cloudy with thunder during afternoon. Visibility
generally good. Wind light at first becoming westerly at five to
ten m.p.h.

Operations were laid on for today but it was notvsurprising when
they were scrubbed as the weather today has been really miserable.
Despite the weather four aircraft carried.out practice bombing

- on the local range and did a bit of air to air firing.

- Lectures were given in the individual sections and everyone

seemed to be quite busy. The Gumners had some more aircraft
recognition and turret manipulation exercises. ‘e are beginning
to think that we should have about the best gunners in Group but
training can never ve too intense.

The ground crew of "A" Flight seem to be in pretty good shape
today despite the Flizht Party they had last night. From reports
it is believed to have been a2 big success and was even sanctioned
by the officers of the Sguadron who were well representec.

ileather: IMainly cloudy with showers. Vind westerly at fifteen
to twenty mep.h. Visibility good but poor in showers.
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The Squadron was up bright and early this morning preparing
for operations that were scheduled for ten ofclock. At ten
o'clock fifteen aircraft took off to bomb CEZEMBRZE, and island
near St. Malo. The weather over the target was ideal as cloud
base was about 3000 ft., all bombinz took place below that
height. Results of the bombing appeared good. Our aircraft
"L" orbited twice about the target and reported an estimated
70/5 of the bombs fell within the target area. A number of
explosions were observed which appeared to be other than bomb
bursts and black smoke was seen in one instance to rise to a
height estimated at 300 ft. All crews attempted photographs.

A1l aircraft returned to base and from all reports it was a
good prang easily carried out. A good way to end a month of
such great activity.

HONOURS AND AWARDS — NIL

COMISSIONING

J.87759 P/O H.R. Collver, — Appointed to a commission wef 7.7
J.87796 P/O T.P. Mitchell " now " TeTe
J.88074 P/0 J.S.R.M. Bourdon " " ToTe
J.87787 P/0 J.R. Melnick " " 7.7

FEEFE

1/9/1L Weather: Showery at first, becoming fair. Wind westerly 10 to
- --15 mepshe - Visibility zood. Fifteen aircraft were laid on for
operations early today but the effort was finally scrubbed around
1430 hours. ‘

Flying training consisted of four cross—countries, one practice
bombing, one fighter affiliation and one aircraft on fighter
affiliation, air-to-air, and bombing combined.

Crews were required to sign a statement to the effect that they
would be in camp by 2359 hours nightly except those on standby,
who would naturally be confined to camp.

In the evening, a chicken dinner was given in the Airman's Mess
and was thoroughly enjoyed. After having the big feast, a dance
was held:l A.TOS.'A VeLoeEBelleS s and WeAAJFe!s being invited.

An early morning standby list was published around 2000 hours today.

2/9/1; Weather: Cloudy with continuous rain. iind northerly at fifteen
to twenty m.p.h. Visibility moderate.

Absolutely no flying was carried out today and it only took one
look out of the window to see why, although despite the weather,
crews were briefed at 0915 hours and the operation was postponed
from then to 1330 hours when it was finally scrubbed.

A parade was held in the hangar at 1330 hours and the Sguadron was
presented with a silver model Halifax aircraft by the Base
Comnander. The aircraft was given for two months without an
accident as another feather in our well-plumed hat.
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Weather: Fine at first, becoming cloudy with rain during
afternoon and eveningz. 'ind northerly at ten to fifteen me.p.h.
Visibility good. '

Today marked the Fifth Amniversary of the war and it was only
fitting &hat we should operate. Fifteen aircraft took off around
1530 hours to bomb VOLKE, an enemy airfield in Holland. Aircraft
attacked between 1730 and 1739 hours, dropping 41 x 1000 American
G.Ps, 138 x 500 G.P. fused tail instantaneous with good results
from 14000 to 15000 ft. HMain concentration was around T.I.'s

at runway intersection, with some scattered bombing to North.
Master Bomber's comments very good. All aircraft identified
target visually. Veather on tarzet three to four/tenths broken
cloud. No flak or fighter opposition on target. No fighters

on route. No flak. Just after take-off the weather closed in
here so all the aircraft landed away from base, aircraft "Y"

to Horth Creek and remainder to Swennington.

It was learned today that two of our gunners J.8786L P/O J.S.
illiamson and J.88209 P/O D.E. Porter found the aircraft
recognition contest between the Squadrons of the Group an easy
mark as they came through with flying colours. However, we are
sorry to say that they came second place in the grand final,
beaten only be a small margin by the A.T.C. boys.

‘leather: Rain at first, becoming cloudy. Vind light at first,
becoring westerly at ten to fifteen m.p.h. Visibility moderate.

Dismal weather this morning but it turned out fairly good around
noon. The aircraft that were diverted drom yesterday's operations
started to return to base around 1330 hours.

Flying training for the day consisted of three aircraft on
practice bombing, one on practice bombing and H«2.5. cross-~country.

The Ganners of the Squadron were given aircraft recognition by
the Base Gunmery Instructor.

A stand-by list for eighteen crews was issued at 1400 hours this
afternoon, presumably for early morning operations.

lleather: Cloudy with showers during afternoon. Uind lisht at
first, becoming south-westerly at five to ten m.p.h. Visibility
moderate.

In the morninz all available aircrew went to the Station Cinema
to see a picture on the prevention of Venereal Disease.

Flyinz training was carried out today in the form of cross—
countires with five aircraft participating.

The immediate award of the Distinguished Flying Cross was made to
J.24486 T/0 C. Penrose, J.85133 F7O HeDe Szlin end J.97910 P/O
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g.i. Smith today, a party in the mess is anticipated in the near
uture.

Word came through around 1700 hours tnat we would be called upon
for operations tomorrow morning.

tleather®s Cloudy with rain. ind northerly at five to ten m.p.h.
Visibility moderate.

Crews were briefed for today's operations in the morning but
briefing was postponed till 1330 hours. Tee target being LEMDEN,
with fifteen aircraft taking off around 1600 hours. A fighter
escort was provided and returning crews reported it as bang on.
Weather over the target was 10/10 cloud with bases at 16500 to
18000 ft. = visibility good. One or two crews reported thin

wispy cloud tops at 6000 ft. Some earlier crews saw T.I.!'s.

but majority were unable to see them for smoke and bombed visually.
Master Bomber heard by most crews, but his instructions were dif-
ficult to follow owing to dearth of T.I.'s. The bombing appeared
to be well concentrated in built up area and a large column of
smoke rose to 10000 ft. One large fire was seen at the head of the
docks, but smoke obscured further ground detail. Smoke generators
to .. were observed starting to operate, but as this was at zero
hour they were ineffective. Heavy flak was moderate. One sighting
of four twin-engined enemy aircraft was made in the target area,
but no combats are reported. All crews attempted photographs.

Weather: Cloudy with rain. Uind calm at first becoming northerly
at five to ten m.p.h. Visibility moderate.

Optimistic elements laid on a "Bullseye" for tonizht but it needed
more than optirism to compete with the dowmpour we experienced all
day long so the training was scrubbed. Ground lectures and
instruction was carried on in the various sections.

o flying was carried out today and there was nothing to report
on the Squadron.

Vieather: Mainly cloudy with rain. 'Hnd westerly at ten to fifteen
mep.h. Visibility good.

Although weather conditions did not look so promising, a large

and intensive training programme was carried out, twelve aircraft
talkdnz part. The exercises consisted of air to air firing, cross-
country, practice bombing, fighter affiliation and local flying.

A night flyinz training programme was scheduled for tonight and
preparations were well under way before it was scrubbed.

The Sguadron was favoured with a new Signals Leader in the form

of J.15430 F/L J.D. JOHNSTON DFC, who has completed one tour and
is now on his second.
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9/9/ld Weather: Fair to fine with northerly wind at ten to fifteen
mepshe Visibility good.

The Squadron was not called upon for operations today so training
was the main event of the day again. Fourteen aircraft became
airborne, these being employed on air to air firing, cross-country,
practice bombing, fighter affiliation and local flying.

Night training programme was arranged but scrubbed again today
due to weather conditions, much to the pleasure of everyone
concerned.

A standby list was issued in the evening in preparation for
operations in the morning.

10/9/Lh Weather: Fair to fine with a light wind at first becoming
north~westerly at five to ten m.p.h. Visibility good.

No operations this morning as anticipated but numerous training
schedules laid on consisting of fighter affiliation, air to air
firing, practice bombing, cross—countries and circuits and bumps.
In all, eleven aircraft participated in the exercises.

Zveryone was envious of our neighbours the "BISOHS" who had a
crack at operations tonight — must have been an easy 'do".

11/9/1d; iieather: TFair to fine. Good visibility.

At last we became airborne for operations. The target being

1- HAV-E and the aircrew gave vent to their pent-up feelings

on the gun emplacements there. Hineteen aircraft took off,
eleven not attaclking the target due to instructions from the
Haster Bomber to abandon the effort. Weather over the tarzet was
clear, visibility excellent and most crews were able to identify
the aiming point. At 0742 the Master Bomber was heard to give
the cease bombing call sign "CHATTERBOX" as a result of which
the elven brought back their bombs. Some of the remaining crews
orbited the target and later saw red and green T.I.'s descending
on the target area and then heard the iaster Bomber's instructlons
to bomb the T.I.'s which they proceeded to do. The target was
clearly marked with T.I.'s and the bombing carried out appeared
to be well concentrated on the markers. The ground defences

were nil and no enemy fighters were encountered. The crews that
bombed attempted photographs.

Although the aircraft were back to base by 1000 hours, most of
the crews went back to bed and things were pretty guiet during
the rest of the day. HNo flying training took place and very
little ground instruction was given. :
12/9/L4 eather: Fair to fine, cloudy in afternoon, good visibility.
Operations were scheduled for this afternoon, take-off being
around 1530 hours. The target being the HOZSCH-BENZIN Synthetic
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0il Plant at DORTMUND. Fourteen of our aircraft became
airborne and thirteen attacked the primary target, "K"
King returning early due to engine trouble. leather

over the target was clear of cloud with some haze,
visibility generally fair. Crews attacking early identified
visually and report that markers were bang on. MHMaster
Bomber was clearly heard. Bombing in the early stages of
the attack appeared to be well concentrated on the aiming
point. A large explosion and numerous fires were seen
developing accompanied by billows of black smoke. The
opinion of all crews is that this is a very successful
operation. Heavy flak was moderate to intense barrage
17000 to 20000 ft. HNo enemy aircraft sighted. All creus
attempted photographs.

Just after 1930 hours five more of our aircraft took off on
a MIWING operatione

13/9/L4 leather: Fine becoming cloudy with visibility moderate to
good, becoming poor late in evening.

The five aircraft that took off in MINING last night returned

to base around 0230 hours this morning. All aircraft brought

back their mines. Crews were briefed not to go below 10000 ft.
Ten~tenths cloud existed over the garden area although the

route in and out was comparatively cloud free with good

‘visibility. Flak from CLSO was moderate to intense in loose berrage
form. Other flak was experienced from island in CSLC FLOOD and

at flak position 58L0N 0720Z. No encounters took place. Mo
photographs were attempted.

Training today consisted of air to air firing, practice bombing,
H.2.5. cross—country and night practice bombing.

The weather was duff so no operations were scheduled for tonight.

14/9/Lk Jeather: Cloudy with drizzle and rain. Visibility moderate
to poore.

A typical cold misty Yorkshire morning but fortunately clearing up
around noon and becoming a warmish September day.

Thirteen aircraft were detailed to attack WILHEIMSHAVEK and took
off around 1600 hours. All aircraft returned early on orders from
group and no difficulties were encountered. Eleven jettisoned
their 2000 1lb. bomb and brought the rest of the load back, two
aircraft returned with their full bomb load.

15/9/4& YJeather: Cloudy with rain and fog. Fair in evening.

A great deal of activity this morning when we discovered that the
Squadron was called upon for operations tonight on two different
targets. The first being KIZL and the second a mining cffort.
Iittle time was available for flying traininz but the Gunners
manazed to spend a few hours at the SUTTON BANK firing range.
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Take—off for the bombing of KILL was around 2145 hours and
the mining take—~off was at approximately 1915 hours. HNone
of the aircraft returned before midnight from either of the
operations.

¥
Weather: Cloudy with rain and fog. Fair in evening. Good
visibility.

One aircraft employed on the mining sortie last night returned
around 0300 hours and one aircraft brought back its mines due

to the H.2+S. being U/S and visual identification was impossible
due to cloud. The other four aircraft dropped their mines. There
was 9/10ths low cloud on the target with tops at 5 to 6000 ft.

and heavy rain for most of the return journey. There was slight
to moderate heavy flak, mainly predicted but some barrage, all
around the port area. No searchlights were experienced and the
route was flak free. No fighters seen and all crews attempted
photographs.

Of the eleven aircraft detailed to attack KIEL, all aircraft bombed
their objective and returned around 0400 hours. There was nil to
slight thin transparent cloud on the target with good visibility.
The markers appeared to be well placed and backers-up were very
accurate achieving a good concentration of red T.I. Bombing at
the start of the attack appeared to be accurate, with a slight
tendency to undershoot. As the attack progressed a good many
fires were starting in a well defined area surrounding T.I.'s.
Known decoys were operating and dummy T.I. green were dropped on
track in to target, starting at Danish coast. Heavy flak over
target was moderate but mainly below our height band. Light flak
was slight in target area and on the canal to 18000 ft. Search-
lights were exposed in small cones exposed on canal. Fighter

activity was slight, mainly in target area and all crews attempted

photographs. :

Weather: Fair to fine. Visibility good.

Things started early this morning with sixteen aircraft winging
their way to BOULOGIE around seven o'clock. All aircraft attacked
the primary and returned to base safely. lieather over the target
was clear with good visibility. Zarly T.I.'s were evidently

short as the liaster Bomber was heard scrubbing them as our aircraft
made landfall. liost crews heard the Haster Bomber clearly. Crews
bombing early report a red T.I. on Aiming Point but there appeared
to be a tendency to bomb slightly short and to starboard of this
but with no serious over or undershooting. As the attack developed
accuracy of the marking was obscured by dust and smoke, but a good
bombing concentration was maintained. lajority of crews identified
visually but crews bombed T.I.'s on lMaster Bomber instructions.
About two batteries were firing heavy flak from CAP GRIS NZZ
inaccurate at 7/10000 fi. and there was slight heavy flak over the
targzet area to 7/8000 ft. All crews attampted photographs.

There was nothing doing during the afternoon as most of the
returning crews went to bed after interrogation.
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At night a "Bullseye" diversion effort was 1laid on, six
aircraft participating and .returning safely.

18/9/L4 Weather: Fine but fog at dawn. Visibility becoming good.

No operations scheduled for today so training programme was
laid ory with twelve aircraft carrying out the following exercises -
fighter affiliation, air to air firing practice bombing and circuits
and landings.

At night another training exercise on the local bombing range was
scheduled and completed, four aircraft participating.

A standby list was put out tonight for tomorrow's operations.
19/9/L4 Weather: Fog early, becoming cloudy, with moderate visibility.

A lazy day spent in standing by. Weather was duff as the
aerodrome was shrouded in fog most of the day. Only five
aircraft became airborne, four of them on H.2.5. cross—countries.
The Dart and Cribbage boards took an awful beating in the various
sections.

At evening, an ENSA show was held in the N.A.A.F.I. building but
as usual it turned out to be very "corny".

The only exciting incident of the day was a Lancaster from -
Middleton-St.~Georze that overshot the runway on landing and
ended up with its nose over the Great North Road. Apparently
}Middleton was fog-bound even worse than we were.

20/9/L Weather: Fog, becoming cloudy with rain, then fog again at
evening.

Although it looked really bad out for operations, we received
news in the morning that thirteen aircraft were needed to prang
CATATS. Despite weather conditions the aircraft took off around
1600 hours and 21l successfully reached the target and bombed,
landing away from base. The returning crews reported that the
effort was an easy one although there was some flak. Apparently
this operation was in aid of the Army who are trying to smash
their way into CALAIS and silence the guns that are still hurling
shells at DOVER.

Oranges were distributed to the various sections today, much to the
delight of all aircrew personnel. All aircraft were diverted to
Odiham.

The Squadron Bomb Aimers received a visit from the Group Bombing
Leader today and no comments were forthcoming.

21/9/44 Yleather: Foz at first, becoming fine with moderate visibility,
then cloudy in evening.

Nil flying today as the weather is still “duff". Aircraft that
landed away at ODIHAM yesterday returned to base this afternoon.
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In the evening a big party was held in the Officer's Mess —
other ranks are curious to know why so many lights were
needed to indicate where the paths and roads were situated.
outside of the less.

22/9/1k Weatheiz Fog and drizzle, becoming cloudy with rain.

Absolutely nothing to report today except that everyone is
becoming a little bored with the inactivity and the rain
experienced in the last two days.

A lovely break for the personnel that are under the weather
after last night's party.

23/9/&& Yeather: Fine with good visibility, becoming rainy in evening.

Although we were not called upon to supply anything for
operations it was good to see a few aircraft become airborne
on training flights and the weather lifting for awhile.

Twelve aircraft took part in Fighter affiliation, practice bombing,
air to air firing, H.2.5. cross—countries and local flying
exercises.

In the early evening an operation order was issued for an early
morning "do".

2L./9 /1y Wleather: Rain and moderate visibility, becoming showery in
evening. '

After such confusion the aircraft finally became airborne

around 1700 hours and not in the morning as anticipated.

The target again today was CALAIS to soften up the enemy
defences. Fourteen of the fifteen aircraft detailed dropped
their bombs on the primary target between 1849 and 1855 hours.
Cne aircraft jettisoned its load in the channel. ‘ileather over
target was fairly clear under 2000 ft. Visibility was good below
cloud with some haze. 1lost crews report hearinz the ldaster Bomber.
Crews bombed visually aided by the Master Bomber who was heard
.correcting misplaced T«.I.'s. Crews report red T.I.'s as being to
-port of aiming point and north of the canal. Ifaster Bomber ine
structed most crews to bomb to starboard of red T.I.'s and over-
shoot one second which may have assisted bombing accuracy. Fair-
sized explosion seen in target area. Three or four puffs of
heavy flak were seen and crews believe machine guns were being
usede. All aircraft carried cameras and. attempted photographs.

25/9/AA leather: Falr with excellent visibility. ifoderate south-
westerly wind.

Crews were roused from their beds early this morning for take-—off
around 1830 hours. For the third time in a row the target was
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CALAIS ground defences. Fifteen aircraft took off and
fifteen attacked the primary target. Weather over the
target was 4 to 6/10ths broken cloud from 3/5000 ft.
Visibility was good through gape. Master Bomber gave
basement at 5000 ft. well before aircraft reached the

target area but did not repeat his instructions eften
enough‘and some crews heard the order once only and others
not at all. Several orbits were necessary as a result.
Barly T.I. appeared to have fallen on the beach. A second
cluster short and to port of aiming peint but later clusters
were more accurate. Master Bomber directed bombing accordingly,
but considerable weight fell on the beach and short and to
port of the aiming point. No overshooting was reported.
Defences apparently consisted of about two heavy flak

- batteries on either side of the aiming point, firing faikrly

accurate predicted flak. Also there was spasmodic slight
inaccurate light flak. All crews attempted photographs.

In the afternoon there was very little doing as most of the
crews retired again in case of early operations tomorrow.

Jeather: Fair with excellent visibility. Moderate westerly
Wind .

Ho operations today so training was carried out. Fighter
affiliation, practice bombing, air to air firing, formation

lying and local flying took up the time of fourteen aircraft.
A night flying programme was laid on too, but this was scrubbed
in the late afternoon.

An operational order came out at 1800 hours for early morning
operations so crews were advised to retire good and early tonight.

leather: Slight occasional showers. Visibility excellent.
Wind moderate westerly.

Last night's warning of an early "do" today was only too true
and by eight o'clock twenty—one aircraft were winging their way
to STERKRADZ. A really big effort but it was met with ease by
the Squadron. Crews returned around noon and reported there was
9 — 10/10ths cloud over the North Sea and continent. Over target
area thore was the odd small break and tops were 8/12000 ft.
Visibility above cloud was unlimited. At about 11 hours liaster
Bomber ordered attack on alternative target as T.I. red cloud
not be seen. lost crews altered course for DUISBURG, but two
minutes later Haster Bomber said that T.I.'s were now visible
through a gap and ordered crews to return to primary but only
two crews definitely saw the T.I.'s. Although several saw and
bombed what they thought was the glow from T.I.'s, other crews
returned to the alternative and bombed that area. Several creus
report bombing large plants which are unideantified but in the
STORERADT area, with some success as a large explosion was
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was reported. Heavy flak was moderate in loose barrage in
vicinity of targets with intense spots south of primary between
16000 and 20000 ft. No enemy fighters. All crews attempted
photographs.

A standhy list was put out in the afternoon for early morning
operations, and the returning crews gladly went back to bed.

At night one aircraft took part in a night practice bombing
exercise at the local bombing range.

lleather: Fine, visibility excellent. !ind light to moderate
westerly.

Although we were ready to operate early this morning, take-off
was not until around 1630 hours when nineteen aircraft took off
to bomb CAP-GRIS-NZZ and enemy troop position area. All aireraft
reached the target area but returned without attacking on
instructions of Master Bomber. Weather over the target area

was 9/10ths cloud with bases from 2500 to 3000 ft. Considerable

"haze and poor visibility. No fighters were seen.

The only other flying chalked up for today was a local air-test.
A1l bombs were brought back from this operation.

{Jeather: Fine to fair with excellent visibility. 'ind moderate
south-westerly.

o flying today at all so the tims hung. heavily. Ground instruction
was given and proved very beneficial.

 Flight Iieutenant, H. Fogg, DFC DFll, our Navigation Leader gave

the pilots of the Sguadron a lecture on navigational procedure,
an excellent way to keep the boys on their toes during the slack
period.

A standby list was put out for tomorrow.

Weather: Fine with excellent visibility. Wind light to moderate
south-westerly.

CAN.J5166 A/i1/C S.i. BRYSOH, our Commanding Officer was screened
today and was succeeded by CAWN.J10133 A/i/C V.F. GANDZRTON, DIC,
an ex—merber of the Squadron. A/17/C GANDIRTON completed his first
operational tour with us, having been posted from 1 C.T.U. on the
twenty—Ffirst of January, 1943 and staying with us till the 6th of
December, 1943 when he was posted to Hels 6 (RCAF) Group for staff
duties.

o flying was carried out today, a very disappointing way to

round off the month after the large mumber of operations thet
e have completed lately.
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Weather: Fine. Excellent yvisibility with brisk north-
westerly wind.

Although the Squadron was on standby today, a training
programme was scheduled and carried out. Four aircraft

took part in an air-to-air firing and practice bombing
exercisé. Six aircraft part1c1pated in an He2.5. cross—
country and did practice bombing on their return. At

night, eight more aircraft took off on H.2.5. cross—countries
and practice bombing combined.

CAN.J.8167 F/L W.P. SCOTT and crew left today for No. 426
(R.C.A.F. Squadron, having completed nearly thirty operational
sorties with us. Here's hoping he brings up the LINTON boys to
427 Squadron standards.

little else to report for today except that the day and night
flying kept everyone on their toes and it was not unusual to
hear crews praying for operations again.

Weather: Fine to fair. Excellent visibility with brisk south- .
westerly wind.

All day long the sky around the aerodrome was filled with cork-
screwing Halifaxes, fighters, and various forms of formation
flying. Yes indeed, training ruled the day. Five aircraft carried
out a practice bombing, fighter affiliation and air to air firing
exercise. In the afternoon nine aircraft participated in Formation
Flying. At night, six more aircraft reaped revenge on the sheep
around SNAPE bombing range. No casualties were reported though.
Fearfully, the rest of the boys awaited their turn and in the
meantime prayed sincerely for an operation.

Weather: Occasional showers with moderate north-westerly w1nd.
Bxcellent visibility.

It is known for a fact that there is such a thing as being "flak-
happy™ but we are beginning to wonder if there is another called
"training~-happy", as again today the Squadron was out in full force
on practice exercises.

During the day, fighter affiliation, practice bombingz, air to air
and cross—countries were carried out, at night, while other
Squadrons were confined to German and Dutch targets, nine of our
aircraft blasted BRISTOL with the new top secret weapon. All
returned safely but very aggravated with the numerous searchlights
experienced.

In the evening, our Hangar was turned into a Roller Skating rink

by the Y.i.C.A. and personnel with enough courage enjoyed a

chilly time whirling around the cement floor to the music supplied
by a warlitzer.
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Weather: Occasional showers, becoming fair. | Good visibility
with fresh northerly wind.

The day started out with six aircraft on stand-by for possible
gardening operations. This operation did not prevent the
scheduled flying training programme from taking place though,
and durfing the morning and afternoon nine aircraft carried out
cross—country exercises.

At approximately 1830 hrs., six aircraft took off on a mining
operation, our first operational flying for the month.

Besides the mining "do" tonight, three of the newer crews were
employed on night cross—countries, piling up an impressive
flying training figure for the day.

Weather: Fine during day, foggy at night. Visibility good
becoming poor.

Crews from last night's mining operation returned around two
o'clock in the morning. They reported weather over target was
excellent with very good visibility and no cloud. Winds were
light and variable. Visual identification of mining area was
made in all cases. Light to intense heavy flak, both predicted
and in barrage form was encountered over the target area bursting
from 11000 to 12,500 ft. Also some light flak was experienced.
Batteries of four to six heavy flak guns were observed at 5843N
0730Z. No opposition from flak was encountered on route. No
enemy fighters were seen. No combats. All crews attempted
photos. One of our aircraft "E" MZ.756 piloted by J.8773 S/L
W.R. Moseley~liilliams failed to return from this operation, the
other five aircraft dropped their mines and returned to base.

Early in the morning aircraft were warming up to carry out a sea-
search to look for "E" and although twenty-two aircraft were used,
no trace was found of the crew. Very little activity during the

day.

Jeather: Foggy becoming fair with poor visibility becoming good.
Wing light and variable.

Five aircraft employed on local flying including circuits and
bumps and test flights.

Training programme was scrubbed for operations - a maximum effort.
Everyone hurried to complete their inspections on time and before
five o'clock twnety-two aircraft were on their way to DORTHUND.

One aircraft returned early due to the Starboard-outer engine being
unserviceable. No weather difficulties were encountered on the way
to the target. Over the target area it was clear with unlimited
visibility and no clouds. Some early crews report a slight ground
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haze which partially obscured the red T.I.'s at the commence-
ment of the attack. P.F.F. was one to three minutes late.
Some fair sized explosions were seen with oilly and greyish
black smoke commencing to rise. Large explosions with
yellowish-red flames were also observed. Heavy and light
flak encountered. A few searchlights were active over the
target area but proved to be quite ineffective. Fighters
were numerous. Tactics appeared effective but most crews
found briefed speeds excessive. All crews attempted photo-
graphs. All aircraft returned safely. The one early return
MZ2291 landed at Base, remaining 21 aircraft were diverted to
Bury St. Edmonds.

7/10/ 1 Weather: Cloudy with dirzzle at midday and at night. Visibility
moderate to poor. Wind moderate north-easterly.

Nothing doing today as aircraft returned from diversion. No
flying training programme carried out.

Everyone concerned was full of talk about their diversion to
the Yankee Aerodrome. The motto there seemed to be "a jeep for
every crew". Captains had a hard time dragging their crew
members away from the Mess Hall as the coffee was superb and
the meals unbelievable.

Our aircraft "N" NAN piloted by F/Lt G. SLOCOMBZ gave our allies
a wonderful demonstration on the abilities of a Helifax in a
power-dive and shoot-up.

8/10/&4 Weather: Cloudy with drizzle becoming fair in evening. Visibility
poor in drizzle, becoming good.

Today was really a "duff" one so sections buckled down to a spot
of ground training. Two conferences were held but nothing
materialized, not even a possible flying training programnme.

The Padres on the station reported a highly successful day as
most personnel turned out to church services - something very
unusual.

9/10/L, ' Weather: Cloud with visibility moderate to good.
The weather lifted over night so an early morning training
programme was carried out which consisted of cross—countries and
practice bombing.
The afternoon training schedule was cancelled for operations and

by 1730 hrs., fifteen aircraft were on route to BOCHUM. All
returned between 2300 and 2400 hours., and reported visibility
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over target fair to good. Most aircraft identified by

skymarkers but a majority were able to bomb on the Red T.I.'s.
These are reported to have been fairly well concentrated but

their relation to the Aiming Point is not clear. Skymarking

was good, although at time the flares were meagre and scattered.

A few s&archlights .exposed ineffectively. Numerous fighter flares
were seen and both twin-engined and single—engine enemy aircraft
were sighted over target and on route home. All crews attempted
photographs.

Weather: Cloudy with drizzle. Visibility moderate but fog
late in day.

No flying today so amid the groans of the "operational types" the
Section leaders passed the time poinding more "“gen" into crews.
Afternoon was very inactive except for a vigorous post mortem on
the trip yesterday.

Bags of disguises coming to light as the representative starting
canvassing for the Seventh Canadian Victory Loan.

Weather: Cloudy with foz followed by rain and drizzle.
Visibility poor becoming moderate.

Grounded again today by fog, rain and what-have-you. A golden
opportunity for the high-pressured bonds salesmen.

Fourteen crews on stand-by - everyone wondering what they are
standing by for.

Nothing else to report for today except that a warning was given
out that there may be an early morning effort.

Jeather: Cloudy with general rain and showers. Visibility good.
OPZRATIONS AT LAST!!!

Fourteen crews were dragged out of bed for an early morning visit

to the oil plants at WANNE EICKEL. Take-off was around 0730 hrs.
Crews experienced light scattered cloud over target which was
obscured by smoke very early in attack and the majority bombed

in relation to Pickwick on instructions of the Master Bomber.

Others were able to identify T.I.'s and bombed them also on iaster
Bomber's instructions. Bombing was fairly well concentrated although
some scattered sticks were noted. Flak over target was moderate

to intense. Only a few enemy fighters were sighted.

Another operation looked evident around late afternoon but the‘
weather man or somebody took pity on us.
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Weather: Fair to cloudy at first continuous rain later.
Visibility moderate.

Friday the thirteenth today!! It is surprising to note how
many people are acutally influenced by superstitions. Only
one persen, F/L DU VERNET a navigator, seemed anxious to
operate today and he explained this by the fact that he was
born on Friday 1l3th.

No operations, developed, however, as the weather fronts chased
each other around the country.

The sale of Victory Bonds still continued.
Twenty crews on standby for early morning operations.

Weather: Cloudy with rain, becoming fair to cloudy with
showers. Visibility good.

Yesterday's stand by list came to life in the small hours

of this morning when twenty crews were called and fed for
briefing at 3:15 AM. The crews took off between 0545 and 0630
hrs., the target being DUISBURG. The kites returning around
noon reported that on arrival at target, DUISBURG was covered
with lO/lOths cloud. The lMaster Bomber was clearly heard by
all crews and first directed them to bomb markers followed
almost immediately by instructions to bomo any built up arez.
Intense heavy flak mainly on the northern aiming points was
seen and at DUISBJURG proper moderate heavy flak was reported.
There was no enemy fighter activity and any losses are attributed
to heavy flak. All crews attempted photographs.

Fresh as daisies after five hours' sleep the crews were called
out again for operations. Briefing at 1830 hours and take-off

. was around 2230 hrs. to give DUISBURG another going over, eighteen

aircraft participating.

Yeather: Cloudy at first becominz fine late in day. Some
slight rain at first. Visibility moderate becoming poor late
in day.

Crews returned from the attack on DUISBURG around 10400 hrs. this
morning and reported that the weather over the target was good
with thin patchy cloud or haze ranging from five to ten thousand
feet. Visibility was good. Fires were seen for as far as 120
miles away on the homeward route. Flak defences were slight to
moderate. Searchlights were active but ineffective. Several
single engine enemy fighters were seen but no action resulted.
A11 crews attempted photographs.
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Everyone got into bed as soon as possible and slept till noon
when the call came through again for aircraft to bomb Germany.

Ten were detailed and briefing was held at 1430 hours. Take-

off was at 1700 hrs. and the target — WILHEIMSHAVEN. All the
aircraft returned to this country landing at HORSHAM ST. FAITH,

an American aerodrome. Cloud was 10/10ths over the target
although it was thin enough to permit identification of the

T.I.'s which were scattered over the town. The scattered T.Is.
caused some scattered bombing but it is thought that concentration
improved late in the attack. Cloud conditions brought most of the
crews down from their briefed bombing heights some breaking cloud
at 13,000 to 15,000 ft. but at such speed as to preclude accuracy
in bombing. Defences were slight to moderate inaccurate flak with
no searchlights. Results generally were not clearly observed.

A1l crews attempted photographse.

Weather: Fine at first becoming fair. Rain during morning and
afternoon. Visibility poor. Wind south-—easterly veering
northerly.

The weather man let loose with all he had today with the result
that the station looked like a morgue and the diverted aircraft
had to stay put. After the way operations have been flowing in
the last few days a rest like this is more than welcome.

Yle trust our boys are holding their own at HORSHAIl ST. FAITH in
so far as tall tales are concerned as they more than likely will
be listening to quite a few from our friends the YAIKS.

A wonderful day to dust off the writing pad and get caught up on
one's correspondence.

Weather: Cloudy with slight rain at noon. Fair to fine later.
Visibility good becoming moderate. !lind south-westerly at ten

~ to fifteen m.p.h.

The morning was spent in awaiting diverted aircraft to return to
base, eight returned. In the afternoon a lecture was held by the
Station Air Sea Rescue Officer for some crews.

The Group Bombing Leader paid the Bombing Section a visit today.

"J" JOHHNY piloted by our Commanding Officer, H/C VeFe GANDERTON
DFC was unsble to return from diversion due to engine failure.

Rumours are rampaent that some crews are going to lose their points
for VANNZE ZICKEL on lQ.lO/AA due to not having accurate photozraphs.
This suggestion is met with great diseporoval as the target was
heavily defended by heavy flak.

Squadron was stood dowm all day. Six aircraft laid on for training
at 0930 hrs. tomorrow.
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Weather: Mainly cloudy. Visibility good. Wind north~
westerly at fifteen to twenty m.p.h. at first, becoming south-
easterly light.

Training in the morning as detailed last night. More training
for aftgrnoon although the Squadron has been called upon for
operations. Iighteen aircraft detailed but effort was later
scrubbed due to weather conditions.

W/C V.F. GANDERTON, DFC, our Commanding Officer, returned from
WOODBRIDGE in the Oxford flown by F/O W.J. BROWN & F/O E.C. MAYO.

Standby list issued for early morning operations, maybe!

Weather: lManily cloudy. Visibility good. Wind north-westerly
at 15 to 20 m.p.h. at first becoming south-easterly light.

At 0230 hrs this morning, sleepy-headed aircrew could be seen
groping their way out into the bush for and operational breakfast.
After getting their beans and egg well tucked in, crews wended
their way back to bed.

An idle day ensured and the only activity noticeable was the Roller
Skating held in the Hangar in the evening.

Vleather: Cloudy with continuous rain during morninz. Visibility
good at first becoming moderate. 1ind south—casterly at five to
twenty m.p.h.

It rained hard enough all day to forestall even briefing for an
operation. Intelligence used the afternoon to put the aircrew up
to date on how to do a war-time tour of the Reich. Lectures of
this type are always welcome.

. Bven flying training was forgotten today due to the weather.

Yleather: Cloudy with fog at first becoming cloudy with occasional
drizzle. Visibility poor at first becoming moderate. I1'ind
northerly at five to ten me.p.h.

The day started out with a big panic as two operations were laid
on. One a bombing effort and other mining. Briefing was held at
1445 hrs and no sooner was it over than the big “scrub" came
through cancelling both trips.

Oranges were distributed to the Sections again today.

A big dance was held at the station tonight amd tje A.T.S. and W.Ds.
were "imported" for the affair. A zood time was had by all and the
disappointment of the scrub this afternocon was soon forgotten in
the merry activities of the evening.
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22/10/ 14, Weather: Cloudy with moderate to poor visibility. Wind
light northerly backing to light south~easterly.

Having had no operations for exactly a week, even a mining
do was welcomed today. As usual the bombing efforts were
scrubbegd and the armourers got out their liniment before
debombing and re-mining. Everyone agrees that the armourers
should be given some special mention for the wonderful job
of work they have been doing.

Take-off was around 1600 hours and the "miners" successfully
completed their mission and diverted to LOSSIIMOUTH, where they
landed around 2200 hours. Weather over the target ranged from
deven to ten-tenths strata cumulus cloud with tops from 4 to 10,000
ft. Visibility was fair. Flak activity was very slight with a
few brusts noted from ANHOLT ISLAND and the vicinity of AALBORG.
Searchlight activity around AALBORG was negligible. No enemy
fighters were seen. No combats. Crews equipped with caneras
attempted photographs. All 10 aircraft diverted to LOSSIZEOUTH.

23/10/&4 Weather: Rain at first becoming fine with poor visibility at
first becoming excellent. UWind moderate easterly.

Aircraft returning from diversion were greeted with the news

that briefing for a night op was due to start, however, many of
them had time for a quick meal. As usual the armourers were
holding the bag and deserve great credit for getting the aircraft
from diversion bombed up in time for take off which was around
1630 hrs. Nineteen aircraft took off to bomb ESSEH. All crews
report 10/10th layered cloud at target with tops of lower layer
from 6 to 10,000 ft. iHost crews bombed green sky merkers. Ko
assessment of results is possible. Bombing headings varied very
slightly and several crews reported good concentration of aircraft
at bombing times. Flak was slight to moderate and ineffective to
bombinz heizhts. Searchlights could not pierce cloud. A1l crews
attempted photozraphs.

24,/10/1; leather: Intermittent rain. Cloudy with moderate visibility.
17ind moderate northerly.

This morning was a very dull one and the last thing one would
expect was operations but sure enoush seventeen aircraft were
detailed with briefing at 1400 hrs. The operation was scrubbed
though due to fogzg.

flothing else to report as personnel had a well earned rest in the
afternoon. Good business was reported at the "locals" in the
evening.

25/10/4L eather: Fair with fog at dawn and dusk. Visibllity moderate
during day with light variable wind.

e d/170



26/10/ 1,

27/10/L

28/10/14

- 170 -

Operations laid on and after various changes in time and

route we managed to get off after dimner - which consisted of
sandwiches and coffee. The target was the synthetic oil plants
at HOMBERG in the RHUR. Take off being around 1300 hrs, and
nineteen aircraft took part. All the aircraft bombed and
returned safely. Weather over target was 10/10ths cloud with
tops ranging from 5 to 8000 ft. Visibility was clear above.
Aircraft appeared fairly well concentrated over the area but

due to cloud conditions bombing would seem to have been
scattered. Slight to moderate heavy flak bursting from 15

to 19000 ft. was encountered in the target area. P.F.F. marking
was meagre in the earlier stages of the attack and appeared late
in starting. As the attack progressed the sky marking became
more plentiful but crews report great difficulty in seeing green
flashes by day against a background of cloud. No enemy fighters
were encountered. All crews attempted photographs.

Weather: Fair with rain after dusk. Visibility poor becoming
moderate. 'Wind south—easterly moderate.

In the morning a detail of gunners was sent to SUTTON BANK for
practice firing.

Today marked the last day of the Victory Loan Drive and Sections
put forth a splendid last minute effort that put the sales away
beyond our target.

A false alarm for operations caused a small shori-lived panic
but at least provided someway to keep the boys on their toes.

An extra good IUSA show was put on at the NAAFI tonight.
Dancing and Roller Skatingz also helped to soothe frayed operational
nerves.

leather: Fine with excellent visibility. ¥ind moderate south-—
westerly.

' Training flizhts carried out this morning. Operations were laid

on for nineteen aircraft but the effort was later scrubbed. The

. weather was exceptionally good and it is believed that it is just

as well we didn't go as it looked like a long stooge and there is
a lovely moon out these nights.

Several of the pilots were called out to drop Wenganui flares over
the channel tonight, thus breaking the monotony of no operations.

“jeather: Shouery with poor visibility at dawn improving to
good. ‘ind moderatc southerly.
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Things started to happen fast this morning as the Squadron

was called upon for operations. 'e supplied fifteen aircraft

and these took off after 1230 hours till 1330 hrs., the terget
being COLOGNE. One aircraft "J" Johnny piloted by J.26757 F/O
Gelle TEGERDINE returned early due to starboard inner engine
being u/s and inability to maintain height. The remaining fourteen
attacked the primary and returned safely. Weather over target
was from nil to 3/10ths cloud and excellent visibility. Moderate
to intense flak being predicted accurate and in barrage form.

The target was visually identified and some crews bombed on the
T.Is. and others on the smoke and bomb bursts as instructed by
the Master Bomber. HNumerous fires seen well under way. Large
explosions seen. No enemy fighters were sighted.

Weather: Fine with good visibility. Wind northerly and light.
Fair to cloudy.

Everyone is talking about our aircraft "K" that caught fire last
night. When the armourers were carrying out their inspection some
incendiaries that were hung up fell to the ground and ignited.

The kite was enveloped in flames and to add to the incident the
petrol bowser was alongside filling No. 2 tank on the Port Side.
Only through great presence of mind shown by CPL CHAF:AN, a rigger
and CPL HALL, the bowser driver, was the bowser saved. Both
these H.C.0s. acted immediately with complete disrezard to their
ovm safety.

A fairly large flyin; training programme was carried out during
the day and consistinz of aim. bombing, fighter affiliation and
air firing.

teather: lginly fair with foz at dawn. Visibility mainly moderatc.
ifind 1light to moderate northerly.

Today started early with breakfast a 0530 hrs. and main briefing
at 0700 hrs. The effort was postponed though owing to poor
visibility on the deck and main briefing was held again at 1530
hrs. Zighteen aircraft took off to bomb COLOGIZ. The target was
obscured by 10/10ths cloud with tops at 10/12,000 fi. and
visibility above the cloud was good. Iiost crews checked position
by gee om the run-up and estimated that the llanzanul flares were
well positioned. A good concentration of red green and white
skymarkers were in position for the duration of the wave. A
steady glow developed which could be seen through the cloud by
later crews. No assessment of results is possible. All crews
attempted photographs. Alrcraft "T" HPOLY was a non-starter on
this operation.

lleather: Fair to cloudy with occasional showers. .Visibility
moderate to good. Uind light northerly. ‘

Very little activity this morning as aircraft came in from
yesterday's diversion. No word of operations as yet.
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At noon a few aircraft took off on practice exercises which
made up our total flying effort for today.

There were rumours tonight of an early morning do but everyone
is hoping that it is not too early.

1/11/14 Weather! Cloudy with good visibility. Wind northerly at ten
to fifteen m.p.h.

Operations today - word came through in the morning and sixteen
aircraft were detailed. Briefing was held at 1500 hours and

around 1600 hours sixteen aircraft took off to bomb OBERHAUSEN.
Thin stratus cloud over target varied from 3/10ths to 10/10ths

with tops from five to ten thousand ft. with good to excellent
visibility. Red and yellow llanganui flares were estimated visually
and by H.2.5. to be accurately placed whilst green markers appeared
about + mile to starboard. All crews bombed skymarkers except

one which bombed visually on fires. A fair concentration of
incendiaries and many fires in the target area were reported by
crews. Orange explosions were seen. Slight to intense heavy flak
over the target area. Searchlights were ineffective due to cloud.
Fighter reaction occurred mainly in an area between 0500 and 0600
Degrees Zast on the homeward route. Photographs attempted.

2/11/LL ileather: Fair to cloudy with moderate visibility. Uind light
northerly.

Operations again scheduled today for sixteen aircraft. 3Sriefing
at 1330 hours. Target — DESSELDORF. Fifteen aircraft attacked
the objective, one returned early due to engine trouble. All
others landed at base except "V piloted by F/O WAGAR which landed
at Swinderby.

Returning crews reported weather over the target was nil to 5/10ths
‘cloud with tops at 3000 to 8000 ft. Visibility was fair to excel-
lent, sky and ground marking appeared to be well concentrated and
as attack progressed moved from south to east and west of the

target area, appearing to be directing bombing from area already
burning well. Three large explosions were reported. Defences
approaching and over the target area consisted of moderate to

- intense flak in barrage form bursting at own heights and below.
Many searchlights were exposed and were slightly effective. Some
coning was observed but of short duration. Lnemy fighters were
moderately active from the target area to 50251 04005 on homeward
route. All aircraft attempted photographs.

Oranges were distributed to the various aircrew sections today.

3/11/&4 Weather: Rain at first becoming cloudy with good visibility.
- Vind light south—easterly at first becoming north-westerly at
ten to fifteen m.p.h.

Flying training consisted of four cross—countries plus fighter
affiliation, air to air firing and practice bombing. Ten aircraft
participated on these exercises.
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No operations were scheduled today although the weather looked
0.X%.

There was little else doing on the Squadron today.

Jeathed: Fine becoming cloudy with rain during early afternoon.
Visibility good. Wind south-westerly at ten to fifteen m.p.h.

Word came through this morning for operations. Briefing was at
1,30 hours and sixteen aircraft took off around 1700 hours to
bomb BOCHUMY. All aircraft returned to base except "C" piloted by
F/O ROBERTS which landed at WOODBRIDGE.

Returning crews reported cloud at target nil to A/IOths with tops
about 3000 to 4LOOO feet with visibility hazy to good. Little

visual ground identification was possible but red and green TeIse
were clearly visible and apparently well placed. Spoof sky markers
were seen by nearly all crews and are reported to have attracted

some flak. Bombing generally appeared excellent and was concentrated
in the well marked area. Large explosions seen in the target area.
Defences were moderate with heavy flak co-operating in some instances
with searchlights which were unable to hold coned aircraft, other-
wise flak was in barrage form. Fighter flares were seen but only
two or three sightings were reported. All crews attempted photo-
graphs.

Veather: Fair becoming fine with good visibility. iind south-
westerly at twenty to twenty-five me.p.h.

No operations scheduled for today, crews participating in last
night's "do" sleeping in late this morning.

A little flying training with one H.2.S. Cross—country and two
local flying exercises. No other flying today. '

A stand-by list was puﬁlup but not used. A very zood chance for
a rest.

Weather: Fair to cloudy with rain during evening. Visibility
good. iind south~westerly at twenty to thirty m.p.h.

Briefingz was at 0915 hours for operations. Take-off was around
1200 hours with sixteen aircraft to attack GILSZNKIRCHZN in
daylight.

Returning crews reported that the target was obscured by from
5/10ths to 10/10ths cloud with tops about 10,000 ft. with fair

to good visibility. One or two crews reported seeing red and green
T.Is. but as they were on the near edge of a cloud shelf could not
be bomnbed. ilaster Bomber gave the code word to all crews to bomd
any built up area. Three or four crews bombed the primary on Gee
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but the majority bombed targets of opportunity in the

vicinity of GELSENKIRCHEN where cloud was nil to 5/10ths.
Mrecraft concentration into target was considered very good
but was of course spoiled when bombing became scattered.
Fighter bpposition was nil and flak was generally slight to
moderate, inaccurate and scattered. No assessment of results
is possible. All crews attempted photographs. "A" — piloted
by F/O J. HARDY returned early on three-engines. "O" - piloted
by P/O THOMSON landed at LINTON.

Flying training for today consisted of one aircraft carrying
out H.2.5. cross—country.

7/11/1., lJeather: Fair. Occasional showers. Visibility good. Win
westerly at twenty to thirty m.p.h.

No operations scheduled for today so five aircraft carried out
a map-reading exercise successfully.

Standby list was issued but scrubbed later in the day due to
weather conditions.

8/11/44 lieather: Cloudy with good visibility. UWind westerly at five
to ten m.p.h.

Six aircraft were detailed for miningz but the effort was
scrabbed around four ofclock after briefing was held. No
flying training today.

The "Black Out" show put on by the R.C.A.F. has made a hit on
the Station. It is great to-have a2 little first class enter-
tainment for a change.

ord came throuzh about six o'clock for nineteen aircraft for an
early morning operation but was scrubbed around nine o'cloclit.

9/11/14, lieather: Fine with good visibility. 'ind north-westerly at
ten to fifteen m.p.h.

lyinz training prograane scheduled today so six aircraft

arried out a sim. bombing exercise, while six others took
art in a2 night Cross—country and Fighter Affiliatica combined.

0 4

o]

o)

Cperations were scheduled bat scrubbed later oon.

Sqguedron Leader Hl.5. STRANGE, D30, our “3" IFlizht Commender was
screened today. S/L STRANGE won the confidence of all Sguadron
menbers by his fine qualities of leadership and his great personal
interest in the welfare and work of his crews. UYe are indeed
sorry to see him zo and know that the Sguadron has lost a very
valuable member in "“HANIZEM.
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Jeather: Mainly cloudy with good visibility. Wind north-
westerly at ten to fifteen me.p.h.

Activity began on camp this morninz at 0700 hours when the

"Tannoy" blared forth with the Pay Parade announcement. At
0930 hohrs a lecture was held at the Station Cinema for the
aircrew of both Squadrons on "Secuirty".

Only one aircraft became airborne during the morning, this
carrying out local flyinz.

In the afternoon, four practiced bombing at the local range.

A battle order was issued during the afternoon indicating an
early morningz detail.

A poppy sale was held on the Station today.

Weather: Cloudy with slight rain eariy. Visibility moderate
to zgood. Wind lisht and variable.

Operations today!! Six aircraft employed on mine leying duties
with take—-off around 1500 hours. All returned safely to base.

Returning crews reported good weather with broken cloud and

some sea haze. Visibility was fair. All crews cleim to have
laid their mines in the z2llotted areas. Very slizht heavy flak
tarrage was reported over targzet area. Lizht flak wes negligible
on routec. o searchlights. The city itself was reported as
brilliantly lizhted. 1o enemy fighters were seen. All crews
attempted photogzraphs.

tieather: Cloudy with rain durinz afternoon and eveninz.
Visibility moderate with light variable wind.

No operations today so flying traininz programme coasisting of
ten aircraft took place instead. Ixerciscs consisted of fighter
affiliation, air to air firing, practice bombing and loceal flying.
Ho night flying although a detail was scheduled. At least the
rain has some good points. A really miserable day.

Yeather: lainly cloudy with moderate rain cduring eveninge.
Visibility moderate with lizht wind, becoming north-westerly at
12 to 12 m.p.h.

o operations agzain today and more training with nine alrcreaft
participatinz. A morning schedule was scrabbed due to weather
conditions.

Two crews went to RIPCH on wet dinshy drill exercises.
O T

The Group Bombinz Leader paid a visit to the Sguadron in the
afternoon.
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Yeather: Mainly cloudy with intermittent rain and showers.
Visibility moderate with northerly north-west to easterly north—east
wind at ten to fifteen m.p.h. falling to five to ten m.p.h.

o operations. Two aircraft on map-reading exercise consisted
of the'day's flying.

Navigators and Bomb Aimers were lectured on mine laying by
Flight Lieutenant A.J.F. CLARK, DFC our Squadron Bombing Leader.
Apparently we will be doing a little more mining in the future.

The most appropriate way to describe today is "RATN, RATN, RAIN."

Yeather: ilainly cloudy with showers of sleet and rain. Visibility
moderate with a northerly north-west .wind at five to ten m.p.h.

Although the Squadron was not called upon for operations we
were far from being inactive. Instead 2ll sections worked
earnestly to chalk up nineteen flying training sorties for

-the day consistinz mostly of map reading.

eather: ilainly cloudy with local showers to 1800, then fine
to fair. Visibility moderate with wind mainly northerly at
five to ten m.p.h., failing light.

Zveryone thanicful today as word came throuzh for opsrations.
Fourtsen zirerelt tool off to bomb JULICH. A1l returned safel;,
with "2" piloted by F/O Bell landing away at WOODBRIDZ:. Cloud

in the target area ranged from 3 to 7/lOths with tops from 5 to 8000
ft. but the immediate Aiming Point was clear. Visibility was ree-
ported from poor to zood with some haze. All crews who attacked

the primary bombed either on visual identification or by the aid

of T.Is. There was much smoke over the Aiminz Point with one

- colum risinz to 10,000 ft. ilarkers appeared to be accurately

placed but were quickly obscured by smoke. The majority of crews
report that the liaster Bomber was not heard clearly and it would
appear that the enemy was attempting to jam our transmission.
Slight to moderate heavy flak in barrage form was encountered over
the target. Crews who orbited reported slizht predicted heavy flak
on second run over the Aiming Point. Slight predicted heavy flak
was also present at 5057W. 16255. One aircraft was damaged by
heavy flak. o enemy fighters seen. All crews attempted photo-
graphs.

Weather: Cloudy to overcast with rain and drizzle during morning
and fog duringz the evening. Visibility moderate to poor. Vind
south south—easterly at five to ten m.p.h.

An operation list was put out early this morning for sixzteen
crews. BHarly call was at O440 hours. Briefing was at 0515
hours. At 0700 hours the operation was scrubbed. Zveryone
returned to their beds till noon.

The weather really closed in for the rest of the day and even
the local birds failed to become airborae.
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18/11/44 Weather: Mainly cloudy with rain and drizzle from 1800
and foz forming at 2130 hrs. Visibility moderate to good
during day, becoming poor at dusk. Wind mainly south-westerly
at ten to eighteen m.p.h. becoming five to ten mepPohe.

Operati%ns today. Fourteen aircraft took off around 1200

hours to attack MUNSTER. All returned safely. Returning

crews reported lO/lOths cloud with tops around 10,000 ft.,
although it had been clear to within 10 miles of the target.
Visibility above the cloud was good. Haster Bomber gave a time
check at H.15 and then Code work, following which he instructed
that skymarkers be bombed. Host crews heard him clearly,
others reported jamming. HMarking generally appeared to be
split with green skymarkers to starboard and reds to port a
half mile apart. Bombing followed the marking and two con-
centrations of aircraft ensured. Green skymarkers are reported
to have dropped before reds. It was impossible to assess
results but it is considered that they would not be better
than moderate. Defences were nil and no enemy aircraft were
seen. All crews attempted photographs.

19/11/44 eather: Cloudy to overcast with rain and drizzle during the
morning and late evening.

Visibility poor in the early morning becoming moderate with
wind mainly south south-easterly at five to ten MeDelle

Operations scheduled today but scrubbed at 1LL5 hours. It
looked like a long effort as the overload tanks werc being
used. Weather lousy again so the day dragged on. HNothing
else to report. -

20/11/44 Jeather: Overcast with continuous rain till early afternoon,
becoming cloud. Visibility moderate. 'Wind mainly northerly -
at ten to twenty-five m.p.h.

Operations today for nineteen aircraft. Bveryone keyed up after
a lecture given by the Commanding Officer rezarding hang-ups and
the consequences of bringing them back. Believe it or not th
crews were actually glad the operations was scrubbec. :

At night, 2 boxing tournament was held in fo. 2 hangar. Seven
boats were held resulting in two knock-outs.

21/11/Qd+ “leather: Fine becoming cloudy. Vis. good becoming moderate.
1ind variable at five to fifteen m.p.h.

Briefing was at 1300 hours for an operation. Hineteen aircraft tooi
of f to bomb CASTROP RAMTL. Two aircreft returned early, "L' anc
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"P". Both were due to engine trouble. Cloud over tarset
ranged from nil to h/lOths with tops at two to seven thou-
sand feet. Visibility good. The majority of crews report
P.F.F., marking was well concentrated and plentiful. One
group of green markers were reported as being short of and
to the %ight of the T.Is. Numerous large explosions were
reported as occurring from 1901.5 to 1906 hours. Some fires
were seen developing as the attack progressed. Slight to
moderate heavy flak in barraze form bursting from 15 to 19000
ft. was encountered in the target area.

Some slight to moderate light flak. Searchlights over the
target were active but ineffective. Some enemy fighters were
active in the target area and two combats were reported.

No claims. All crews attempted photographs.

22/11/1, Weather: Cloudy to overcast with continuous rain or sleet
in the early morning, becoming mainly cloudy. Visibility poor
to moderate. \lind variable, ten to twenty m.p.h.

Another quiet day after operations. A group W/T exercise carried
out in the afternoon. UNothing else to report.

23/ll/hh eather: Cloudy to overcast with continuous rain or sleet in
the early morning, becoming mainly cloudy. Visibility poor to
moderate. WWind variable five to fifteen m.p.h.

The Squadron was tied up most of the day waiting on briefing
times for fardening operations. Nothing unusual occurred.
Everything scrubbed at 16000 hours.

Roller skating tonight in Ho. 2 Hangar also an L.N.S5.A. show at
“the NeAdhFols

2A/ll/h4 WWeather: Cloudy with continuous rain and drizzle. Visibility
- moderate to poor. Vind mainly northerly at five to fifteen m.p.h.
falling lizht in the evening.

- One aircraft employed on local ilap-reading Ixercise consisted of
the Squadron's total flying done today. Other training was
scrabbed due to bad weather.

An operation was scheduled, but scrubbed later. Five aircraft
vere deteiled to stand by for early morninz mining operatioa.

25/11/4& “eather: Cloudy with periods of rain eand sleet cdurinz moraning

becoming fine. Visibility moderate. 'ind mainly northerly al
Tive to ten nm.p.h. '

/1!‘;7}
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The five aircraft detailed for mine laying last night took

off early this morminz, to mine waters in the YENTRIS area.
Cne aircraft "H" piloted by J.13731 F/L J.T. HARDY crashcd
into the sea upon return, the other aircraft were diverted to
northern SCOTLAD. Two aircraft successfully dropped their
mines, and two brought them back. !eather was lO/lOths cloud
with bdses at 800/1000 ft. with good visibility below cloud.
Crews report that their approach was evidently undetected as when
the first aircraft arrived, the towm and harbour were 1lit up
and the airfield oblizingly turned on its lights for them to
land. Ten minutes later light flak opened up on island. Con-
siderable shipping lights were seen in harbour and vicinity.
Ho fishters seen. All crews attempted photozraphs.

In the afternoon a traininz programme was carried out with
eleven aircraft participating in H.2.S. Cross—countries,
Fighter Affiliation, Map Reading and local flying.

Jleather: Tine becoming cloudy with continuous rain and sleet
after midday. Visibility zood deteriorating after midday and
becoming poor. Uind light, variable.

Jine aircraft took off this morninz on a practice mining exercise
and were recalled an hour later due to bad weather, some landing
away due to bad visibility.

Snow and sleet mede the afternoon impossible for further flyinz,
and other exercises arranged were scrubbed.

Weather: 7 to lO/lOths thin cloud with tops ranging from three
to eizht thousand feet.

Fair becoming cloudy. Visibility moderate to poor. ‘find light
variable, becoming south-easterly at ten to fifteen m.p.h.

In the morning three aircraft did practice bombingz and H.2.35
cross~country combined.

Operations scheduled for today with fourteen aircraft detailed.
Briefinz at 1430 hours. Target NZUSS. The majority of crews
bombed late due to unexpected adverse winds. Iost crews bombed

‘on growid markers seen through breaks in the cloud while others

pombed on sky markers or the glow of fires in the area. karidng
appeared quite accurate and well concentrated. Fires were seen
burning by some crews. Others reported a heavy slow on the clouds.
A very larze explosioa is reported at approximately 2030 hours and
t10 crews report secing another huge reddish orange explosion at
ebout 2045 hours after leavinz the tarzet. Over the target heavy
flak was Blight to moderate in barraze form bursting 16/20,003 .
iAth some »nredicted flali. A few searchlishts were zrposed at
DUSSEIDOD Lut were ineffective. Knowa decoys were in operation.
Jo enemy fishters were seen. Two eircraft were damazed by flak
over the tarzect.
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Yeather: Rain at first becoming fair to fine. Visibility
poor becominz good. liind south westerly at ten to fifteen
mePeh. '

Aircraft returned from diversion on yesterday's operation.
o otHer flying for today. A security film was showm in
the Station Cinema.

Nothing else to report.

Wleather: Fair becoming cloudy with occasional showers.
Visibility good. 'lind southwesterly at ten to fifteen m.p.h.

Hine aircraft on practice flyingz consisting of bombing and
local flying.

Crews were standing by for an early morning call.

Weather: HMainly cloudy with occasilonal showers early.

- Visibility good. Uind westerly at ten to fifteen m.p.h.

Fourteen crews were on hand for a briefing at 0700 hours. The
operation, however, was scrubbed by 0730 hours. Most of the
personnel went back to bed.

Later in the day at 1400 hours, the same crews were back at
briefing. Target DUISBURG. All crews found 10/10ths cloud,

tops about 6/8,000 ft. with visibility above cloud very good.
Results of bombinz which was done by wanganui sky markers red with
yellow stars could not be seen although it was considered that
bombing was reasonably well concentrated. Flak was mainly
bursting below and at flares. Searchlights few and ineffective.
Aircraft "R" returned early due to Port Outer Enzine being

- unserviceable. All aircraft attempted photos.

HONOURS AND AWARDS

P/O W.K. HAMAOND CAN.J.8866L Awarded the D.F.C. Non Immediate
P/0 P.E. REGLHBAL CAN.J .87673 Awarded the D.F.C. Non Immediate.

“Jeather: o operations scheduled for today due to adverse weather
conditions. Three crews went to Ripon for Dinghy Drill durinz the
afternoon. An Officers iless meetinz was held. Its evident that

a shortaze of cash prevails. There were some suggestions of
mortgaging the farm. Two aircraft were detailed for Sim. Bombiag.
One a/c landed after 45 minutes due to bad weather.

Weather: Cperations were laid down this morning for 10 aircraft.
Briefing at 13:30 hours and take off around 17:15 hours. The
aircraft were not back at Bas e by midnight. Several aircraft
carried out Air to Air practice and Sim. Bombing exercises.
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Weather:

All crews returned around 00:30 hours this morning fromn bpmbing
HAGEN. Crews reported 10/10ths cumulus cloud prevailed over
the target area with tops ranging from 14,000 to 18,500 feet.
All crews bombed by Navigational aids. An assessment of the
results was impossible due to cloud conditions but some crews
consider that the attack was fairly successful in view of the
heavy concentration of bombing and the numerous flashes seen
reflected on the cloud. Flak was negligible at target. Other
Ruhr defences were in action at Dusseldorf, Cologne, and
Duisburg. Charlebroi defences were active for unknown reasons.
Enemy aircraft were sighted but no combats or claims resulted.
No aircraft were damaged by flak. All A/C attempted photographs
but cloud conditions will no doubt obscure ground details.

In the afternoon an operation order was put out detailing twelve
aircraft for an early morning operation.

Weather: Fair to cloudy with frequent showers. Visibility
good. Wind westerly at 10 to 20 m.p.h.

Crews were not called this morning as expected. Vord came

through for another briefing at 14:00 hours. All aircraft

(12) took off and proceeded to the target KARISRUHZ. Visibility

was good. All crews bombed visually and on T.Is. The concentration
of aircraft was good and incendiaries were all over the dock

area to the centre of the city. This is a very good prang as

fires were seen from 100 miles from the target area. At least
twenty aircraft were burning Navigation lights over France on

way to target. All aircraft returned safely to base. One aircraft
dropped photo flash in Channel due to accidental release.

Several Air Bombers and Navigators are putting in some time at
photography in the Radar Section. A very good constructive part
of their trainingz.

\leather: Fair to cloudy with wintry showers during moraing.
Visibility good. UWind westerly from 10 to 15 m.p.h.

Operations were scheduled for today. Fourteen aircraft were
detailed to take off around 17:45 hours. "P' was a non-starter due
to engine trouble on take-off. Y-York was an early return due to
oxygen failure. TARGET — SOZST. 4/10 to 10/10ths cloud over
tarzet but visibility was good. There was a good concentration of
bombing and about six good sized explosions were seen in target
area. Flak was slight to moderate with also some heavy predicted
flak. No searchlights in target area. The attack is considered
good. Also a training programme was issued. Three aircraft were
detailed for H2S Cross-Country for new crews. They took—off
around 17:30 hours.
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6/12/LL Weather: Fair to cloudy with occasional showers. Periods
_ of continuous rain at mid-day. Visibility good except in

rain. Wind south westerly from 5 to 15 m.p.h. Operations
again scheduled for tonight with twelve aircraft detailed
to take off around 16:00 hours. Target — OSNABRUCK. All
aircraft took off and proceeded to the target. Cloud obscured
the target and it was difficult to assess. Some aircraft
reported three distinct areas of fire in target area. Slight
to moderate flak was experienced. Fighter are reported over
target area and homeward trip. This was a good attack
although the weather was poor.

In the afternoon there was some Radar training for crews not
detailed for operations.

7/12/Ah, Weather: Fair to cloudy with wintry showers. Visibility good ,
deteriorating towards mid-day and becoming poor. Wind mainly
south 5-10 me.p.h.

Nothing much doing today but operation order issued for tomorrow
detailing fourteen aircraft and a spare crew. The Canadians of
all Sections had a lecture on Rehabilitation given by the
mducation Officer F/L Spears.

8/12/L. weather: Cloudy with wintry showers during moraing, becominz
fasr. ind No4. 5-10 m.p.h. backing during eveninz to wen.w.
12"'18 rﬂ.p‘jﬂa

Operations scrubbed early this morning. Very quiet day. Stand
down a2ll day. Two aircraft carried out H25 Cross country, night
training flights. :

9/12/L, “eather: Fair to fine. Visibility good. iind il 10-20 m.p.h.

Training programme was issued this morning detailinz ten crews for
Gaggle. Briefing scheduled for 11:30 hours. Late in the evening

“an operation order was issued but it was cancelled shortly after.

‘Several crews were on H2S Cross-Country training.

10/12/14 ‘leather: Fair to cloudy with continuous snow during afternoon
and earTy eveninz. Visibility good becoming poor durinz late
morning and for rest of day. ''ind easterly 10-15 m.p.h. backing
SZ'ly 5 m.p.h. and becoming lizht variable.

The day started out gaietly but Battle Order was issued at noon.
The operation was cancelled however. Some training took place
during the morning and early afternoon. 411 flyinz was scrabbed
for the day when it started snowing. All aircrew attended a
lecture by Intelligence at 15:00 hours, where much good "gen"
was expounded by S/L Stagz S.1.0.
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Weather: Mainly cloudy with slight rain late in evening.
Visibility poor. Wind light and variable.

Operations came through during the morning for fourteen kites.

A1l crests were briefed at 13:20 hours. No time could be

wasted as take-off was due to start at 15:00 hours. Once

again, however, the inevitable scrub came through five minutes
before take-off. It was not entirely unexpected. Everybody

was just waiting for the scrub as the weather was very poor, being
overcast all day.

Heather: Cloudy with slight rain in early morning. Visibility
poor becoming moderate. Wind light light becoming Nil'ly 5-10
me.pPehe.

A training order was issued this morning for another "Gaggle"
exercise. Thirteen aircraft detailed. Briefing at 12:00 hours.
Another training order was issued in.the afternoon detailing 9
aircraft on H25 X-Country. This latter exercise was cancelled,
however, because of oncoming operations. Twelve aircraft took
part in the Cross-Country exercises.

Wweather: Fine becoming overcast with foz after dusk. Visibility
poor. ind light and variable. Operations scheduled for today.
Briefing at 07:00 hours. Seventeen crews deteiled and 2 spares.
Operation was again caacelled just prior to take-off'. Zeven
aircraft took part in Cross-Country, Sim. Bombing and 5.B.A.
exercises. F/O Stelfox (Back) is left wondering about some of
the limitations of the bomb circuit, (1 x 500 1b S.A.F.) dropped
off in dispersal as they were taxiing out. Tough luck "Buck".
Its nice to have you with us. Better luck next time.

Weather: Overcast, with fog to midday. Continuous rain from
20300 hours. Visibility poor. UWind southerly 5-20 mepehe

Veather right down on the deck this morning. Zven the birds

are walking. Seventeen crews were detailed for operations late
this morning. Briefing scheduled for 14:00 hours. However the
scrub came through once again. No flying today. The crews were
given a tecture by H/C V.F+ Ganderton, our commandingz officer.
Subject: SECURITY. After the lecture the C.0. suggested that the
aircrew throw a party for the groundcrew. This idea was
unanimously accepted.

‘leather: Overcast with rain early. Fog during morning.
Visibility voor. 'ind southerly 5-20 m.p.he.

Very dull looking today but Battle Order has been issued this

morning for 17 crews. Briefingz 13:30 hours. Operations vere
scrubbed duringz briefinz owing to bad weather. o flyingz today.
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16/12/44 Weather: Cloudy to overcast with rain and foz. Visibility
poor. Wind SZ'ly 5-20 m.p.h. Training programme issued
today for Sim. Bombing, Air to Sea Firing exercises. This
program was not carried out due to duff weather.

17/12/id, Wleathex: Overcast with moderate rain at first, becoming
fair with slight showers. Visibility poor. uind S3'ly
5—30 m.p.h.

The weather is a little better today. Battle Order issued detailing
twenty aircraft. Briefing was held at 23:59 hours. The weather
cleared up durinz the evening and was perfect for take-off.

18/12/14 Weather: Fine and hazy during darkness; cloudy with rain
during daylight.

The kites did not take off till 02:00 hours this morning.

Target — Duisburg. One aircraft was a non starter ("C" LV 922)
due to sudden sickness of a member of the crew. 10/10th cloud
over the target and visibility was nil. IHo assessment is possible
due to the cloud condition. Slizght heavy flak in loose barrage
from bursting from 18000 to 2000 feet was encountered over the
tarzet. Searchlights from our owa line from Brussels on towards
the target picked up our stream and passed us on from pne to the
other definetely narking our position and approach for the benefit
of the HHun. Alreraft "J" 1?9556 was attacked by a ile 210 but
returned fire oad the enemy oroke away and was not sesi ajain.

o claims. MM 1% 422 was late returning end was almost presumed
missinz.

Overation order was received in the afternoon detailinz three
crews. It was cancelled later, however, although the three crews
‘detailed flew on a night cross—country, the duration of which wes
three hours.

19/12/14, \jeather: FOG.

The day started off with a heavy foz, but evidently it was
expected to disperse as a Battle Order was issued around noon.
Seventeen crews were detailed. Briefing at 12:45 hours. In the
afternoen the fog has become even heavier. Operations were
scrubbed.

20/12/1L ‘leather: FOZ. Slight rain during early evenming. o flying today
due to intense foz. A Sguadron party was put on today for all
ranks. F/Lt. J. Chasanoff (C.8455) ex—adjutant 427 Sqdn. was in
attendance. A good time was had by all.
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Heather: Cloudy with some.rain. Visibility poor at first,
improving to moderate to good later. Improvement in weather
today and operation order was issued this morning. Three

crews detailed. Briefing 12:30 hours. Operation set back late
in afternoon and briefing was held at 21:00 hours. Take—off
comnenaed around 23:25 hours. All aircraft got away to a good
start.

Weather: Cloudy, slight rain at first. Visibility moderate
becominz poor late in day. All aircraft returned around 07:00
hours this morning from GARDINING-ONIONS. All crews claimed

successful mining in their allotted areas. 10/10ths strata
cumalus cloud 3revglled over the mininz area with tops ranging
from 5000 to 9000 feet. Visibility was clear above cloud. o
visual assessment is possible due to cloud condition.

Late in the afternoon a Training Programme was issued. This

was later scrubbed in favour of a Battle Order detailing 16 crews.
But this morningz 16 kites took part in Sim. iiining and bombing
exerclises.

Weather: Cloudy, some drizzle. Visibility moderate to poor.

Cperations cancelled early this morning and as the weather was
not good there was no flying. Aircrew in Sections took advantaze of
this standdown for a good cleaning and tidyinge.

lieather: Cloudy with foz in last half of period. Visibility
moderate to poor becominz poor to bad.

Battle Order issued today detailing three aircraft for mining
operation. Onions area. They took off around 17:15 hours. Over
the tarzet the v151b111ty was good and no cloud. All claimed
havinz released their mines by H”S as instructed. Due to adverse
weather over base they were diverted and landed at Peterhead.

leather: Overcast with thick fog. Visibility poor. WWind calm.
Very bad flylnn weather with a heavv foz. o station activity
except at the llesses. Christmas "splrlts" were in evidence.
Our aircraft from r'arcxem.;.c, effort not yet returned.
Heather: Overcast to cloudy with foz. Visibility poor. Wind
celm to light 5'ly.

The morninz started off with a heavy foz but towards noon it bezan to
disperse. DBattle Order was then issued Qetalllﬁ” 15 kites.

Briefinz was scheduled for 11:00 hoars. They took off eround

12:30 hours. Target: OST. VITH. One aircraft was a non-starter

due to engine trouble. (MU L7130). Visibility was good tith no
cloud in the target arca. ilost of the bombing was doae visually
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util late in the attack when smolke and dust obscured the
tarzct. The laster Bomber was clearly heard and appearcd
well pleased with results. Flek defences in target area
were heavier than expected. Good pranz. Oa retura all
aircraft were diverted due to adverse weather. They landed
at Taih, Kalstain and Kinloss. The threc kites at Peterhead
returned in the afternoon. (This was 427's contribution to
the Battle of the Bulze).

vieather: Overcast to cloudy with foz early. Visibility
poor becoming mocderate. ilind SE'ly )-lO rmoh veering V'ly
5~15 mph.

The weather today is not bad. The kites which were diverted
vesterday at Tain, Kalstain and Kinloss are returning. A&
Battle Orcder was issued early this morning detailing 3 crews.
This was a Skipton effort and our 3 crews were to zo in Skipton
aircraft. Operation was however scrubbed. Late in the after-
noon another Battle Order was issued detailing 14 kites.
Briefinz was scheduled for 23:45 hours.

"eather: Fair to fine. Visibility good. Uind Iitly 5-15
MeDehs, falling calm.

Take off around 03:00 hours. %O 14
off ol sy off the runway. DLelore the pilot coild =
coatrol the alrcraft it crashed into an emply house aad sct on
fire. The crew zot out safely Jjust before thc bombs went off.
A1l other Kkites took off sa;el" Terzet — OPLADII. lO/lths
low cloud in terget area but v:!.s:L’b:z.l:L‘“’r was good abovec. Bombinis
appeared to be well concentrated and accuarate oa the markers.
slizhit to moderate flalie Znemy alrcraft were sighted but no
clains are made. 4171 our airerzit returned sefely to base around :
0730 hours ~

291 blew a tire on taoko-
e}

2

e

inother Babtle Order was issued at noon detailing four crews

for mining cffort. Briefing scheduled for 13:13 hours. Tiae
creus took off around l~°”6 hours. Terzet — Polyaathus area.
Perfectly clear and v1sA01&1*" uwlimdtel. Crows reported 110
difficalty vhatever in v1saully'“061t1f;1“) the zardening ercas.
Cae aircrast "Z" I1LS dropped his trines on the land due to hung
uo before release. Flak wes confined to one or tio lizht s
i1t eoashal areas. ALl crews returnicd safely to base orounl
22230 hours.

Tcathizr:  fine becoming cloudy. Visibility jood hecoming

- -~ I e 1 - . T - -
moderate. ind lisht ver riable becorming J“/LJ 515 eDelle
B P A T SO 3 - KN PR, ! P S
secthior tolerr cold but clear. DBattle Orler ccome throush oo
A Y e L I £a) . R L ~ e 3

1100 hours. Fourteen A/C were detziled., DBriefing was sche

joda s PP LR - “qeay Y e * <o s PR 3! I R
for 1250 hours. Tole off around 15:30 hours. Torset — COZILLL.
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lO/lOths cloud over the target but visibility was good

abovc. The majority of the creus boubeld o the reflcectcel
slow of the TeIs. Hesults were impossible to assess cue to
clo“d but the crews feel that bo.nbn.no was fairly well con—
centrated and appeared accurate. Slizght flak was encountered
in thestarzet area. One jet propelled aircraft was sighted
on route outw . All crews returned by 22:45 hours. "K"
LV996 was diverted at Tholthorpe on 3 engines.

“leather: Cloudy becoming fair; slight drizzle early.
Visibility good. UWind mainly N"'lj 5-20 m. p h
Battle Order came out about 1100 hours detailinz 13 aircraft.
Briefing scheduled for 1300 hours. Take off around 17:45 hours.
Target - COLOGIE. lO/lOths cloud with tops at 5000 to 10000 feet
at the target area. HMarkers were clearly visible but somevhat
scattered. Several crews report both dummy sky and ground
narkers. Assessment of the raid was irmossible due to cloud
condition. Slizht to moderate flak bursting mostly below
bombing levels was encountered. Aircraft "L" NP957 and aircrali
uge 17P9556 had combats with enemy aircraft but no claims are made.
"J" took effective evasive action althouzh on three enzines.
The pilot was 1I/C V.F. Gaaderton (J.lOlBJ) Al aircraft returned
safely to base.

tieather: Fine to cloudy. Vi

sibility excellent. Vind IIN'1ly

510 m.p.h. Operation oricr issue
cr :

e

¢ this Aord+ﬂ' fcn:;“;ng L

00 hours. Take off arouid

Jo cloud and good visi-

s mined visuallry. One

t [e)e} ..Jo..»o) (J ?:813)

ca. The enemy alrcraft attacked
AR

N
and fusclaze of T/4

bi

crevs. p“lnfl“; schicduled fer 14
1600 hours. Tarzet Polyanthus ar
bilit; bat sl&;ht sea haze. All c
aircraft "¢ 12257 (Captain F/O B
encoirbered o JU 88 over target ex

three tiuwes. OStriltes were seen on

[ ]
oy
ot

(D !"' 3 Q

vhich dived straight dows towaric o 4 larse splesh followed.

Claimed as destroyed. ALl oivers™! . Lurned safely to base by
J [
23:10 hours.

HCIHOURS Al AUARDS

ct
St
-
@)

Flyinz Officer V.C. Suastram (J.CSOB“) was averced
Distinmeshed f1lying Cross. 17.12.44.

J.85133 T/0 H.D. 2511 posted to 24 O.T.U. 5.12.10
J.87632 ¥/0 Tee Regimbald nosted to 22 0.T.U. 5.12.4%
J.20385 “/L Jesle Towme posted from 76 Basc 7.12.47

il [o¥as
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C.11152 F/0 T.K. Creighton posted from 76 Base 7.12..
J.40363 F/0 il.l. Duff posted from 76 Base T.12.M44

J.5819 F/L C.C,. Collins posted from 75 Basc T7.12.4,
J+40892 F/O C4G.T. Hoare posted from 76 Base T.12..;
J«4,0078 F/O H.M. Read posted from 76 Base 7.12.4/

J.17009 F/L L.C. Stewart posted from 76 Base 5.12.4
J.17445 F/L .A. Gardiner posted from 76 Base 5.12.44
J.17009 F/O E.E. lorgan posted from 76 Base 5.12.144
J.18016 F/0 B,F., Schmidt, posted from 76 Base 5.12.4.
J.17898 F/O H.H. licDaniell posted from 76 Base 5.12..4
C.19120 F/O H.Z. Thornicroft posted from 76 Base 5.12.44
J.14799 F/L H.E. Bronson posted to 63 Base (Sick) 29.11.44
Posted to R Depot Vlarrinzton we.e.fs 11.12.4%
J.15488 F/L A.A. Sherlock J.88661 P/0
J.15489 F/L L.T. Sherlock €.88796 P/O
J.8133 F/L J.D.V. Lariviere C.88756
J.18053 F/0 H.S. Huat C.28792

TeK+ Hammnond
Jehie DeGrace
A. Zerebusky

P/0
P/0 B.J. Trainor
0
P/0

J.11866 F/L R.S. Bue J.83950 P/0 I.A. Olson
J.1804%6 F/O R.l. licBurney J.83951 0.F. Lininston
J.17589 F/O F.L. Ray J.90211 P/O U,H. Bell
J.18974 F/0 H.J. Boucher J.90552 P/O J.C. Logen
J.18935 F/0 C.Z.4. lonty J.91180 2/0 R.G. Kearns
J.91185 P/0 D.J. licCoy J.$0379 2/0 AJI. Shau

J.29578

,
J.26123

~L A

Velie Farfoss

F/0
F/O H.I. Hamond vosted to 63 Base
/oA D

12.12.0
, o~

J.05053 Dennie posted to 1665 C.U. 13.12.0
Je557h5 Lake Snears (F/0) posted to 1666 CuU. 13.12.00
J.20329 P/O HeJ. Davidson posted to 1659 C.Je 15.12.00
J.25795 F/O L.G. hyers postcd to 43 Base (Siclk) 6.12.04

DELI) T
Je 25544

2. Slivec posted to Dalton AW.5. 13.12.070

R

1~ 4 /TN £~ - 2 L -~ [ TP I . :
Je12051 f/b 00, Gornmn nosted Lo O3 Basc (9104 Tl bl
AN fj/f\ i S I ] H AR £ & Ry ] )
J.S;u,,'y U e ;\.ul.l.uf LIS FRUEE fran benot 23 .12.4.’.;,

1 T P L5 N BN + ‘ A P LS. . = 3 P BN
‘eather: Zoir to cloudy wdth 0 . Todiof contiiraous drdze
T3 e N N - - ~ T3 SIS P R S At o ey . T . @ Wilie 4
Visibilivy moderatc. ind 1isht varichble becomin- 7'1ly 10-15
moi.

s o ot 1 .
Ver:r o2iet dopre Stand downm 21l dzp.

e L A S
Jeathers- lginls clouwdy.  Visibillity moderatce. g T tls
! DI paeala PUTPRp L
2035 iy zosty at times.
T TTaee “a vvmer 4 AT PR I 8 4 AL+ T o 3 o -
The llew Year vwas started off dth o Battle Order. Fifteen

2 2t at A mred Teeed AP - IMAat1l A Laca TR A1
glrcraft vere detziled and bricfing schedulel for 12:30 hours.
Mel- £ CREEYS g Yt N N ST T T v T D
Telte off ercund 14:50 hours. Target: LUDTZIGSHIV T, 21

. oy Y- Fa¥a am 3 oms . P L . % cTe i (PSR B
oircratt toolr off and »procecdiced to the tarzet. il cload in
o o~ T~ P 3 o~ e P o - ~3 - 1
verget area bab ondyr o fair emount of heome. Seversl zood

O ] - 2 e . ~ . orl e ~ard L% oy
sized exnloslons were secn o2d so far as visual cad other

LS R g s X3 R P O At AlTS als - 5 2 e P o - :
icdentification could cstabhlish some were obviousl; of an oil
~de - - T oAls oy e At~ Tyoad 1 . . [ S
cateozory, Flall wes moderate but scarchlishts activity wes
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experienced over target arca. Our aircraft "5 Lul32
encountered an ME210 and the rear gunner opened fire with 200
rds and enemy aircraft broke away. Shortly after a twin engine
enemy ajrcraft attacked the same A/C and the rear gunner fired
a short burst as evasive action was taken. MNil claims. All
aircraft returned safely to base.

Weather: Cloudy with periods of rain and slight snow.
Visibility good. Wind UW-NW 30-35 mph, gusty at first,
fallinz to 5-10 mph at midday.

Operations called for this morning detailing fifteen aircraft.
Briefingz scheduled for 12:30 hours. However it was scrubbed after
main briefing. C/C J.B. illwerd, DFC & BAR had everyone together
for a half hour during the afternoon for a lecture. Title
"Review of recent Ops".

‘leather: Fair to cloudy with wintry showers during. Visibility
zood, but poor in showers. iind .. 10-20 mphe

Cold today but clear. Ten aircraft were detailed for training
exercises (F/A, Sim. Bombing, Air to Sea) in the moraing but
this was scrubbed later. In the afternoon nine aircraft vere
detailed for Sim. mining, H23 i-Country, Gee and AP. hominzs
a1d these exercises were carried out. Alrcroft 7t 1L 255
(Captain F/O 1dillerd) landed at Hemswell while on HE5 =Coxatr) .

Tcather: Cloudy becominz fine. Visibility good. Tind -
5-10 mpii.

Operation Order issact Turde w0 %00 detelling fifteen giveoaft. P
Briefing scheduled for 12:30. Tahe -1 .n- sl 16:20 hours. :
Terzet: HANOVER. All aircraft took off an?d proceeded to the .

target. 8/lOth cloud over the target and assessment of the

raid is imoossible. ilaster Bomber was heard by most of the creau.
Several large explosions were reported. Flak was sligat to
moderate in barrage form aimed at skymarkers. Searchlights were
ineffective. Cne aircraft "Y' it 257 Captein §/L S.G. Crew, DIT
(second tour) "3" Flight Commander, did not come back. All other
aircraft returned safely to base.

Five crews .cerried out training exercises durinz the afternoon.
(F/A, Sim. and Ranze Bombing and iAir to Sez). A/C ™M™ returned
fron Hemswell.

eather: Cloudy with fair periods. Visibility good. lind
lizht variable.

Oneration Order came through this morning detailinz fifteen aircraft.

Eriefins at 12:45 hrs., take—off at epprox. 15:50 hours. Tarset -
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HATAU. A1l aircraft took o;f and proceeded to the tarzet.
10/10th cloud over the target. liost of the crews bombed on

sky markers as instructed by the liaster Bomber. Result of

the bombing is impossible to assess but there was a good
concengration of aircraft over the target. A very large

glow on the cloud was visible for forty miles after leaving

the target. Slight to moderate flak mostly in barrage form.
One aircraft "U" leBO was attacked by an identified aircraft -
believed to be a Halifax. Mid Upper replled with a short
burst, as he felt sure that the attacking aircraft was a
Halifax he ceased firinz. F/O Gerald, V.J.P. (J.26347) Borb
Aimer was hit by a bullet as he moved forward to take over the
V.G.0. He had his nose removed. This aircraft landed at ‘iood—
bridze. Buallets extracted from the wings were mk. 303. Al
other aircraft landed at Base.

“leather: Fair to fine with occasional slight rain early.
Visibility good. Vind V=i 10-30 mph.

Very cold morning. Training programme was issued detailing
three zircraft at 12:30 hrs. and 10 at 14:00 hours. Another
training list detailed six crews for nisht flying. Al k‘t
mmgm;am*ouu‘gdl M@1W€mw/?5,h&mgaswe-ﬁ”
expected to close in. F/O Bell in "J* L7130 returned from
tloodbridze at 15:20 hours.

(.’1

o™

“icather: Fair to overcast with frejaent snouw shwouers.
Tisibility good, becoming moderate noor in showers. Uind
P11y 15-40 mph, gusty at times.

~Very guiet tolzy. Snowring and heavy wind, o filying due to
‘adverse weather. g

“eather: ilainly cloudy with freqguent snow showers Visibility
moderate to poor. ind U'ly 5-20 mph.

leather is bad for flying today. There is a heavy snowfall
and wind. Adrcrew personncl were detailed to shovel the snow
from the runways. No flying.

Yleather: Fair to cloudy with wintry showers during evening.
Visibility moderate to poor. tind IW'ly 10-20 mph.

o flyinz today as snow is still bade. The pelting snow is
freezinz over and more aircrew are bein: seat to clean it

auay e '

F/O Gerald V.J.P. (3.26247) has been seat to R.AWF. Hospitel
Zast Grinstead, where plastic surgery is remodellingz his nosc.

AT
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11/1/45 Weather: Cloudy with wintry showers. Visibility moderate.
Wind mainly N'ly 10-25 mphe Weather still bad for flying.
Ice, snow and slush everywhere. Several Lancs have come
in lately and are beginning to crowd the Hangarse. The
latest Jpews has it that these Lancs will all be going to
Skipton and then the Squadrons on this Station will be
converting.

In the afternoon there was a lecture on P.F.F. given by
Group Captain Hanishe The lecture lasted for just over an
hour. Good "gen".

12/1/45 ‘Weather: Cloudy with rain and drizzle. Visibility moderate.

: . Wing NE'ly 10-20 mph. Operation came through this morning
detailing 13 aircraft on a bombing "do" and three aircraft on
a mining ops. The bombing was scrubbed however. The aircraft
detailed for mining took off around 7:45 hours. Target =
Young Wallflower. One aircraft "Z" NR148 was u/s and 429/V
MZ865 replaced it. 10/10ths cloud prevented visual identification
.of the mining area but operation is considered to be successful.
Heavy flak slight to moderate was encountered en route and in
the target area. Numerous fighter flares, orargish in colour
were noted on track outward and homeward. All aircraft landed
safely at base before 23:45 hours.

- 13/1/45 Weather: Cloudy with slight rain and drizzle Guring moi'n:mg.
Visibility moderate. Wind NE'ly less than 10 mph.

Battle Order came through this morning. Four aircraft were

detailed for mining and fourteen for bombing. Main Briefing

for mining scheduled for 13:?" .o, and bombing 1430 hrs. The

. mining was scrubbed prics to take-off. The airveraft detailed - -
for bombing took off around 15:35 hrs. Target - SAARBRUCKEN.
Nil to 2/10th cloud and slight ground haze is reported at the
tarset . . The bombing was concentrated on the marshalling yard
and two large explosions were seen on the northern edge of the
target area. It is considered to be a very successful attack.

- 8light heavy flak and a few fighter flares are reported in the :
area. All crews attempted photographs. Two aircraft "U" LW130
and "X" NP.941 returned on three engines and all landed at base.

Watching the take-off and landing were Air Vice Marshal C.M.
McEwen MC DFC A.0.Ce of No. 6 (RCAF) Group, Mr. P. Bracken, the
- premier of Manitoba, Canada, and several other unnamed notabless

14/1/45 Weather: Cloudy, visibility moderate, wind light and variable.
Two operation orders through this morning againe. Four aircraft
detailed for Gardening and ten aircraft detailed for bombing.

©= == oo Main-briefing for bombing was scheduled for 13:00 hours. Take =
off around 15:55 hours. Target - GLADBACH. One aircraft "J"

vee/192



NP956 was replaced by 429/E MZ318 and all aircraft took off.
Nil cloud, slight haze but visibility was good and clear.

Very good marking and bombing looked equally good. Con-
centration of aircraft was very heavy over the target and many
fires were seen to start. As out aircraft were on the first
wave the crews find that it is too early for an assessment but
believe that this must be a good "do". All aircraft returned
safely to base.

The aircraft detailed for mining operation took off around
1935 hrs. "P" LV.988 was a non starter due to a mechanical
failure. The mining area was Oalo Fjord. 8/10th to 10/10th
cloud in mining area but visibility was good above. All crews
claimed to have released their mines by aid of H25. Met winds
were not as briefed and the three aircraft were late to make
concentration point on time. All aircraft returned safely to
base.

15/1/45 Weather: Fair to cloudy. Slight rain and drizzle during
evening. Visibility moderate. Wind N.W. 5-10 mph, becoming
light variable.

Two of our repatriated pilots were awarded a Bar to their
D.F.C. These are the Twin Sherlock Brothers. These boys
enlisted together in 1940, gained their commission the same
day in 1942. They completed their second tour of operations
with our Squadron and Training exercises were held in the
morning. Nine aircraft were on Bombing, Air to Sea, Fighter
Affiliation and S.B.A.

Six aircraft were detailed for night flying but this was
cancelled at 1700 hrs. ‘

16/1/45 - Weather: Fair to cloudy with siig’'. rain early. Visibility
. mainly moderate. Wind light varis®l- hecoming W!'ly 10-25 mph.

Operation Order came through this morning for mining and Bombing
efforts again. Three A/C were detailed for mining and fifteen
for bombing. Main briefing for mining was scheduled for 1230
hrs. Take off around 1825 hrs. Main briefing for Bombing was
scheduled for 1400 hrs. and take off for 1905 hrs. Prior to
take off "C" LV922 was by "J" NP956.

17/1/45 Weather: Fair to cloudy with slight rain during evening.
© Visibility good. Wind W'ly 15-25 mph, gusty.

A1l aircraft returned from yesterday operations by approxi-
mately 0155 hrs. The Gardening area was (ONIONS) (Oslo). The
three aircraft took off and proceeded to their allotted areas.
Nil to 2/10th cloud with visibility excellent over mining area.
Winds were much higher than briefed. One aircraft "L" NP957
did not drop his mines according to instructions received at
briefing. Winds were 50 miles per hour too fast. Defences
were slight in the gardening area. All aircraft returned
safely to base.

Fifteen aircraft detailed for bombing MACDEBURG returned at
approximately the same time as the mining do. Clear weather
with slight haze but visibility was very good. Markers

JALsS
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clearly visible and well concentrated over target. Fires
were reported to be seen at a distance of 100 miles from
target area. Flak was slight to moderate in loose barrage
form. Searchlights were active in target area with some
attempt at coning but ineffective. Fighter flares were

in evidence en route, at the target and particularly all
along the track homeward. All crews attempted photos. None
of our aircraft were damaged by flak and all landed safely
at base. :

A new arrival to this squadron, F/O F.D. Kaye and his crew
had a check out flight today. Five aircraft carried out
some training namely H2S X Country and S.B.A.

18/1/45 Weather: Mainly cloudy with wintry showers. Continuous rain
during morning. Visibility moderate. Wind mainly W'ly
20-30 mph, max. 35.

Very quiet day. The Engineers! section sent one mnn for link
... - . -training and also six men to No. 1 Hangar for practical repairs
of aircraft under the supervision of M.A.P.

l9/l/h5 Weather: Wintry showers. Visibility good. Wind N'ly 30-
40 mph.

. Operations came through this morning detailing 18 A/C.
Briefing was scheduled for 1400 hrs however, the operation
was scrubbed later on.

Three crews took part in night flying exercises.

. .20/1/u5. . .  Weather:  Fair to cloudy with wintry showers. Visibility
- moderate. Wind calm becoming NW*ly .17 .7 uiph.

A training order was issued this moru.«_“letailing nine A/C

for take off at 1130 hrs. All crews got out to their A/C and
a few got airborne. But a snowstorm promised by for 1200 hrs
surprised all by arriving at 1158 hrs. Thus the training was -
scrubbed.

A1l aircrew reported to the Station Cinema at 1445 hrs where

Major Nicholson, the flak and fighter expert from Group, kept
us all happy as he gave us the latest information on Jerry's

defences; flak, radar and fighters.

News is going around today that F/O Gerald, the "Plastic Nose
Kid" is on his way back to the squadron soon.

21/1/15 Weather: Fine to Fair. Visibility good. Wind NW'ly 10-20
mph .

A training programme issued for this morning was cancelled as
Battle Order came through detailing 17 aircraft. - Briefing
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A, Gardening Order came_through this morning debailing ficnr
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scheduled for 1700 hours. However operations were
scrubbed when Nav. Briefing was well under way. In

the evening there was some night flying. Two crews could
not get off the deck due to mechancial failure of the
aircra%}.

Weather: Fine, visibility good, deteriorating during
evening. Wind NW'ly 10-20 mph at first becoming light
variable. :

Operation called for this morning. Battle Order detailed
twenty aircraft. Briefing was scheduled for 16:30 hrs

but at 1400 hrs the usual scrub came through. Ten aircraft
carried out Sim. Bombing and H25 X-Country exercises during
the day. The Engineer Section sent a man to Link Training
during the morning and afternoon.

Weather: Mainly overcast with fog. Visibility poor. Wind
calm. Foggy this morning., According to yesterday paper,

. Ieeming was the coldest spot in England. No flying today.

Ten pilots and navigators held a Navigation Lecture for two
hours in the morning and again in the afternoon another
lecture for three hours with twelve pilots and navigators
attending. In the Bombing Section F/L Head J.T. DFC

- (J14508) kept our Bomb- Aimers very interested with & lecture

on Operational Navigation.

Weather: Fine with fog and mist. Visibility poor. Wind
calm.

crews. This was scrubbed however, during lunch.

F/L Wilgress F.J. (52006). the Squadron Flight Engineer leader
returned today, from a course which he had been attending at
Wombleton. This course was to "gen" him up on Lance, because
we will soon be converting to this A/C.

Weather: Mainly cloudy with fog. Visibility poor. Wind
calme No flying today.

Engineer Section was lectured today on the fuel system and on

- what makes a Lanc tick. It was given by their Leader F/L

FeJo Willgress.

W/C Canderton, our C.O., F/O A.L. D'Eon, acting Signals Leader
and F/L J.G. Williams, Bombing Leader, went on leave today.

The Signals section held a party at "Jocks". It was soon
discovered, however, that it was not too warm in "Jocks".
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The beer was frozen in the bottles. There was quite a
debate as to whether they should suck the beer, or chew
it. Dinner was due to start at 18:30 hrs., but like

Met. man at briefing, it was late. The party terminated
at Jocks at 22:00 hours but was continued at the Officers'
Mess for quite a while.

Weather: Cloudy with snow showers during morning, beceming
fine. Visibility poor early and late; moderate late
morning and early afternoon. Wind NW'ly 5-10 mph falling
calm in evening.

Five aircraft carried out Fighter affiliation, Bombing and
Sim. Bombing and S.B.A. exercises during the day. No night
training was put on because the weather forecast was duff.

Pilots and Engineers of "A" Flight had a lecture on Hydraulics
delivered by E/L Wilgress our Engineer Leader. Lancs "gen"
coming upe

Two engineers took instruction on the Link Trainer.

Weather: Fair to cloudy with snow showers. Visibility poor
to moderate. Wind NW'ly 10-20 mph. Operation called this
morning detailing 16 A/g. Briefing scheduled for 13:00 hrs
and take off around 16:00 hrs. All A/C were mn:s' 1led for
take off when the scrub came through.

A heavy blizzard was the cause of this.

"B" Flight pilots and engineers were today lectured on .
Hydraulics by F/L Willgress, F/E L~

- Weather: Mainly cloudy with freguent snow showers. Visibility

moderate becoming poor late in eveni. - . Mind ¥'ly 10-20 mph
falling calm late in evening.

Operation came through this morning with the same detail as
yesterday. Sixteen aircraft. Briefing scheduled for 16:30
hours and take-off around 19:30 hours. All aircraft got
away to-a good start.

Weather: Cloudy with snow in the evening. Visibility
moderate to poor.

Our aircraft did not return this morning because they were
diverted to Blackbush. One aircraft "B"™ NR 171 was an early
return and landed at Linton—on-Ouse (62 Base). Engine failure.
The target was a suburb of Stuttgart called ZUFFENHAUSEN.

Crews reported 10/10ths cloud in the target area. The target
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31/1/45

1/2/45
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marking appeared somewhat late. Even the backers up

were late. A concentrated glow of fires was reflected

on the cloud as well as the glow of the T.Is. A good
stream of A/C was maintained both into and out of the
target area. In view of the cloud cover, an assessment
of theeraid is impossible. Flak was slight to moderate
mostly in barrage forms. All aircraft landed at Blackbush
around 03:25 hours.

Late in the mroning a Battle Order came through for
Gardening. Four crews were detailed and it was scrubbed
a few minutes prior to briefing.

At 23:59 hours our aircraft were not back from Blackbush
but ™B" NR171 was back to base.

Weather: Cloudy with snow, fog, drizzle rain, becoming fair
to fine.

This morning the aerodrome is covered with snow. No flying.
Our aircraft are still away at Blackbush.

Weather: Fair becoming cloudy with continuous rain and fog.
Ten of our aircraft returned from Blackbush around noon. At
the same time a large number of U.S.A. Liberators l.nded at

this base on diversioan. A training programme issied for tae
afternoonn was scrubbed as the weather closed in very early.

HONOURS AND AWARDS. NIL

OOMMISSION. P/0 A.WeJ. Chapman (188A80) F/E joined for duty

Lelelh5 Oon appte L0 a commission weeefe 29.10447%,
CASUALTIES. (Missing on HANOVER in A/C "Y" NR 257 weeefe 5¢1.h5)

CAN.J.17170 S/L B.C. Crew, DFC "B" Flight Commander. (2nd tour)
CAN.J.13117 F/L S.H. Dodge

CAN.J.19138 F/O A.W. Campbell

CAN.J.15430 F/L J.D. Johnston, DFC Signals Leader.

CAN.J.85137 F/0 C. Kelway

RAF. 14661, F/O T. Osler

RAF 2208335 Sgt Smith, J.C.

‘Weather: Fair to cloudy with some rain and fog.

Operation Order came through this morning detailing fourteen
aircraft. Briefing was scheduled for 13:00 hours. Take off
around 15:35 hours. Target — MAINZ. Crews report 6-10/10ths
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cloud over target. The attack appeared quite scattered
with fires burning well over a wide area. Two large ex-—
plosions were noted. Flak was slight to moderate and
inaccurate. A/C "H" MZ517 encountered a JU 88 but evasive
action was taken and E/A disappeared. A/O "E" MZ452 and
W\ MZL22 returned early. All aircraft returned safely to
base by 23:20 hours. Five of our aircraft diverted to
Blackbush on 28 Jan. returned this aftermoon.

Weather: Cloudy with rain and fog. Visibility becoming
gOOdo

Operations called for today. Seventeen aircraft were
detailed. Briefing scheduled for 17:00 hours. Fifteen
aircraft only:were able to take off as "B" NR17l swung
on the runway and rendered it u/s. A/C "Q" LV942 was an
early return. The aircraft did not return by midnight.
F/0 E.E. Morgan (J.17009) attended an Investiture at
Buckingham Palace today, where he received his D.F.Ce.

- Weather: Fine becoming fair then cloudy with rain at

night. Visibility good becoming moderate.

A1l aircraft on operations last night returned safely
to base by 02.36 hours. The target was WANNE-Eickel.
Crews report 10/10ths cloud in the target ares. The

raid appeared to be well concentrated and shei..il ~wove

quite successful. Three large explosions were seei in the
target area. Flak was slight to moderate. No searchlights.

Late in the afternoon another Battle Order was issued
detailing ten aircraft for early tomorrow morning. Meals

. were set for 0A.00 hours and Briefimg for 07.30C hours.

Eleven aircraft carried out #¥raining exercises today,
mainly S.B.A., X-Country, ‘:i.. “-umbing and Air to Sea
Firing.

Weather: Cloudy with rain at first becoming fair later.
Visibility poor becoming good. Operations were scrubbed
before briefing this morning. Later on two Battle Orders
were issued detailing six aircraft for mining and twelve
for bombing. Briefing for Bombing was at 13:15 and for
Mining 14345 hours. Take off for Bombing started at 17:11
hours immediately followed by the Mining effort.

Mining area was YOUNG YAMS. Crews report 10/10ths cloud

in the Gardening area. All crews mined in the briefed areas
on H2S and report no difficulties. A/C "X" NP941l encountered
a FW190 which passed quickly overhead and disappeared.
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The target for bombing was OSTERFELD. 10/10ths cloud
obscured the target. Several large explosions were seen.
Owing to cloud condition it is difficult to assess the
success of the raid. Flak was slight to moderate and
searchlights ineffective through cloud. All aircraft
returned safely to base by 23:44 hours.

Weather: Cloudy with rain during early morning becoming
fair. Visibility moderate at first becoming good. Wind
S'E'ly 5-10 mph veering W'ly.

Operation Order issued this morning detailing sixteen
aircraft. Briefing was scheduled for 17300 hours. The
aircraft were marshalled for takeoff around 19:30 hours
when scrub came through.

Word came through that all crews will have to complete
36 trips for a first tour of operations. (Moans and
groans). Never mind, Joe Stalin is only 35 miles from
Berlin, and not stopped yet.

Weather: Fair at first with rain during afternoon.
Visibility good at first becoming poor. Wind S/Etly
5-10 mph.

Windy and raining today. There was no operations scheduled
for today, so several aircrew chappies were called up for
interview with a view to commissioning.

F/L GeJo Williams (J.12969) held a lecture for all Bomb
Aimers on points of interest in comnection with the Lane
caster Bomber.

Weather: Cloudy at first becoming fair to fine. Visibility
moderate becoming good. Wind W'ly 15-30 mph.

Operations came through this morning detailing seventeen
aircraft. Briefing was scheduled for 14:00 hours. Take
off around 18:40 hours. At 23:59 hours our aircraft were
not back at base. -

Weather: Cloudy at first with rain and drizzle during
afternoon. Visibility good at first becoming poor. Wind
W'ly becoming S/E'ly 5-10 mph.

Our aircraft on operations last night returned to base by
02:00 hours. The target was GOCH. Five crews only bombed
their objective. The others were called off by the Master
Bomber who was not clearly heard. A/C "A" MZ823 encountered
a JU 88. Both aircraft exchanged fire but enemy aircraft
disappeared as evasive action was taken. A/C mM® MZ)23
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encountered a FW190 which crossed 50 feet over the Halifax.
The MU/AG opened fire and the Rear/AG followed. The fighter
went out of control burst into flames and crashed to the
ground and exploded. Claim as destroyed. A/C "J" NP956
encountered a jet propelled aircraft. Evasive action was
taken but E/A/C followed in corkscrew. Both gunners opened
fire and the E/A was seen to burst into flames and dropped
away, exploding when it hit the ground. Claimed as destroyed. -
A/C X" NP941 encountered what was identified as a flying
wing. Both gunners opened fire and it was seen to burst into
flames and exploded on hitting the ground. Flak was slight
to moderate in target area.

Operation Order was issued again this morning detailing ten
aircraft. But it was cancelled later on.

Weather: Occasional showers at first becoming fair to cloudy
with rain during late afternoon. Visibility good at first
becoming moderate during evening. Wind W'ly backing during
afternoon to S'ly 15-25 mph.

Fairly day today although rather windy.

S/L ReJ. Lawlor (J.5102) "A" Flight Commander was awarded the
D.F.G. today.

Operations came through this morning with two Battle Orders.
Ten crews were detailed for Mining and seven for Bombinge
Both operations were cancelled late in the afternoon.

Weather: Rain at first becoming fair to cloudy. Qccasional
showers during early -evening, becoming fai: to fihe. Visi-
bility moderate at first becoming good. Wind S'ly 10-15
veering S/W'ly 15-20, decreasing during evening, to 5-10 mph.
Operations through this morning for a bombing effort with
seven crews. Briefing scheduled for 13.30 hourz. Ops was
scrubbed after briefing. Several crews car::od out night
flying training.

W/C V.F. Ganderton DFC (J.10133) assumes command of R.C.A.F.
Station Leeming during the temporary absence of Group Captain
JeBe Millwa.rd, D.F.Co

Weather: Fine at first with snow and fog during afternoon
and evening. Visibility good at first becoming poor. Wind
S/W'ly 5-10 mph falling light. Cloudy today but fair weather
for flying. Operation order issued this morning detailing
seven aircraft. In the afternoon the weather deteriorated and
it started to rain and snow steadily. Ops. were scrubbed.
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Weather: Cloudy with fog early. Rain during afternoon
and evening. Visibility poor at first becoming moderate.
Wind W/S'ly becoming W'ly 20-30 mph. Cloudy today with
wind and rain. No flying being carried out.

F/L F.J. Willgress gave a lecture in the Educational Hut to
the Pilots, Engineers and Bomb Aimers on Lancaster Aircraft
and Merlin Engine.

Weather: Rain at first. Fair to fine. Visibility moderate
at first becoming good after. Wind W'ly 20-30 mph.

Battle Order issued this morning detailing fourteen aircraft.
Briefing was held at 14:00 hours. Take off around 17:54
hours. All aircraft got away to a good start but were not
back at base by midnight.

Weather: Fair to fine. Fine to cloudy. Visibility good.
Wind W'ly 15-25 mph.

Thirteen of our aircraft on operations last night landed at
EYE. A/C "A" MZ823 was first reported missing when report
failed to come through that he had landed at Juvincourt,
France. He landed at Base at 21:00 hours today. Target
was BOHLEN. Crews report 9-10/10ths at the target. The

- markers-were spread over a wide area. Several exriosions

and a few fires were seen through break in cloud, Moderate
to intense flak (heavy) in barrage form. No aircraft damaged
by flak.

Two operations orders were issued +his morning detailing three

crews for Bombing and .six crews for mining. Gerdening crews
took off at approx. 1¢: 0 hours and the bombing ai 18:50 houre.

They were not back at midnight.

Early in the afternoon our aircraft from EYE returned to base.

Weather:  Fair to fine. Visibility good at first becoming
poor during afternoon and evening. Wind NW'ly becoming light
SE'ly.

Crews returned to base this morning around 0l:25 hours. Gare
dening area was WILLOW ONE. Crews reported 9-10/10ths cloud

- in gardening areas. - All crews mined on H25 and experienced

no difficulties.s No flak in mining area but defences at
Copenhagen were active. One A/C "P" LV988 was an early return
and "O" MZ8lL was a non starter. Aircraft "W" MZ355 Captain
S/L W.B. Brittain "B" Flight Commander did not come back from
this operation.
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Bombing target was CHEMNITZ. Crews report 7-10/10ths
cloud in target area. The marking was punctual but
appeared scattered. Many fires were seen to take

hold. Heavy flak was negligible to slight. Enemy
fighter were sighted but no combat were reported. One
aircraft "N MZ422 Captain F/O V.S. Roy did not come back
from operation.

A/C »M" MZ423 which was on mining "do" and landed at
Halesworth retumedr this afternoon.

Operation order was issued this morning detailing

three crews for mining operations. The mining area was
0SLO. 10/10ths cloud in garden area. All crews mined

on H2S without difficulties. All crews attempted photo-
graphs. Some moderate heavy flak was encountered in the
target area. Due to adverse weather over base they landed
at Charter Hall.

Weather: Cloudy and fog. Visibility poor. Wind SW'ly

5-10 mph. Quiet most of the day but very late in the afternocon
a "Chop List" came through detailing thirteen aircraft.

However the briefing was postponed for an early morning
operation.

Weather: Cloudy with fog at first with poor visibility
during the remaining of the day. Wind S/E'ly 5-10 mph.

Main briefing was held at 09:00 hours this mornming. Take
off around 11:30 hours. The target was WESSEL. This raid
was abortive over enemy territory due to 10/10ths cloud
over the target. The Master Bomber ::.dled the raid off.

Due to adverse weather over base our A/C landed at Middleton
St. George.

Three of our aircraft which were at diversion base at Charter
Hall returned at 16:09 hours.

Weather: Cloudy becoming fair during evening. Visibility
moderate becoming good during evening. Wind N/W'ly.

Our aircraft diverted at Middleton St. George returned early
this morning. Battle Order was issued this morning detailing
two crews for mining operations. Crews took off at 15:51
hours. The target was KATTEGAT. 10/10ths cloud with nil
visibility at the mining area. The crews mined as briefed
and experienced no difficulties. Nil to slight inaccurate
flak was encountered. Nil fighter activity but Fredrikshaven
aerodrome was 1lit up.

The kites returned at base at 22:00 hours.

Weather: Cloudy. Visibility moderate to poor. Wind
S'ly 5-10 mph.

Quiet day. The Sergeants Mess held a dance at 20:00 hours.
There were bevies of beautiful girls imported for the occasion.
Much fun was had by all.
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Weather: Cloudy with slight rain before dawn, becoming
fair. Visibility moderate becoming good. Wind W'ly 10-20
mphe

F/L H.0. Holroyde (C.9960) our adjutant, went on leave
starting after duty today. Operation order issued at
noon detailing fourteen erews. Briefing scheduled for
19:00 hours. Take off around 21:45 hours. The aircraft
were not back by 23:59 hours. .

Weather: Fair to cloudy. Visibility moderate. Wind
S'ly 5-15 mph.

Crews returned to base around 05:00 hours. The target was
Monheim. Crews report 10/10ths cloud over target. Marking
was sufficient and concentrated. There was an extremely
large explosion and several other reddish orange ones. The
target was obscured but reports indicate that the raid was
farily successful. Slight to moderate heavy flak in loose

-barrage form. A/C "Z" NR148 was damaged by flak en route

homeward. A/C "X" NP94L encountered an U/I T/E enemy aircraft.
MU/AG opened fire and the starboard engine of the enemy
aircraft burst into flames. Its wing was seen to fall off.
The A/C went straight down and exploded upon contact. Claim
mpn ' One aircraft "Y' NP942 Captain F/L J.M. Murphy did not
return from this operation.

Another battle order was issued at noon detailing eleven a
aircraft. Briefing was scheduled for 15:00 hours and take off
around 16:50 hours. Crews were back at base b, 23:59 hours.
The target was WORMS. Crews report that the i..rget was clear
of :cloud with slight- ground haze. Marking ~us weil ‘Goncentrated
and sufficient. ‘The town was burning brigutly ovei & two mile
square area. Fires were visible 80 miles on the homeward route.
Several large explosions were reported. Flak varied from
moderate to intense. A/C "C" RG347 encountered and destroyed
an unidentified enemy aircraft. As fighter attacked the rear
gunner opened fire with 400 rds. Enemy fighter dove to the
ground trailing sparks. Two large explosions were seen on

the ground. Claim "A". A/C "R" MZ755 encountered an unidenti-
fied single engine enemy fighter. MU/AG and R/AG opened fire
and lots of hits were claimed. The enemy aircraft burst into
flames and broke into two pieces and fell to the fround. Claim
wp", One aircraft "F" NR288 P/O W.R. Wilson is missing from
this operation.

Weather: Cloudy. Periods of slight drizzle during morninge.
Slight rain from 20:45. Visibility moderate to good. Wind
light wvariable.

Many of our pilots had a check out on the Lancaster Aircraft
today. As many of these kites are now available for our Squadron
all the aircrews are anxious to start air training. Crews
rested today but were standby for an early call tomorrow
morninge.
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Weather: Cloudy to overcast, becoming fine in evening.
Rain and drizzle to 10:45. Visibility moderate becoming
good. Wind NW'ly 5-12 mph.

This morning a battle order detailed eleven crews for a day
attacls. Briefing was scheduled for 08:30 hours. Takeoff
around 11:50 hours. The target was ESSEN. Crews report
10/10ths cloud at the target with tops at 6-8000 feet.
Visibility was poor at times. All crews bombed on GEE.
Results cannot be assessed due to cloud condition. There
was a good concentration of aircraft at the target. Flak
was slight to medium and inaccurate. All aircraft returned
safely to base by 18:20 hours.

Weather: Fine becoming cloudy. Visibility good. Wind
SW'ly 10-30 mph gusty at times. Again this morning a battle
order was issued detailing ten aircraft. Main briefing was
scheduled for 09:00 hours. Take off aroynd 12:45 hours. The
target was KAMEN. Crews report 10/10ths cloud in the target
area. Master Bomber instructed to bomb on Navigation aids.
It is believed to be a scattered attack. Flak was slight

in target area. A/C "B" NR171 was abortive and landed at
Carnaby on two engines. All other aircraft landed at Base.

Weather: Cloudy. Slight rain to 0700. Slight drizzle 1635
to 2250. Visibility good. Wind SW'ly to W'iy 5-30 mph
gusty at times to 4O mph.

Operation order issued at noon detailing five aircraft for
mining operations. Briefing scheduled for 14:30 hours.
Takeoff at approximately 16:45 hours. Target was ARENDAL
south of Norway. Crews report nil cloud in mining area but
several crews found difficulty in identifying the target
and orbited to make certain of their position for mining. -

In northern minnng area flak was encountered being fired from ..

a ship. All crews attempted photugsapiis, and returned safely
to base.

On Lancaster training three crews carried out Cross Country
and Range Bombing.

Weather: Cloudy, slight rain. Good visibility

This afternoon four crews carried out Lancaster training.
It was cross country, Range Bombing and Air to Sea. Four
other pilots had a check out flight.

Weather: Cloudy, scattered showers. Good visibility.

Operation order issued this morning detailing seven crews.
Briefing scheduled for 11:00 hours. Target — Mainz. Five
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aircraft took off due té an aircraft which crashed and
expldded on the runway. Crews report 10/10ths cloud in
target area but visibility was good above. Sky markers were
late and meagre. No assessment of the raid is possible

due to the cloud condition. All aircraft returned safely
to base;

28/2/45 Weather: Fair to cloudy. Good visibility.

News came through today that the Squadron is temporarily
taken off operations on conversion to Lancaster Aircraft.
Seven crews carried out Cross Country, Range Bombing and
Air to Sea exercises. Quiet otherwise.

-HONOURS AND AWARDS: J.5102 S/L R.J. Lawlor, J.16091 F/L
J«M. Morrice and 169141 F/0 J.H. Gribbon
were awarded a non-immediate D.F.C.

COMMISSION: NIL

CASUALTIES:
14/15.2.45 Trips  Hours Points
J.28286 S/L W.B. Brittain 33 177.5 11,
J.29619 F/0 C.J. Driscoll 31 167.15 107
J«35102 F/O H. MacKay 31 167.15 107
J.90507 P/0 R.V, Dallin 31 167.15 107
J.89175 P/O J.E.A. Peak 30 163.05 104
J.8970L P/O E.M. Ford 30 162.10 103
1968809 Sgt De Metz P. 31 167.15 107
J.8621 F/O V.S. Roy 1 6.30 3
R196508 F/S Williams, A.R. NIL

R198441 Sgt Morrison, A.L. "

R187219 F/S Scorah, A.N. "

R279178 Sgt Cybulskie, AJJ. n

" RO7LAAY Set 0o wher, H. "
R225219 Sgt Mayer, H.L.C. "
20.2.%5 ‘
Jo22769 F/L Murphy, J«M. 26 151.50 96
J«3551, F/O Mann, J.M. 25 147.00 3
J.36225 F/0 Essenberg E. 2l 142.50 90
J. 86775 F/O VBreault, A.J. 32 175.05 114
1594813 Sgt Tate, G.B. 25 150.00 U
J.89880 P/O Wallace J.M. 25 146455 9
R74751 W/O Perdue, E.A. (Second Tour: Nil Trips.)
2]-'2.
J.896L7 P/O Wilson, W.R. 28 167.15 104
J«35507 P/O Webster, L. 26 160.55 98
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1/3/45 Weather: Intermittent rain becoming cloudy. Excellent
ViSibilityo

More Lancaster training. Cross country was put on, taking
the crews up to Inverness, down through the Irish Sea to
Land*s¢End, and then back up through the Midlands. The
route took 6 hours, 30 minutes. Some fighter affiliation
was added to the program.

2/3/45 Weather: Fine becoming cloudy, then fine. Excellent
ViSibili‘by'o

Operations through this morning. Operations order No. 354,
details 6 aircraft. Aircraft did not take off by midnight.

3/3/k5 Weather: Fine becoming cloudy. Excellent visibility.

Aircraft took off early this morning from 0003 hours to

0028 hours. Aircraft got away to a good start. "M"

1V993 Halifax IIT was a non-starter. Target: GARDENING -
S. NORWAY. Crews returned to base by approx. 0700 hours.
Crews report weather over target was clear with no cloud.
Visibility was reported from good to excellent although some
crews reported difficulty in identification due to angle of
approach in relation to the moon and orbits were necessary in
some cases. One crew abandoned mission over the garden due
to inability to identify the release point. Crews who mined
claim that that their attacks were successful. Nil to slight
flak.

L/3/L5 Weather: Cloudy with slight rain about noon. Good
visibility. Training order issued this morning detailing nine
Lancs on Sim and Range Bombing, Cross—country and Fight.»
Affiliation. Airborne at 1930 i.ours.

5/3/L5 Weather: Partly cloudy. Slight rain about noon. Good
visibility. More day and night Lancaster training. Exercises
participated in were Fighter Affilijation, Range and Sim
Bombing.

6/3/L5 Weather:- Cloudy. Good visibility.

The Squadron is still undergoing conversion and therefore there
are bags of training. Todays training orders detail Cross Country
exercises, S.B.A., Fighter Affiliation, Air to Sea, Range and

Sim Bombing.

7/3/45 Weather: Cloudy. Excellent visibility.

Training still taking place. Exercises participated in today
were Cross Country, Fighter Affiliation, Range and Sim Bombing.
Bags of lectures by F/L FoJe Wilgress (82005) Flight Engineer
Leader, on Lancaster Engines for Pilots and Flight Engineers
of "A" Flight.
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8/3/45 Weather: Intermittent slight rain at first becoming cloudy.
Good visibility. The eighth day of Lancaster conversion
training continues with Cross Country flights, Range Bombing,
Fighter Affiliation, Air to Sea.

9/3/45 Weather:s Fine becoming cloudy. Moderate to good visibility.

The Squadron’is becoming well "genned" on Lancasters now.
Training continued today with more lectures. F/L FoJe
Wilgress )52005) F/E Leader, lectured Pilots and Flight
Engineers of "B" Flight on what makes a Lancaster tick.

10/3 /15 Weather: Cloudy. Moderate to excellent visibility.

The day started off very quiet, but late in the afternoon
Operation Order No. 355 was issued detailing 14 aircraft
on our first Lancaster Operation. Aircraft did not take
off by 2359 hours.

11/3/45 Weather: Cloudy, becoming fine during evening. Wind
calm. Visibility good, becoming moderate.

Aircraft got away to a good start around 1130 hours. Target -
ESSEN. All aircraft returned safely to base by 1813 hourse.
Crews report 10/10 strata cumulous cloud. Tops 4~8000 feet
completely obscured the target area. Visibility above cloud
was reported from good to excellent. All crews jdentified
the target area by skymarking smoke puffs blue and red.
Variously checked by Gee and H25. The raid appears to have
been very well directed by the M/B who was heard clearly
through the attack. Skymarking was generally sufficient
and easily identified. Considerable turbulence existed
in the cloud immediately over the area, and two colums af
smoke were reported rising to 800C f#. Raid would appear to
- have been very successful.

12/3 /45 Weather: Fine at first with fog developing either 0400
hours, becoming windy. Visibility poor in fog otherwise
moderate. Wind, light S.W.'ly. :

Operations through today. Operations Order 356 details 13
aircraft. Briefing scheduled for 1000 hours. rake off
around 1245 hours. Target DORMUND. All aircraft returned
to base by 1930 hours. Crews report 10/10 strata cumilous
cloud with tops ranging from 3000 to 10,000 ft. All crews
were satisfied with tactics and found Met conditions as
briefede P.F.F. marking was plentiful. All bombing was
directed by the M/B. Two columns of cloud at the northern
section were distinctly o6ily black and rose to heights of
500 to 1000 ft. above the main turbulence of cloud. It is
beleived that the attack was quite successful.
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Operations Order No. 357 detailed two a/c on Gardening.
Aircraft "G" NK.551 piloted by J.21276 F/L W.M,. Walker,
was a non-starter. The other aircraft took off at 1756
hours. It was not back at base by midnight.

13/3/45 Weather: Fair to cloudy. Visibility moderate. Wind
S.E.'1y. Gardening aircraft returned to base by 0028
hours. Target GARDENING "KATTEGAT". Crew report nil
to 4/10 strata cumlous, with tops 8000 to 10,000 feet.
All crews mined on H2S. The operation is considered
successful. One S/L operated ineffectively from the
eastern shore of the T/A.

14/2/45 Weather: Fine at first with fog between 0300 and 1100
hours. Visibility poor in fog, otherwise moderate.
Wind westerly 5-10 mph.

Operations Order No. 358 issued this morning detailing 12
aircraft. Kites took off around 1628 hours. Target —
ZWEIBRUKEN. Aircraft returned to base by OO47 hours.

- Crews-report nil cloud. Visibility generally good. Crews
bombed by P.F.F. markings. As the attack progressed T.Is.
were obscured by smoke and some later crews bombed on the
concentration of smoke and fires. Bombing appeared well~—
centered and concentrated on the markers. Several fires
were seen and five large explosions in the T/A were noted.
Another large explosion at 2025 hours on the southern edge
of the target appeared to be an ammunition dump which
blew up with a vivid flash throwing debris 2000 feet in
the air. This raid would seem to have been very successful.

15/3/45 Weather: Fine becoming fair .t~ cloudy. Winc. westerly
= - during the afternoon. Visibility moderate. . i

Battle Order No. 359 detailed 13 aircraft. Take off around
1640 hourns. Target "HAGEN". A/C returned to base 'y 235¢
hours. Crews report no cloud over the target. Crews bombed
by ground marking and illuminating flares. M.B. was clearly
heard. Fires were visible up to 100 miles from the target.
Many bombs were seen brusting right on the ground markers.
Attack rated as very good to excellent.

16/3/45 Weather: Cloudy. Visibility moderate to good. Wind
westerly 10-15 mph.

Operations Order No. 360 detailed 5 aircraft. Take off
around 1758 hours. Target: "Gardening - HELIGOLAND",

A1l aircraft returned to base by 22:40 hrs. Crews report 7/10
to 9/10 strata cumulous with tops generally 6000 to 7000 ft.
Visibility above the cloud fairly good to excellent. All a/c
mined on H2S. No results are as yet available.
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Weather: Mainly fair to fine. Visibility good. Wind
westerly 10-15 mph. Training Order issued today for

8 crews. Training exercises included Fighter Affiliation,
air to Sea, Cross Country, Range and Sim Bombing. The
day was quiet otherwise.

Weathert Fair at first becoming cloudy. Wind S.W'ly
10~15 mph. Visibility moderate to good.

Three crews were detailed on Operations Order No. 361
for Sweepstakes effort. Take off at approx. 2223 hours.
Crews did not return to base by midnight.

Weather: Cloudy becoming rainy. Visibility moderate.

‘Wind light S.E.'ly becoming moderate S.W.'ly.

Crews returned to base by 0614 hours this morning.

Sweepstakes exercise was carried out as per schedule.
No. Operations today but big clean-up campaign was in
progress. All sections are painting and cleaning up.

Weather: Fair to cloudy. Visibility excellent. Wind
W'ly moderate.

Operations Order No. 362 was issued today detailing 15
aircraft. Kites did not take off by 2359 hours.

Weather: Fair to cloudy. Visibility excellent. Wind
W'ly light to moderate. -

Crews took off around 0150 hours. Target: HEMMINGSTEDT

(HEIDE)., Crews returned to base by 0723 hours. Crews

report weather over the target was nii to 4/10 broken B
stratas. All crews bombed with the aid of :'.B. who was 1
clearly heard giving concise instructions. Some crews

" were aided by H2S off Heligoland, in ideni..Vyi%g the

target position. Fires and smoke over the target area
were visible 50 miles (homeward). All crews are of the

- opinion that this attack should be a definite success.

Weather: Fair to cloudy. Vis. poor at first becoming moderate.
Wind light S'ly.

Operation Order No. 363 issued this morning detailing 15
aircraft. Take off around 1100 hours. Target: HILDESHEIM,
Crews returned to base by 1723 hours. They report continent
clear of cloud. Target was identified visually. The

centre of the target was covered by billowing smoke obscuring
the T.Is. M.B. instructed bombing on cascading T.Is. Area
of fire and smoke grew under very accurate bombing until
huge ring of -smoke covered everything but the outskirts of
the town. Target considered a write-off.

Battle Order No. 364 through late this evening detailing 15
aircraft. Kites did not take off by midnight.
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Weather: Fog at first becoming fine with moderate vis.
Wind light S'ly.

Operations were scrubbed, but in the afternoon another
Battle Order No. 365 was issued detailing 11 aircraft.
Aircra{'t did not take off by midnight.

Weather: Little cloud with poor Vis. at first, becoming
moderate. Wind calm becoming light SE'ly.

Aircraft took off around 1300 hours. Target: (BONITROP)
MATHIAS STINNES. Crews returned to base by 1905 hours.

Crews report all cloud in target area. P,F.F. marking

was not considered too satisfactory. M.B. instructed

that these be disregarded. Crews bombed by various methods.
Bombing would appear to have been somewhat scattered although
assessment cannot be considered too accurate because of smoke
obscuration during the latter part of the attack.

Weather: Fair to cloudy. Vis. poor becoming moderate.

_Wind calm becoming light S'ly. Operations Order No. 366

issued detailing 14 aircraft. Take off around 0600 hours.
Target: HANOVER. R178842 W/O Proudlove, A.O., Rear Gunner
of P/O Kaye's crew was wounded by flak. All crews returned
to base by 1251 hours. Crews report weather over continent
ideal. The A/P was obscured by smoke which covered most of
T/Is. Some RT/s seen to have been dropped short and Bombing
of these was short of A/P. M.B. heard clearly by most crews.
Instructions were changed from CR of R and GTI's to overshoot
1 Sec. on RTI., and then Pickwick. These instructions seemed
to control the bombing very effectively. Target was enveloped
in a huge mass of billowing smoke whick .rose to at least

8000 fi. All crews seemed satisfied il..:it the raid was very

effective.
Weather: Fine. FExecellent vis. Wipd light variable.
Very quiet today. No operations. Stand down.

Weather: Fine, becoming rainy in evening. Vis. excellent,
becoming moderate. Wind S'ly light to moderate.

Operations Order No. 367 issued this morning detailing 15
aircraft. This operation was scrubbed in the afternoon.

Weather: Fair with rain in evening. Vis. good but poor
in rain. Wind S to SW light to mod. No operations laid on
today. The following awards of Non~Immediate D.F.C. were
received today for officers recommended at this Squadron
but are no longer on our strength. These awards are issued
under authority of Bomber Commander letter
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J.11866 F/L R.D. Bue J.18935 F/0 C.E. Monty
J.8133 F/L J.D.V. Lariviere Je2554) F/O P, Slipec
J.14,908 F/L D.T. Hepburn J.88373 P/0O McKenney R.R.

J.28286 F/O W.B. Brittain

Operations Order No. 368 issued detailing 1l aircraft.
Ops were®scrubbed however.

Weather: Fair apart from rain in the eveninge. Vis.
excellent. Wind S/W'ly, light to mod.

No operations, laid on for today. Some training carried
out for the benefit of new crews.

Weather: Occasional showers. Visibility excellent.
Wind W'ly moderate to strong.

Very quiet day, no operations laid on.

Weather: Fair to cloudy becoming rainy in evening. Wind
S/W'ly moderate to stronge.

Two operation orders issued this morning detailing five

crews for mining and ten crews for bombing. The mining "do"
was scrubbed however. All aircraft took off for the bombing
and the target was HAMBURG. 10th cloud in target area. The
target was poorly marked and the gaggle was 9 minutes late .
on the target. Enemy fighters were encountered. A/C ngn

NX552 had three combats. A JU 88 and a ME 262 were sighted

and both gunners opened fire but the enemy aircraft disappeared
from sight. A Jet A/C attacked and opened fire at 700 yds.
gunners opened fire and E/A/C was observed by our crc.. lo
roll on his back and go down in a vertical dive issuing black -
smoke. Claim "B". A/U "D" ME553 also encountered a ME292

and R/AG fired 150 rds at 800 yds. astern. No claims. A/C

"WH" NX553 also encountered a ME262 on starboard quarter at

40O yds. R/AG opened fire and E/A/C disappeared. No claims.
A/C "W™ PA271 encountered a ME262 and R/AG and MU/AG fired

200 rds. and 75 rds. respectively and E/A/C broke away. Heavy
flak was encountered over target. All aircraft returned to
base.

HONOURS AND AWARDS: J.11036 ReJ. Garvin, J22764 F/L J.M.
Murphy, J.27798 F/L J.F. Smart were
awarded immediate D.FJ.C.

CASUALTIES: NIL

POSTINGS :

J.39970 F/O G,M. Campbell posted from 429 Sqde 33.45

J«35712 F/O J.E.L. Crewson, to 1666 C.U. 1e3 45
J.25816 F/O W.E. Britton, to 1659 C.U. 8.3.45
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22163 F O JeAo Martyn’ to 22 0.T.U. osolps
112 F/O N.J. Barrett from 63 Base 26.2.45
J 26347 F/O VeJ.P. Gerald from 63 Base 22.2.45
J.35282 F/0O N.E. Roberts to 63 Base 20.2.45
J.16872 F/0 A.W. Kennedy from 76 Base 28.2.45
J.12968 F/L E.H. Gardner
J.19298 R/O L.E. LeDressay
J.88305 P/O R.A. Baines
J.18851 F/O C.R. Townsend
J.19168 R.I. McGillivray "
J«35137 F/O N.R. Gorrell to "R" Depot 27.2.45

3 2 3

COMMISSIONING IN MARCH:

J.93633 P/O S.&. Woods (Joined for duty)
J.93560 P/O T.R. Tollifson
J.93867 P/0 B. Maltihsky "

Weather: Cloudy with occasional slight rain during morning.
Continuous moderate rain in evening. Vis. moderate. Wind
SW'ly 20-40 mph, gusty at times.

Easter Day. Very quiet, appropriate to the occasion. No
Operations laid on. Today is the 21st Anniversary of the
founding of the R.C.A.F. A parade was called, but later
washed out due to rain.

Weather: Variable skies with rain early. Showers at midday.
Vis. good. Wind W'ly 10-25 mph, gusty at times, falling light
late in evening.

Operation Order No. 370 issued detailing 5 aircraft for Mining,
and Operations Order No. 371 detailing 9 aircraft for bombing.
Both Operations were. s:rubbed due to un iainty of the exact
whereabouts of the front line in ZTurcepe.

Weather: Fair becoming cloudy. Shower at midday. Vis.
excellent. Wind 10-35 mph W-NW'ly, gusty at times.

Seven aircraft detailed for bombing on Operations Order No.
372, Effort was practically stillborn. Tried again later
in the day; with the same seven aircraft with the same net
result.

Weather: Fair becoming cloudy. Shower at midday. Vis.
excellent becoming moderate late. Wind mainly W'ly 5-20 mph.

Finally got cracking with two good efforts, a 3 kite Mining

"DO" in the "Onions" area, and a 13 kite bombing attack on
MERSBURG. All aircraft took off, and all returned safely to
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base, one being-diverted to Blackbush. Crews report the
weather in the Mining Area was 6~8/10ths cloud with tops
generally 6000 to 7000 ft. Visibility above cloud being
very good with a starlit sky. All aircraft mined on H2S.
Crews considered this a successful attack and that mines
were laig in correct positions.

Bombing crews report 7 to 10/10th strata cumulous cloud
over target with tops 6/1000 above which visibility was
very good. Some ground marking was reported. Sky marking
was considered inadequate. Several crews orbitted the
target due uncertainty as to what to bomb. Assessment of
success is difficult as target was almost completely
obscured by cloud, but several large explosions were
reported, two in particular at 2252 and 2254 after which
dark smoke rose to 3/&000 ft. Bombing variously reported
from scattered to concentrated.

Weather: Cloudy becoming fine in late afternoon. Continuous
rain before dawn. Showers at midday. Vis. poor till dawn

--then becoming excellent. Wind W'ly 5~20 mph. Fifteen

aircraft laid on in Operations Order 377 for bombing raid.
This was later scrubbed. Stand down till 0930 hours of the
following morning.

Weather: .Fair becoming cloudy. Continuous rain-during -
late morning and afternoon. Vis. good becoming poor during
evening with fog forming late. Wind light variable. Quiet
day. Nothing laid on. Aircrew boys were given a talk on
the Victory Loan.

Weather: Overcast to cloudy becoming fine 2+ J<g. evening.

- Vis. poor to moderate. Wind light wvariable.

Five aircraft were detailed for mining, and eleven for

" bombing. Both were scrubbed. Later on they tr ... again

with eleven airer~ft for bombing. Bombing effort was
scrubbed during briefing.

Weather: Mainly fine. Fog during morning. Vis. poor to
moderate. Wind light S'ly. Eleven aircraft detailed to bomb
HAMBURG. Operation Order 380. All aircraft took off and
successfully completed their missions. All aircraft were
diverted to Pershore. Crews report weather over the T/A

was 8/10 to 10/10 thin stratus with tops between 1000 ft. and
LOOO ft. PJ.F.F. Marking was plentiful and well sustained.
Although the bombing was claimed to be very concentrated, no
outstanding area or size of the fires could be assessed
because of the cloud cover. There were several explosions
noted between 2231 hours and 2241 hours. In view of the
target being cloud-obscured, enthusiasm regarding the attack
was somewhat curtailed. A reasonably good assessment, all
things being equal, was the general opinion. '
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427 "H" was attacked by an ME.262 from Stbd quarter up
at 54,20N 0935E, 2216 hrs., 17800 feet outward. First
sighted at 300 yards. The R.G. opened fire at 250
yards. During evasive action the E/A was lost. No
strikes seen.

427 "H% 5400N 0948E. 2218 hrs, 17800 ft (Outwards) a
ME.262 came in from Port Quarter down. First sighted
at 200 yds. The R.G. opened fire with 150 rounds. '
Violent evasive action was taken and E/A disappeared.
No strikes noted. '

L27 "W" 5325N 0930E 2252 hrs, 14000 ft (Homeward). A
ME.262 came in from astern, stbd down at 600 yds. Our
A/C took evasive action and the R.G. opened fire. The
E/A closed in to about 200 yds then broke away to Port and
was lost. No strikes were seen.

427 "W 5325N 0930E 2252 hrs, 14000 ft (Homeward). A ME.
262 came from Stbd behind and slightly above, crossing the
nose. The B.A. opened fire no strikes were noted.

NOTE. All of the encounters by 427 "W" followed in quick
succession. No accurate time or height could be
given for the latter engagements. No firing was
noted at any time from the enemy.

Weather: Fine to fair with fog early. Vis. poor. ..iid

light S'ly. ;

Crews returned from diversion at Pershore about 1320 hours.
Five crews were detailed for Mining on Operations Order 382.
Target KIEL BAY, Te0Os 1934 hrs. Crews were not back at vauc

by midnight.

Weather: Fair to cloudy, becoming ove: *ast late. Vis. poor
to moderate. Wind mainly light variabic ué Eedenc iy J-ow
mph.

Crews returned from Gardening by 0129 hours. They report
weather over T/A was clear with some very low stratus cloud or
haze. Visibility above this was good. Crews mined on H25

and consider the effort as successful.

Operations Order No. 382 issued today detailing 11 aircraft.
Take off was at approximately 1314 hours. The target was
LEIPZIG. All crews returned safely to base by 2158 hours.
Crews report weather over the Target was clear with some slight
ground haze. P.F.F. marking was considered excellent. Crews
map read into the target and bombed either visually, or on

the markers according to the M.B.'s instructions. A good
concentrationof bombing was reported. All crews consider

the raid to be a definite success.

Wing Commander V.F. Ganderton DFC (J.10133), the Squadron
Commander, was screened upon the completion of his second tour.
(W.C. Bryson assumed command of N.}427).

yoo 20k



11/3/45

12/4/15

13/4/L5

1/L/h5

- 214 -

Weather: Overcast to cloudy. Periods of continuous

rain. Vis. poor. Wind mainly N'lyb’-l.o mphg Tmiiicowotiniommiiaolo oo

Quiet day with no Operations laid on. All aircrew
personnel of this Squadron visited S.S.Q« this afternoon
to have X-Rays taken.

Weather: Overcast at first becoming fine late. Fog
forming before dawn, clearing early. Continuous rain
during morning. Vis. poor becomining good. Wind W'ly
10-20 mph.

No operations laid on for today, but training program out
in the afternoon. 7 crews carried out-Fighter Affiliation,
Range Bombing, Air to Sea, and Cross-Country exercises in
the afternoon. In the evening 9 crews carried out Cross-—
Country, Range Bombing and F/A exercises.

Weather: Mainly fine with fog forming late. Vis mainly
good becoming poor later. Wind, light variable. .. ..

Two Operations Orders issued this morming. Operation Order
No. 383 detailed 4 crews on Mining, and No. 384 detailed 10
crews on Bombinge All crews took off around 2000 hours.
Target for Gardening was KIEL BAY and Bombing Target was at
KIEL itself. - Crews were not back by midnight. S :

Weather: Cloudy with a period of continuous rain, moderate
at times. Vis. moderate to poor. Wind S*'ly 5-15 mphe.

All crews returned safely to base by 0249 hours. Crews report
weather in the Target Area (Gardening - Forget Me Not) was
5/10 to 10/10 stratus cloud with tops ranging from 2000 ft.
to 6000 ft. Some crews claimed that instead of cloud a thick
sea haze obscured the area. Visibility above was fair to
unlimited. All crews mined on H2S. The operation is con-
sidered successful.

In the Bombing area there was 10/10 stratus cloud with tops
3/5000 ft. over the target. Above cloud visibility was good.
M.B. instructed crews to bomb alternative target. This was
done by all except one crew who did not hear M.B. until after
bombing. Cascading green T.I.'s were seen in good time and
quantity. Plus the glow of the freen on the ground made
identification of target sure. Bombing was fairly well con-
centrated, but scattering was seen. &low from the target

could be seen for at least 50 miles. Accurate assessment of the

raid impossible due to prevatling cloud coverage.
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427 "O" reports 5409N 1010E 2335.6 hrs., 17000 ft.
A Fishpond 1000 yds up stbde. We corkscrewed stbd.
A visual obtained on U/I E/A ~ R/G and M/U fired
200 x 50 rounds respectively as E/A veered to stbd
and was lost.

Weather: Cloudy becoming fine. Visibility good except
early and late, then moderate. Wind SW'ly 10-15 mph.

Operations through this morning detailing 15 aircraft.
Main briefing was scheduled for 1500 hours. Operations
were scrubbed, however, around 1600 hours with the order
to "Stand By".

Weather: Fair to cloudy. Visibility moderate. Wind
S-SW'ly 10-15 mph.

Operations Order No. 386 issued today detailing 15
aircraft for Bombing. Main briefing scheduled for
2000 hrse. Aircraft took off around 2245 hours. Target

~ SCHWANDORF. Aircraft were not back at base by midnight.

Weather: Fair to cloudy. Visibility excellent. Wind
W'ly 5-10_mph.

Aircraft returned safely to base by 0808 hours. 427 "C"
ME.426 piloted by F/L W.E. Towne (J.20385) was an early
return, landing at base at 0042 hours, on three engines.

Crews report weather over the target ranged from clear to
3/10 to 9/10 thin stratus cloud or ground haze. The target
was well and consistently marked. All crews bombed on the
instructions of the M.B. who was loud and clear. The M.D.
gave regular and concise instructions. As the raid progressed
the target became completely obscured by columns of dense
greyish-black smoke rising to 8000 ft. Four outstanding
explosions occurred at 0401 0403 0408 and OL1l hours, and in
2 instances emitted smoke which might have indicated 0il stores.
The attack is considered to have been quite successful.

Weather: Fair to cloudy. Visibility excellent. Wind W-NW'ly
5=15 mph_-_

No operations through today, but Training Program came through
in the morning. 15 a/c were detailed for Cross-Country, Range

- Bombing, Air to Sea: and Fighter Affiliation. Aircraft were

airborne at 1500 hours. 2 crews were detailed for F/A. Cross-
country, and Range Bombing. Take-—off at 2000 hours.

Weather: Fine. Visibility excellent becoming moderate late.
Wind light variable.

More training through today. Three crews detailed for Range
Bombing, Sim Mining and Fighter Affiljiation at 1400 hours. Two
crews detailed for Range Bombing and X-Country at 1430 hours,
and three crews detailed for X~Country, Range Bombing & F/
Affiliation at 1900 hours.
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Weather: Fair to cloudy. Slight rain during late
afternoon. Visibility moderate. Wind mainly light
variable.

Operation Order No. 387 came through today detailing 5
aircraft for Mining. This was later scrubbed. Stand down
till 1100 hours following morning.

Weather: Cloudy. Slight shower at noon. Visibility
moderate becoming excellent. Wind NW'ly 10-20 mph.

Tried again with same Operation Order as yesterday. This
time kites took off at approximately 2007 hours. Aircraft
were not back by midnight.

The Squadron was called to form a parade early this afternoon.
The occasion was the presentation of the Bristol Bombing
Trophy to our Squadron for the best bombing scovc¢ “r March.
The trophy was presented by Air Vice Marshal C4M. McEwen, M.O.,
DFC, A.C.C., No. 6 (RCAF) Group. The trophy was received by
Wing Commander V.F. Ganderton DFC on behalf of No. 427 (RCAF)
Squadron.

Weather: Cloudy. Wind N-ly 10-15 mph. Vis. good.

Aircraft returned to base from Gardening by 0228 :hozs,

Target — KATTEGAT (SILVERTHORNE). Crews report 2- 10

broken stratus and strato-cu. Base 8000, tops 1400ii was
encountered in Garden Area. Visibility was good to

excellent. Crews mined on H2S and visually. All reported good
mining runs and consider attack successful.

Operations Order No- 388 was issued tnday detailing 10
aircraft. Take ©ii -t spprzximatel,; 1400 hours. Target BREMEN.
Aircraft returned safely to base by 21.45 hours. Crews report

" weather over the target ranged fr~ ~ " to 10/10 stratu- 4

cumulous with tops 6,000 to 10,000 ft. Visibility above the

cloud was considered slightly hazy to excellent. No target ;
marking was observed by any of the crews. The M.B. was heard 3
before the target, and by some crews at the target, but no

instructions were received to bomb. Some crews did not hear the

Me.B. at all. All crews reported the actual aiming point to have

been cloud obscured.

Weather: Cloudy becoming fine. Visibility moderate. Wind
N'ly 5«10 mph. Falling late.

The Squadron held a farewell presentation today for Wing Commander
V.F. Ganderton DFC (J10133) who is leaving the Squadron after
completion of his 2nd tour. The presentation took place outside
No. 2 Hangar. W/C Ganderton received a silver trophy from S/L
C.C. Collins (J.5819) on behalf of the Squadron. Squadron pictures
were then taken with W/C Ganderton and his Adjutant, F/L H.O.
Holroyde (C.9960), and the new Squadron Commander W/C E.M. Bryson
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DFC (J.5116) and the new Adjutant F/L S.S.D. Francis
(C.35419).

Operation Order No. 389 came through detailing 10 aircraft for
Bombing. This was later scrubbed.

L
24/L /15 Weather: Weather fine becoming fair. Visibility moderate
to poor. Wind S-Eg'ly 5—10 mph.

A quiet day with no Operations. Two crews were detailed for
Range Bombing and S.B.A. Homings, and one for Bullseye.

25/L/L5 Weather: Cloudy. Visibility poor. Wind light at first
becoming N'ly 5-10 mph.

Operation came through today with Operations Order No. 390
detailing 10 aircraft. TakeOoff was at approximately 1500
‘hours. The target was WANGEROOGE. All crews returned
safely to base by 2000 hours. Crews report no cloud over
the target, but it was hazy with a lot of smoke in the area.

- Most of the crew heard the M.B. loud and clear, and on his
instructions bombed Pickwick. There was a good concentration of
bombing in the area of the aiming point, but some bombs fell
short, also some in the water. It was throught by most crews
that the scattered bombing was caused by the compactness of
the gaggle as this hindered a good bombing run. An explosion
is reported at 1722 hours, and a column of black smoke rose to
2000 ft.

26/L/15 Weather: Cloudy. Occasional rain. Wind N'ly 5-10 mph.
: Visibility poor to moderate. ‘

Operation Order No. 391 was issued today detailing 15 aircraft.
This was later scurbbed. The rest of the day was quiet.

27/&/&5 , Weather: Cloudy. Occasional showers. Wind N'ly 10-15 mph.
Visibility good.

Yesterday's Operation Order was again put through today, but

was scrubbed again before briefing. Some training was carried on.
28/L/45 Weather: Fine becoming cloudy with snow showers. Wind NW'ly

10~15 mph. Visibility good.

Several new crews have arrived during the week. They are
participating in training exercises and lectures to make them
good "Operational Types.”

29/1/L5 Weather: Cloudy. Occasional showers, rain sleet. Visibility
good. Wind 10-15 mph.

Still no Operations through, but History is still being made.

A.C. Cochrane has submitted F541 completed at 1200 hours on the
R9eLeli5. Must be working for a repate.
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30/L/k5 Weather: Cloudy with snow. Visibility good. Wind
10-15 mph.

A quiet day, altho training was carried out this afternoon.
F/L A.Ls D'Eon DFC (J.85496) was posted to RCAF "R" Depot today.
F/L D'Eon is the Squadron Signals Officer. A telegram was
immedidtely made out to recall F/L D'Eon from leave, when he
walked in himself and offered to take it down for despatch.

1/5/45 Weather: Fair to cloudy with showers in evening. Visibility
good. Wind NW to N., 15-20 mph, moderating 5-10 mph in evening.

A quiet day with no flying. The Station Commander held a muster
parade in No. 2 Hangar at 1500 hours. Speaking to the Parade,

the C.0. dealt with the problems arising after VE day, namely

our return to Canada, and the period prior to our departure.

During this period personnel will be able to take advantage of a
variety of courses in order to improve their Educational standing
qualifying them for better positions in the post-war world.
Organized Sport will be stepped up, and the entertainment at Leeming,
which at present leads all 6 Group, will continue at the same pace.

On their return to Canada all R.C.A.F. personnel will be granted
30 days leave, after which they may volunteer for Service in the
Pacific.

2/5/L5 - Weather: Fair to cloudy. Eine intervals, but cloudy with .
showers and a thunderstorm in the evening. Visibility gonda:-
Wind NW to N. 10-15 mph, falling light variable in the evening.

A Training Program was carried out this afternoon. Ten crews
carried out Bombing Practice at Snape. Information has been
received that R.82529 WO.1l Sobk-wicz. WeE., missing since 14.7.43;
has been reported safe in the U.Ke On 23.4.45.

3/5/45 " Weather: Fair becoming cloudy with showers and thunderstorm o!
night. Visibility moderate becoming good but moderate in rain at
night. Wind light and variable.

Operations Order No. 392 was issued this morning. Nine aircraft
were detailed for Night Mining Operations. Operation was cancelled,
however, "after eight aircraft had taken off, at approximately

2030 hours. All mines were brought back due to recall.

Information has been received that R108426 Sgt. Hooley, missing -
since 26.6.43., has been reported safe in the U.K. while P/0
Fuller (J887005, missing since 22.1l.lk4., is now a patient in No. 4
Canadian General Hospital.

L/5/L5 Weather: Fair to cloudy with slight showers. Fine at night.
; Vis. mod. to poor early becoming good. Wind NW 6-12 mph.
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Mrcraft from yesterdays Operation landed at approximately
0255 hours this morning after circling the aerodrome for
several hours. The day was very quiet with very little
training. Information has been received that W/O Hamel,
Spencer, and Sgto Page, who went m'.'LSSing on 21+03 ol‘l}, 22.6.43,
and 26.6.43, respectively, arrived in the UeKe 27.4e45.

[ 3
Weather: Fine becoming cloudy with rain all afternoon and
continuing into the night. Visibility moderate but poor at
night. Wind calm becoming SE to S 6-12 mph.

Twelve crews were detailed for training this afternoon. Take
off at app. 1333 hours. Aircraft landed at approximately 1548
hours.

Weather: Rain at first, becoming fair to cloudy in the
afternoon, fine at might. Visibility moderate to poor
early, becoming good, Wind light variable becoming W'ly

-10=15 mphe.

Another training program was carried out this afternoon and
evening. Three crews were detailed for the afternoon program,
while 8 were detailed for night flying.

Weather: Fine early, becoming cloudy with intermittent rain
ceasing early afternoon. Cloudy hazy with mist by midnight.
Vis. good, falling moderate, poor in evening. Wind light S'ly
or variable.

Very little flying today. Word has been received that tomorrow
would be VE Day and everyone is busy preparing for it.

Weather: Cloudy with fog. Rain till evening with a thunderstorm

in the night. Visibilitv bad becoming moderate to good, but poor

at night. Wind calm.

“VE DAY, This is the day for wiid.: we have been walliug ios e ‘Liug!
time. Everyone is celebrating except crews detailed for "Exodus"
Flights, who, on this first trip conducted 288 ex=P«O.We's to
England. o

The day-finished with free beer in No. 2 Hangar followed by an all
ranks dance in the NeAesAoFolos

Weather: Cloudy with fog, slight rain at times, fair in evening.
Visibility bad, improving to good in the afternoon. Wind mainly
light in the morning but becoming SW'ly 10-15 mph in afternoon.

12 Crews were detailed again today for Exodu: Operations. Take
off was at approximately 1923 hours. Crews ieturned to base by
2le.45 hours.

Weather: Fine becoming cloudy. Visibility good, moderate at
times. Wind light S to SW falling calm.
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Maximum effort today. 20 kites from this Squadron were off
+to the Continent for another Exodus Operation. Take off was
at approximately 1510 hours this afternoon. Only 9 kites had
returned to base by 2359 hours.

11/5/L5 Weather: Fine with mist and fog clearing, becoming cloudy
with slight rain. Visibility bad, improving to moderate to
good in afternoon. Wind calm, later S to SE 2-5 mphe

Eight aircraft returnéd early this morhing from yesterday's
operations, landing at approx. O217 hours.

Five crews were despatched to the continent this afternoon
mostly carrying Technical Types and flying crews to pick up
aircraft which were left behind owing to unserviceability.
Aircraft took off at appe. 1513 hours and returned to base by

2315 hourse. A '

It is evident that many crews on this Squadron are due for
__dssappointment on the issue of being able to fly home. Current. .

rumour has it that no consideration of the type of good work,
(Top Dwusfden in Hfoup) — not to mention the mining that this
Base has been doing so well in the past, is to be taken as a
basis of priority, but that the mere toss of a coin = should
decide priority in Transatlantic flying.

12/5/45 Weather: Fine early, later cloudy with a shower, becoming
fine in the evening, hazy at night. Visibility moderate
improving to good, but moderate at night. Wind calm becoming
S to SE 6~12 mph, falling light at night. :
Very little doing today owing to the instability of the weather.

13/5/45  Weather: Cloudy with thunderstorms early, fa::.rtocloudy

with rain or thundery showers. Visibility modecss"i becoming e

good. MWind light variabie becoming S t0'SW freshening 20-30 mph.

Thlsmomng a Church Parade was held in No. 3 Hangar. Thanks—
giving Services were conducted by Padres Clarke and Willjiams.
After dinner a Stand-down came through until 2359 hours.

14/5/45 Weather: Fair, becoming fair to cloudy with showers. Good
visibility. Wind SW to W 30-40 mph. Falling to 10-20 mph at
night. |

A very quiet day. There was a stand down during the afternoon.

15/5/L5 Weather: Mainly cloudy, fair to fine in evening. Visibility
excellent. Wind WSE'ly 10-20 mph, moderating ,4~8 mph in evening.

Eleven kites were detailed this afternoon for Cross Country to
France. Four ground crew personnel accompanied each aircraft to
look over the "D" Day beaches and points of interest. Take off
was at 1430 hours and the aircraft returned to base by 2024 hours.
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16/5/45

17/5/L5

18/5/45

19/5/L5

20/5/L5

21/5/45

=221~

Weather: Fair becon:i.ng cloudy‘wit-h a period of rain and

drizzle during the mopning, cloudy rest of day. Visibility
moderate in rain becoming excellent. Wind SW to S 8-10 mph,
veering SW to WSW 15-20 mph.

No flying was laid on for today. €/C A«Cg¢ Hull, the Station
Commander, addressed the Squadron Aircrew in 427 Briefing Room.
The aircrew were given papers to fill out to ascertain where they
wish to serve in the 2nd phase of the War.

Weather: Fair becoming cloudy with rain and drizzle around
midday. Visibility moderate improving to excellent. Wind
SSW to WSW 8-12 mph veering W'ly.

There was a stand-down today. Very quiet day. More ex-Squadron
persomnel have returned to the U.K. with the latest Prisoners of
War released, e.g. F/O Beaton and Carson who went missing 13.6.4k,
and 22.1.44, respectively, arrived in the UeKe 8e5.45.

Weather: Cloudy with fair intervals. Visibility moderate
early, becoming good. Wind light and wvariable becoming SE'ly
4~8 mph. '

Fourteen aircraft were detailed for flying this afternoon.
They carried out various exercises. Take~off was at 1435
hours, and aircraft landed by approximately 18.50 hours.

Weather: Cloudy, then fair to fine, cloudy after darke.
Visibility excellent. Wind light S to SE backing ESSE to E
10-16 mph.

Nine aircraft were detailed for flying this afternoon. Exercises
carried out were Range Bombing, Fighter AffiPiation, Air to Sea,
S.B.A., and local. Take off was at 1344 hours. Aircraft returned
to base at app. 1734 hours, : :

Weather: Cloudy, thundery rain in the evening. Visibility gewu
falling moderate in the evening. Wind light and variable,
becoming E to SE 5-10 mph falling calm at night.

Several lists were received today of repatriated Prisoners of
War. Among these were the following Squadron personnel, F/O
Carter-Edwards who went missing 8.6.4k4., W/O Hutchings and W/O
McKinnon who went missing 1he.7.43., and 26.6.43, respectively,
returned to the UsKe Fe5e45.

Weather: Overcast with fair periods. Fog early. Shower after
noon. Visibility poor becoming moderate to good. Wind light
variable becoming SE'ly 5-10 mph.

Nine aircraft were detailed for training this afternoon. Four
aircraft carried out Range Bombing exercises in addition to the
exercises carried out by all aircraft, such as Fighter Affiliation,
Air to Sea, Homings and S.B.A. Take off was scheduled for 1400
hrs. Kites returned to base by 1718 hours.

.../222



22/5/L5

23/5/45

2L/5/15

25/5/45 ,
- o+ .. -2..Visibility poor becoming excellent. Wind light S*'ly carly

26/5/L5

27/5/45

- and--Germany. Nire crews took off at appe. 1400 hours to fly

=222 -

Weather: Cloudy Vialbility poor esrly becoming excellent.
Wind NW'ly 5-12 mph falling light.

More training was carried on this afternoon. Eight crews were
detailed for the same exercises as yesterday. Take off at
appe 131t5 hours, returning to base by 1739 hours.

Weather: Overcast to cloudy with fair periods. Fog during
morning. Visibility poor becoming moderate. Wind N-NNE'ly
5=25 mphe

Very quiet day with no flying.

Weather: Cloudy with fair periods. Visibility moderate

becoming poor late. Wind N'ly 5-12 mph falling light S'J_.y.

Ten aircraft were detailed for a tour over the Continent.

Four ground crew personnel accompanied each aircraft. Points 1
of interest were pointed out to them and many a camera shutter

clincked. (Where do they get the film}?) Aircraft were airborne
at 1630 hours and returned to base at 2030 hours. :

Six aircraft carried out night flying exercises. Te0e at 22.02
hours.

Weather: Cloudy with intermittent, slight rain during morning.
veering W'ly 5-20 mph.
Aircraft on night flying returned to base by 0229 hours.

Eleven aircraft carried out Cross-~Country trips over France K

the Fremch.route, wind two aircraft took off at 1030 hours, RN
for the German route. Aircraft returned to base by 2118 hours

" except £, Deegan, who landed at East Kirhy on two engines - B

one eng:.ne feathered, over the continent and a second caught
fire on approaching East Kirby.

Weather: Cloudy with occasional showers. Visibility excellent
becoming moderate. Wind light variable becoming SSW~NNW 4~10 mph.

Two crews were airborne at 1045 hours for another German X-Country.
They returned to base at 1800 hours.

All crews were busy this afternoon "signing up" for further
service in the R.CJA.F. in various theatres of war, after a
lecture by W/C E.M. Bryson at 10 a.m.

Weather: Cloudy becoming fair then fine. Slight rain and
drizzle during morning. Occasional showers. Fog forming
late. Visibility good becoming poor. Wind N*ly 5-12 mph.,
falling calm.

Two crews were detailed for a Cross Country over Germany, but
this was scrubbed due to duff weather conditions. A stand-—

- down-was declared till 0930 hours tomorrow.
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28/5/45

29/5/15

30/5/L5

31/5/45

Weather: Fair to cloudy with fog early. Occasional

showers. Vis poor to moderate. Wind calm or light
variable.

Two crews again detailed for @erman route. This was
again scrubbed.

The Commanding Officer called a parade of all aircrew
for inspection purposes. This parade was held at 0930
hourse Five crews were detailed for Sim Mining, but
this was scrubbed due to duff weathere.

Weather: Mainly cloudy with rain early, showers later.
Vis poor becoming good. Wind light variable becoming W'ly
5=15 mph. ‘

Word has been received today that the following awards
have been approved by His Majesty the King:

F/0 D.B. Ross DFC (139642) ~ Bar to Distinguished
. ] Cross o i

F/0O W.W. MacKeracher J25923) - Distinguished Flying Cross
F/O &.R. Kirby *J88505) ~ " " n
F/O T«C. Wagar ) - {(J35266) - " " "
P/O H.M.B. Millward J90550 " n "
F/O J.R. Thackeray J2898L, o " "
F/L FoJ. Wilgress 52005) " " "

Weather: fair to cloudy, occasional showers. Vis. good.
Wind SW'ly backing S'ly mph.

A Sports Parade was held today on the Station. AV. wections
of 427 Squadron were represented. Two crews were detailed on a -

German Cross-Country flight, each aircraft carrying five passurigers.’

- Wezathar: oIpir to wcloudy with thunderstorms ins. . liige

Visibility moderate. Wind mainly S*ly 5-15 mph.

Eight crews were detailed for day flying today, carrying out
various training exercises. Two crews carried out a Cross
Country -Flight over Germany. Their aircraft were airborne at
approximately 1030 hours. No. 427 Squadron Orderly Room was
represented on this flight in the person of LAC "Documents"
Robinson. ™"Robbie"™ has now made the first "installment" on a
parachute. Do you know what the silver handle is for now, Robbie?

HONOURS AND AWARDS: F/L J.L. Storme (J20845) and F/L W.M. Walker

(J21276), were awarded Immediate Distinguished
Flying Crosses.

F/L D.B. Ross DFC (139642) was awarded a Bar
to the Distinguished Flying Cross.
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F/O W.N. MacKeracher (J25923), F/O G.R. Kirby (J88505),
F/O T.C. Wagar (J35266), P/O H.M.B. Millward (J90550),
F/O J.R. Thackeray (J28984), and F/L F.J. Wilgress
(52005) were awarded noMxmediate D.F.C.'s. ] ;

CASUALTS'.ES‘ NIL.

Posmcs. |

J 24041 F/L J.F. Still, posted from 63 Base wef 27.4.e45
J 89800 F/O W.J. Savage " to 22 0.T.U. " 3.5.45

J 85496 A/F, /L AJ. D'Eon " w wpe Depot " 30445
J 23907 F/L GW. Swann " from 76 Base wef 1l.4.45

J 8884l F/O S.0V. Teit " A

J 90998 P/O W.P. Metcalfe " f' " , L

J 87317 F/O A.J.J.B. Marion n " "

J 26757 A/F/L .M. Togardine posted to "R" Depot wef Le5.45
J 25796 A/F/L L.J. Ayers L Te5.45
J 37520 F/O R.E.F. Crossey " " Soon

J 39303 F/0 G.F. Stratford " " "

J 37719 F/0 C.S. Willis " " n

J 27312 F/0 P. Strutynski " " "

¢ 91012 P/0 J. Tribe " " n

J 93867 P/0 B. Maltinsky n " "

J 88825 F/O G.H.M. Walker n " -

J 42041 F/O R.H. Renault posted to 76 Base wef 28 beels5

J 4OL54 F/O AsC. Bruce

J 39863 F/0 L.B. Lemon " " "

J 3 8808 F/0 C.G. Nelson n  wpn Depot wef 8.5.45

C 1346 S/L D.J. Cleland posted to 1,20 Squadron wef 7.5.1,5
J 93943 P/0 L.#.. Pyke

J 91019 P/O H.W, ilapham " " "

J 10133 5/L A/ w/r, Vi "m..rton posted to RCAF "R" Depot wef 9 s.as
J

17034 F/ Colie Dimitey wa‘ted from 408 Sqdn wef 295445,
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